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LmiChty God, who 'alone doth 
xvonder/ul things^ who raifcth up 
the needy from the dufl, and lijteth up the 

poorjrom the dunghill^ that he may fit 

with the Princes, and hold the throne of 
glory : has vouchfafed in our days to 
raife up a poor man, who was born in 
France, and known by (he name of 

Bencdi£l jfofeph Labre^ and in propor- 
tion to the obfcurity of his hfe, has 
rendered him fo much more illuftrious 
after his death. And, as we pioufly 
believe, has put him in poffcCTion of 
that bleffed kingdonfj promifed to the 
poor infpirit : as a proof of which h^ 

a 2 exerts 
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exerts the power of his right hand, and 

renews his prodigies. 

All Italy has been already furprifed 
and aftonifhed : and the wonderful 

works, which are faid to be wrowght 
every day not only in Rome, but alfo 
in very diftant places, are more mani- 
feft, and more aftonifliing than his ex. 

traordinary virtues, which his mod 

profound humility always made him 

extremely induflrious to conceal. In 

confequence offuch a nunnberof fur- 
prifing events, which happened im- 
mediately after his death, there arofe 

in all people a natural defire of know- 
ing what kind of man this was, by 
whom Cod was pieafed to work 16 
many wonders: and what were the 
qualities and virtues with which he had 
been adorned. Which beginning to be 
rumoured about ; fome oflBcious per- 
forms (I know not out of what motive^ 

have fet themfelves about printing fe- 
veral things concerning him, partly 
from common report, partly from 
mere imagination, and fome that were 

even raanifcfllyfalfe. And fome others 

have 
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have done the fame in. fame di(tanr 

places. 

It was therefore wifely refolved by 

the Superiors here in Rome, to forbid 
the publication of fuch uncertain and 
falCe accounts : and to order that a 

true and faithful hiftory of his life 

{hould be pubhftied, wliich might cori- 
fuie th^ lalfe reports already fpread 

abroad ; stfid at the lame time fati&fy 

the defire which the faithful univer*. 

fally entertain of having a proper ac» 

count of every thing relating t^ this 
Servant of God, This charge was 

confequendy committed to me, becaufc 

1 having been his Confelfor, it was 
imagined I might have a better know- 
ledge of him than any other, perfon^ 
And as 1 was inf duty bound, Co 1 rea- 
dily contented to undertake it : to 
which I was alfo prompted by the e- 

llccm and atfeflion which I always en- 

teriained for this poor Servant pf Je- 
fus Clirill, whofe life I now publiQi. 
The tide prefixed tp this work is 

fufficient to {hew, that my defign is to 

give fuch a clear, account of this Ser- 
vant of God, as may enable my rea- 
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ders to form a fuffici'ent, if not a com- 

pleat idea o( him: in confequerice of 
which I have not fpared either labour, 
diligence, or endeavours to obtain the 

mod accurate intelligence concerning 
him. So that where I relate any faflis 
that happened at a diftance from 
Rome, I have endeavoured by letters, 
and the help of friends, to procure the 
moft certain vouchers, as the reader 
will obferve in ihecourfe of the work : 
though I have often, for very good 
reafons, fupprefTed the names of the 
perfbns from whom, and by whofe 
means, I obtained the faid intelli- 
gence. 

I have alfo had in my pofledion the 
authentick documents which hav« been 
tranfmitted to Rome by the Bifhop of 
Boulogne, which he ordered to be 
colle3ed with the utraoft exaftnefs, in 
the country where this Servant of God 
was born, and where he reiided for fe- 
veral years : amongft which are the 
depofitions of his Father and Mo- 
ther. 

As to thofe things that have hap- 
pened in Rome, 1 have beard the 

- accounts 
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accounts of them from perfons of the 

utmoft veracity, who were eye* wiineC- 
fes of the fafts. Nor have I con- 
tented myfelf with having afked them 
only on one oceafion : but I have 

often, and at diftant periods of time, 
interrogated ihem concerning the 
things they related; on purpofe to fee 
whether the accounts they gave after* 

wards, agreed with what ihey had faid 
before. And 1 have moreover de- 
fired them to give me in writing under 
their own hands,, the accounts which 

they had before given me by word of 
mouth. 

Neither have I relied on the tefti- 
mony of any perfon who did not de- 
clare bimfelf ready to confirm his af- 
fertion on oath in the Procefs of the 
Beatification and Canonization of ihe 
Servant of God, which is now going 
on. For which reafon I have at pro- 
per times inferted the very words in 
which the atteftations of the witnefTes 
are couched; which atteltations 1 now 
have by me: and likewife a copy of 
the Verbal Procefs, formed after his 

death and before his burial. So that 

I (hall 



I fhall -not relate atiy thing bat for 
which I can produce good voucheis. 

I muft aUb acquaint ilie benevolent 

reader, that in ihe many things con* 

ccrning which I have not bad recourfe 
to any oiher perfoD as a witnefi: it isj 
becaufe 1 myletf am voucher for them: 
a5 1, though unworthy, had the bappi* 
nefs lobe his DireBor: and on that 
account have had many converlaiions 
with him, in which he has giveii me a 
moft minute account of all the tran- 
aflions of bis hfc^ even: from his moft 

tender years. Though^ not to tire 

the reader, I fhall not ordinarily in the 
courfcof this Life, raemion thofe con- 
verfations: but only now and then, 
when I fhall think it rooreneceflary Jo 
manifeft fome glcnous > thing which 
happened to him, and which now ap- 
pears to be veiified. But ahhough I 
have ufed ail poffible dihgence and en- 
deavours to acquire a true and perfeQ 
-knowledge of what I relate ; yet I 
Tnay in lome things be ituftaken, as 
every man is liable fo to be in human 
affairs. For whicli reafon I deflre no 
other credit than that of a Hiftorian, 

and 
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and fuch as may be due to the things 
which I relate, I hope the reader 

.will excufe the ftile being plain and 
common, fuch as is ufed by the com- 
mon people : as what I -write is de- 

figned to promote the good of all, by 
propofing to every reader, whether 
learned or unlearned, the virtuous ex- 
amples of this Servant of God for his 
imitation: for which rfeafon 1 have 
chofe to relate his virtues, rather than 
his miracles. And where I have 
fpoke of ihefe, I have done it rather 
in general words, than given any parti- 
cular account of them : as I thought 

it my duty fo to do. 

Laflly, In confirmation of what I 
have laid at the beginning of this Pre- 
face, I think it proper here to men- 
tion the words of that worthy Prieft 
Mr. Vincent Redorof Oeuf a S. Pol, 
who exprefTes himfelf in his letter in 
the following manner : The life of this 
man, uhich^ till this frefcnt lime, did 
not appear to have any thing remarkable 
tn it, and was in a manner totally dijre- 

garded; now appears full oj inter ejiing 

and important matter^ variegated with 

an 
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tfn infiniU mutlitnde of circumjiances^ 
proved by a great multitude of witnejfes^ 
and edifying iii^ evtry xme of its. faris^ 
And fuch indesd was the liie which he 
led in all his pilgrimages, and here in 
Rome itfelf. Wherefore, dear Rea- 
der, I. will conclude with what S. Ber- 
nard fays of S. Malacbias. You have 
in him fometbing to wonder at^ andjome- 

thing to imitate. Hajbes in illo quid 

mireris, babes quid imiteris* This is 

what 1 eaioeftly defire for your good i 
for the glory ot God : and for the ex- 
altation of this bis Servant. 
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SCARCE had the accounts of the 
wonders wrought by the Almigh- 
ty, at the Tomb, and by the InterceC- 

fion, of this his Servant, arrived in 

England, but every one was defirous 
of hearing them : and wiilied to have 
them committed to the Pre(s* It was 

however judged niore prudfent to wait, 

till information concerning the parti- 
culars of his extraordinary life couJd 
be obtained and reduced into the form 
of a regular hiftory : which muft un- 
doubtedly be more fatisfaSory to the 

publick, than the publicatioo of un^ 
connefted pieces. This has now been 
done by the Rev, Mr. Jofeph Mau- 
coni, the Confeflbr of BenediS, w 
publifhed his Life in Italian : and an 

abridgement 
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abridgement of it has been made in 

French : from which this edition is 

tranflated. 

After what Mr. Marconi has faid in 

his Preface, it is ufelefs for me to add 
any thing more, either concerning the 
life itfdf, or the care which has been 
taken to give a true hlftory of this ex- 
traordinary man. 

This edition conrifts, firft, of a hif- 

tory of the Life of this venerable Ser- 

rahtof God, from his birth till his bo- 
dy was laid in the grave : and which, is 
a faithful tranflaiion from the French 

Edition, as any one may levidenily kt 

who is acquainted with both the lan- 
guages. To which 1 have added an 
Appendix, wherein 1 hdve given art 
account of feveral of the extraordinary 
cures (aid to have been wrought both 
at his Tomb, atid in other places, in 
favour of thof$ who invoked his Inter- 
ceffion, and defired him to pray for the 

relief of their refpeflive infirmities: 

which I have taken, pardy from the 

Apdendix to the French Edition df 

his life : and partly from original letters 
fent from Rome, £[SS''&^er places. 

'— : I have 
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I have already feen in the Gazetteer 
and New Daily Advertifer for Oflo- 
ber 5, 1784, a pretended extraft of a 
letter from an EngliQi Gentleman at 
Boulogne, dated Sept 27. wherein the 

writer publifhes the fictions of his own 

brain under the title of Benedift's mi- 
racles. I fay the fiflions of his own 
brain; becaufe that which he calls by 

the name of Mi7'ach^ No. 1. is every 

word of it an abfolute Forgery : as no- 
thing like it is mentioned either in the 
printed account of Benedift's life, or in 
any letter font from Rome relating to 

him. That which he calls Miracle, 
No. 2. has indeed fome foundation: 
but is, according to the common prac- 
tice of the Ridiculers of Miracles, mif- 
reprcfented. Indeed, I do not in the 
leaft wonder at this; becaufe, as this 
real or pretended letter-writer is fully 

convinced, that no Miracles were ever 
wrought in his Church : he thinks^ 
the only way to fave the credit of his 

Religion, is, to ridicule thofe which 

God is pleafed, even now to work in 

the Churcb of Rome, 

b Thofe 
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Thofe who ridicule Miracles may be 
divided into two different clafFes. The 

iirit confifts of thofe perfons, who be- 
ing prolenbd Deifts, and denying aU 

Revealed Religion, ridicule the Mira- 
cles ofMofes, the Prophets, andof Je- 
fus Chrift himfelf, as well as d:iofc of 
ail Jucceeding ages. The other con- 
fids of ihofe who indeed profefs them- 
selves Chridians, and believe the Mi- 
racles which are recorded in the Holy 

Scriptures, but at the fame time fay 
that Miracles have long ago ceafed in 
i!:c Chriflian Church. 

To thofe of the fird Clafs I fliall 
now fay nothing, as it is not at prefcnt 
my bulinefs to propofe the motives of 
Credibiiity for the Converfion of Pro- 
ieded Infidels. But I think thofe of 
the fecond Clafs Ihould not deny and 

ridicule Miracles, merely becaufe no 
Miracles were wrought in their own 

Church : led they fhould hereafter be 
found to be (as in reality they ar^) in 

circumdances cxatlly fimilar to thofe 

of the Scribes and Pharifees, who^ fhut 
their eyes againft the light that came 

to 
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fo enlighten them that fat in darkncf$. and 
to gxiidc their feet into the ivny of peace, 
and denied and refilled i!ie miracles 
(if Jefiis Chrid. which he wtoujjljt 

while he was on carili, to convince 
mankind ihat he was the proniifed 
McHins, and which if he hud not 
ivrou^ht, they xvcitld not have finiicd 
rn rejetling hiiiK but which bcinj^ 
wrought, they had no excuje Jor iLar 
fin^ 

What is particularly remarkable in 
ihofe Gentlemen, wIkj ridicule the 
Miracles which God hjs in ail aoes 

continued to woik, bv the rclicks and 
intercelFion oF thole who have icrved 
him laithfully on earth, and are now 
j;k)rified by hini in heaven; is, that 
Uiey tread in the very (leps oF the Pha- 

rilees who reje£t-ed Chrid, and his doc- 
trine and miracles. When tlie m^n 

who was born Wind had received his 



fight by the nrviraculou-s power oF our 
Saviour, the Pharilees afkcd him how 
he had obtained his fioht ? * Be an^ 
facrcd ; Th<tt man that t$ called Jejuni 

* Jolm ix. 
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iiwde clay, and anointed my eyes, and/aid 
tome : go to the pool oj Sihe, and zvaJJi^ 

And 1 7vcnt, J wajhed^ and I fee. They 

then would not believe tbat he ever 
had been blind: and examined his Pa« 
rents, whether he was tl eir fon, and 
whether he was born blind ? Concern- 
ing which when his parents had fatis- 
fied them : they ftill would not ac- 
knowledge the miracle. And when 
on anotl^er occafion ^ one was brought 

imio him, fojfejfed -with a devil, blmdy 

and dumb; and he healed him,fo that he 

both /poke and fazu. Although this mi- 
racle was wrought in the prefence of 
ihe Pharilees ihemfelves, yet they 
would not acknowledge the power to 
be from God; but faid : This man 
CQJlelh out devils throvgh Beelzebub the 

princt of ihe devils. In like manner, 

though miracles be wrought, though 

ihey be attelled in the moil authentick 

manner: yet thole modern Pharifee%^ 

cither deny ihe fads, attribute the ac- 
counts given of them to Ibme under- 
hand juggling, or which is more com- 



* Mallh, xli, 22. 
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mf)n, endeavour to get rid of ihofc 

Ihibborn y^roofs of ilie Tru<: Religion, 
by ridicule, M'ben folid arguments 
fail them. 

But, fay they, we have very good 
rcafon to reject, and look upon as im- 
poltures, ail' miracles faid to be. 
v.Tou^^ht in the Church of Rome; be* 
caufe all fuch miracles would tend: to 

prove, a fall'e, a fuperilitious, and ido- 
latrous Religion to be the tiue pure 
Religion of jefus Cluift. 1 his ver\- 
thing Ihews l\\\\ nnore how clofdv tliele 

Gendcmen tread in the iteps oF the 
Pharifees r and the ari^ument v. bicli 
thefe make u!e oF. is tl^c verv lame 

which induced thole to reject die mi- 
racles of Jefus Chrili, They looked 

npun him to be an impoftor, who had 

Itt himfeifup for the promifed Meffiah : 

an enemy to their Law : and the 

founder of a new Religion contrary to 
the Law of Mofes: ihey had ■ deter- 
mined to put out of the Synagogue 
everyone who believed in htm: tliey 
looked upon all ilje miracles that lie 
wrought, as tending to confirm that 
new, and as ihcy" thought, that falle 

b 3 Religion 
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Religion which he preached and pro- 
pagated : they likewife accufed him 
of blafphemy, and took up flones lo 

throw at him for afferling that he was 

the Mefliah, and that he bad exifted 
before Abraham; and moreover de- 
clared that he could not be a Prophet, 
or from God ; becaufe he wrought 
fome of his miracles on the fabbath, 

which they confidered as a profanation 
of that day. And in a word, the 
Jewifli Pharifees were as fully perfuad- 
cd that no real miracle could be 

wrought in confirmation of the Chrif- 

lian Religion which Jefus Chrift then 

preached : as our modern Chriftian 

Pharifees are, that no real miracle can 

be wrought in confirmation of the Re- 
ligion taught in the Church of Rome, 

As therefore, on the one hand, the mi- 
lacles of Chrift proved him to be ilie 
promifed one, and his dofirine divine; 
fo on the other, that doQrine, which is 
confirmed by miracles wrought in the 

name of Chrift, muft be the doflrine 

he taught, and is thereby fnlly vindi- 
cated from every afperfion of falfehood 
or fuperflition- 
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It is the misfortune of the ChriQian 
Pharifees, as well as it was of ilic 

Jewifh Pharifees, to begin to examine 

thefe fubjefls at the wrong end. That 

is, they firft lay it down as an un- 
doubted principle, that the Church of 
Rome is a fuperftiiious and idolatrous 
Church: and from thence they dra;v 

this conclufion : That whatever mira- 
cles are faid to he wrovight in the 
Church of Rome, cannot be true mi- 
racles, but mull neceffarily be either 
forgeries or juggles. That is, they 
make the DoQrines the Teil whereby 
to judge of the truth of the miracles: 
inltead of making miracles the Tell 
whereby to judge of the Truth of the 
Doflrines. Though if they would but 

rcfleti on what they read in their 

Bible, they would find that the power 
of working miracles was given to Mo- 
fes, to the Prophets, and to the Apo- 
ftles, in order to convince m-ankind oF 

the Truth of their DoQrine, and that 

they were commiffioned by God to 
teach it. And our Saviour himfelf 

appealed to his miracles for the truth 
of his doftrine, and of his being the 

promifed 
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promin?d MefTias. For, fays he, if T 

had not dime amo^ng'fi them the works 
which no man ever did^ they would iiot 

hare hod fin: but now they- have no ex* 

ciije for then' Jin, 

But. fay ibey, Aiuicbrfft will work a 
great mam' Ivij^g figns and wonders, 

infomuckas to deceive^ if it uere jioffiblc, 

even the very Elect. And Ivdw then 

fhall we know vhich; are true, and 
which sire falie miracles; hiit only by 

the dc£trines taiight by ibole who per- 
fornn thofe miracles? The words of 
our Savioiir are very true ; And the 
coi>fcquence itey draw fiom them is 
alfo very true in the proper and pecu- 
liar fenle and (ignificadon of the words 
of our Saviour : though not according 

to that extent to which Protellants 

want to flrain them. Antichrill fpoken 
of by our Saviour, as we learn frora 
S. Paul, is that Man of Sin udio wilJ 
deny Chnft, and let himjelf up in the 
Temple of God to be worfhippcd as 

God, and will do his cBdcavours to 
deilroy the very name, as well as the 
pubiick profclfion of ChrilUaiiiiy, And 

being affiftcd by infernal power, will 

do 



do many lying figns and wonders, 
vhcreby many will be deceived. But 
the Elefl will avoid that deception, 

becaufe ihey will know and be firmly 
convincedjiliataccordingiothepromifes 
of God in the OldTeftamcnt, and of 
Jefus ChriR in ihe New, ihe Church 
which he cftablilhed is to lad for ever 

even to the end of the world. That it 

is not to be fucceeded by any other 
Religion, as was the cafe of the Law 
of Mofes. They will moreover re- 
member, that Chrifl. has warned them 
of the coming of this man of perdition, 
and of the lying figns and wonders 
which he will work. And therefore 
they will conclude, that he who by his 
proceedings fuifils the predifilion of 

Chrift and his Apollles, by his deny- 
ing Chrift, by endeavouring to dedroy 

the Religion of Chiift, and by felting 

hinilelf up in the temple of God, to 

be worlhipped as God; is that very 

man of perdition againll whom he has 

warned them, liui as this man of 
perdition is only one fingle perfon, 
and as hi.-^ proceedings will be lo dia- 

metrically 



metricaHy eomrary to the Perfbn and 
Religion eliabiiflicd by Chriit, that 

they who beiie\e Lhriil to be God- 

hi/J[edJor ever, cannot avoid knowing 
Antichiiftbv thcfefigns: fb this is ihe 

fingular, the only cale in which doc 
trmes, once eftablifhed by nTiracIcs^ 

are to be the Teil whereby Chriftians 
are to-judge of the hgns and wonders 
of Antichnft. 

Moreover we know not of what 
krnd, the- Hing figns and wonders 

which will be wrought by Anti<:hn(l 
will be : bat this we know, that they 
will be lying Jigns and -wonders : not 
real miracles, likethofe of Mofes, the 
Prophets, of Chrift, and the Apo{lic5. 

But whenever any fcich miracles as 
were wroirght by Chriit and his /\po- 
ftles, are or (hall be zurovght by one 
who btlUves in Chrift, and openly frO' 
Jejfes his Faith: fuch miracles arc al- 
ways the work of God, done by ilu 
Jinger of Gcd : and are always infallible 
vouchers of the truth of that Religion 
which he leaches or profeffcs» 

Thofe 
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Tliofc wfio prufers themfelves ChrH*- 

lians, and yet deny and ridicule all the 
miracles which have been properly 

vouched and atiefted, thoroughly exa- 
mined, and folemnly approved as true 
miracles by the Church of God: 
would do well to confider what a 
handle they give to Deifts, and other 

profeired Infidels, to deny all revealed 
religion, and to ridicule as impofture^, 
thole miracles which are recorded in 
the very Scriptures ihemlelves. For 

all the books of the New Teftament, 

and conlequently all the miracles 
therein recorded are handed down to 
us only by the teftimony of the lame 
Church of God. And conlequently, 

all the certainty we can have that they 
are books written by the ApoiUes, and 

by divine Inlpi ration, depends upon 

the veracity of the lame Church of 
Cod- And every Deilt and other In- 
fidel will very realLnably argue, th^t 

if the miracles faid to be wroui;ht {ince 
the days of the Apoltles are talle and 
fictitious, no one can Ihew any reafoa 
vvliy thofc mentioned in the Scripture 

ftould 
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lliould riot l^e looked on in the fame 
light: for if it may be fuppofed, that 
the Church has forged the accounts of 

thofe later miracles faid to have been 
wrought fince the days of the Apoftlei; 

it may with equal propriety be fuppo- 
fed, that flie has forged the accounts 

of the miracles faid to have been 

wrought by Chrift and his Apoflles: 

and Hkewife every thing elfe contained 

in the books which relate them, 

I will only add, that as Protcftants 

generally pretend, that the Miracles 

wrought in the Church of Rome * an 

only wrought among thevifelves^ when 

they arc not needed^ and where a Jnt 

enquiry into them is- not alloxved -, thcy 
have now an opportuiiiry, of making, 

by the means of their Proteftant Cor- 

refpondents reGding in Rome, all the 

enquiries which their curiofity, or 

their incredulity can fuggeft. But if 
they think that enquiries by letters arc 

^ Dodwell's Free Anfwer lo Middlctons 
Free flnquiry into the Miraculous Powers ot ih^ 

Piimiiivc Chuicli. p, 4 j, 

too 
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too troublefome or toa tedious, amJ 
have no objeQion figainft taking a 
{hort rummer's jaunt Tor their diver- 
fion, to Atnette, or Hefdigneul near 
JBethune in French Flanders : they 
will find hundreds of witned'es to at- 
teft fo much concerning ihe former 

infirm Hate of Mary Helena Bayard, 
and her prefent healthy (late; as like- 
wife feveral witnefiTes (and among the 
red the faid Mary Helena Bayard her- 
felf) to atieft the mode of cure: as 
will fully fatisfy them that her cure was 
really miraculous. But if they now 
refufe or negleft to make this En- 
quiry: let them not pretend hereafter, 
that they have never had an opportu- 
nity of enquiring into the truth and 

reality of fuch Miracles, 
April 6, 1785. 
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CHAR I. 

The Eirlh dfihe Servant of God \ kis Infancy 

and Education, 

RANGE, which is alreAdy (o famous 

Jl^ in the Annals of Religion for the great 

^nd holy meh which it has produced, may 
now exult on th^ enci*eafe of its glory, by 
having produced in our age an extraordi- 
nar\' man, who during the whole courft 
^f his life, being concealed among the 

rommon people, under the contemptible 
veil of a poor, mean, and abjeft lire; in 
llic very inftant of his death, burfts from 
obfcurity; and both by the fudden luftre df 
1 multitude uf wonders which fame hw 
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publifhed through all couaLrlcs, and by 
the reputation of an eminent holincfs; 
{jaCs upon his Tomb tlic athniratlcjn oi 
Ixonic. and the refpeftful aiicniion of th«; 
wii'jlc Cathoiick worhl. 

By thefc faithful hneamentsthe Reader 
\vill immediately know that I allude to tlie 
Poor Servant of Jefns Chrift, Bencdi(:l 

Jofcph Labie, tlie relation of whofe life^ 
according as the particuUrs of it may be-' 

come publick, ought to form a tender and 

ialling iinpreffion of Religion and Piety 
in the lK:art of everv Chriilinn. 

The Diotefsof Boulogne upon the Sed, 
t\ as the hajipv country which gaVe birth 
to this liluOiions Pcnitenti }fe was born 
in the ParilJi of S. Sulpice of Amcttc, on 
the 26th of Nhitch 1748^ in the Pontificate 
of Bcnediil Xl\'. of immortal Memory, 
aiul in the glorious reign oH Louis X.V. 
trance. 

His Father joiin Baptift Labrc, and his 

\Iothcr Anna Barbara OrandGre, arc both 

t ct living, in decent circiimftances. God 
gave his blelhng to their marriage, and 
fent them fifteen children, of whom B<inc- 
d'lEi Jofeph was ihc eldcft. Their Patri- 
mony and their Bufmefs afforded them 

fufficient means to give a proper education 
and eflablilhment to their numerous fa- 
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Touched with a proper fenfe of grati- 
tude to God for the bleiliDgs he had be- 

fto^veli 
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flowc^I upon them, tliey (iili^rirJv a])p!ie(l 
iheiiifclves to train up llicir clnldicn iu 
innocence and holiiJe(s, dud to fct tlicni <m 
example of a meek, and cornjddil.mt he- 

liavlour, which Hill coiHimit. ■' to (iUHm- 
giiilh them a.'nong pcrfuns oi ihejj own 
rank, and condili(jn. 
This Serviint o[ Cod was Baptized by 

Wis Faihcr's Broditr, Mr. l''rancis J"rf]rii 
Labrc, formerly Vicar, and after./. nd 
Rchor of the Parifli of Eiin, in the Dio- 
cefs of Boulogne, who vws alfo bis God- 
father, and gave hira the nan:c of BenctHrt 
Jv;r('ph. His Godmother was AnnaThcu- 
dord Hazcmber<rnc. 

Benedict Jofepli had tlie Iiapplnefs to 
have this Reverend Eccitdialhck for his 

Mailer, who took upon himfelf the caie 
o\ his Education, and under wliofe inlhiie- 
rions he pafled tiie oreatcft part oi his 

VOLltll, 

He was formed to piety in his irifanc}-, 
hy the iiiftruftions and exam]>ics of his 

nutuous parents, who imrnediaicly endca- 
vom-cd to unfohl the precious ImUs wliicli 

j grace had (hot ibrtli in his SouJ, and wijicli 
Ipeedilv produced the fruits of an iiuioccnt 
and holy Hfe, 

The Servant of God well knew the 
worth and importance of this iirlt Eduw«- 
lion; he exprelfed liis fatisf^Hion and his 
i^Litiiude tor it, in a letter whicli he wn)ic 
lu his Pcirenis from Montreuil on llic '^d 
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of October 1769, and he refpccifully en- 
treats them to educate his Brothers and 
Sifters according to the fame plan. "This, 
*' fays he, is the means of makin.^; them 
'' happy in Heaven; for \vIthout inflruc- 
'' lion they cannot be faved. I aflure you 
'* that you have now done -with me: I 
'■'- have coil you a great deal, but be affurcd 
** that, by the help of God's grace, I fhall 
*' reap the benefit of all that you have 
" done for me." 

A folid judgment, a retentive memory, 
a quick apprehenfion even to livelineis. 
but to a li\clinefs tempered with a great 
deal of fweotnefs and docility; compofcd 
the charattcr of Beneditt Jofeph. 

In him the firil dawnings ot reafon ap- 
peared to be intermixed and confounded 
with the fiiu rays of divine grace, flu 
ISoul immediately opened to, and cnici- 
tained a tender devotion, which turned I:o 
flrll thoucrhis towards God, The liolv 
Ghoft to lender him more attentive to Uu 
infpiiations, gave him, even from ttisit 
lime, a hii^ular love of Prayer and Retire- 
mem. Hh Parents iu tlieir depolitioni, 
fdv iiiat "^ tl:ey always rciv.arked in hini 
a uiiicguid and conLcmpt of childilh amuic- 
ments. 



'^ I/f.er c( M. Cltr-r^cnt, Canon, and Sce-e. 
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The Hoh" Scnpiiire gives tins remarf^- 
-*|-.ie cnicLiiun) of young Tobias ^, tliafc 
thoiinli lie \\-A^ iliii ^■oungeIl ot all tho/e 
wlio con][>orecl the 1 ribe of Neptbali, yet 
lie (lid no ciiiidiih aftions. And S. Ber- 
nard fpcakino- of S- Malachias, gives an 

account of the firif \'ears of" his life, in the 
fdliow'ing words +. *^ His \'OUth feenicd 

" intenacd io render more amiable, and 
ati rating- the holy gravity of old 
i:icn, whom he imitated in his conduct. 
By liis fenovjs and peaceable difpofition, 
'• his fweet and ready obedience to hi.^- 
'• fuperiors, his iove of fludv and of tha 
'' c'xerciies of young, men; it fcemevi as if 
tlie grace of God had utterlv extimJiiifli- 
" ed in iiim all inclination to pLi)* and to- 

the araufcments of children.. And every 
one admired in this child of henedi^tion\ 
all the (jualtie^ and virtues o't men who 
*• liad attained to years of j-HTleti matu- 
'• luriiv/* And ever\'onc who u^ive telli- 
JHony of what palled in the infancy of 
Bcncdic-t Jofeph, applied to him the faine 
c'lilo^ium. 

I'rom the tune he ^v^as fi\'C rears ()f ^jre 
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iic ihewed a very earneit dcliie oi learnii'g 

* T.-bI;;.s I, 4. 

^ A^ibii fenem inmibnu n>ri''s pter ; exO-^n 
ta'iiv.oi f.'-erd'.s^ qnieUn vt Jhb(i;i%s :}:-v ftu- \.ir z^ 
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to read and write. This ea^crnefs arofe 
from a holy impauence which he experi- 
enced of becoming better acquainted with 
the Rudiments of Religion, by acquiring 
a faclhty of reading them, and ot wxiting 
them with his own hand. A fenfible joy 
appeared in his countenance, when hav- 
ing learned to fpell, be was able to read dif- 
tinftly the words of the Lord's Prayer, 
the Angelical Salutation, and the ApoUlcs 
Creed. 

The operations oi Grace, ought by no 

means to be confui nded with wh;it is 
purely the gift ot Nature. The modeia- 
lion, the iranquiiity, and the fwcei and 
pacifick difpofition, which conflitutcd the 
principal part of the charafler of Benedid 

Jofcph, and which appeared in him from 
ins earliell infancy were the worki of 
Grace, not the effei:^ of conftiiution. 
Thepariicularsof his lite furuifti a great 

number of prools, that he was naturally 
of a lively difpontion : but a proiound 

humility which made him earnellly defire 

to be difregarded, and even defpifed by 
men, call an impenetrable veil over, and 
concealed from the eyes of mankind, thefc 
nat\uai qualities of his heart and of his 

3311 i.ci. 

Being a defcendant of Adam, he foon 
perceived that there was in man a law in 
the iitih, waging war againft the law ot In* 

luind. And being always obedient to tire 

mouoiiJ 
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motions of Divine Grace, cvcrv afTauIt 
ot his paflions convinced him iliai the li-'e 
of a Cririiiiun in this world, is a cc)ntiinjai 
warfare: and thiit a Soldier of JefusChrlft 
niuft never lay down his Anns, illi ilic 
moment in v.'hich he is to rLcei\e his 
crown. From hence proceeded that cou- 
rageous refolution, which he formed from 

his infancy, and which he firmly adhered 
to, of reflrainino the firil motions t>f his 
natural pafiions and iuchnations, and of 
always correfponding with tlie grace oF 
Gofl, that in all things he might he guided 
cntiielv h\ the li<»lus and niuuous of his 

Divine Spiiit. 

His Matters, his Parents and other per- 
fons, ^vho had the care of hini from his 
infancy, hear witnefs that they always ob- 
fcrved him to he naturally (as I hey thought) 
ci a mild, aud even balhful tenipcr. And 
thofc who have endeavoured to ltud\ and 
])cnctr3te jnto the fenttments and real nm- 
lives of hii conduct, lot>k upon this t(^i\i~ 

mony as proofs that in him Grace tri- 
inr.phed over Nature. So that the humi- 
litv which rendered him mean and con- 
tenjptible in his own eyes; made him en- 
(icd\ our under the external appearance of 
liMiplicity, to conceal the violence of his 

interior conflitls, and the merit of his vie- 
tunes over his natural difpohtions. 

CH4P 
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CHAP, il- 

The famt fuhjeCl continued: the. fwp:uy>T.tru$ 
of the ScfVLiut oj Qod ill his lnjatii.y. 

THE infancy of thofc wl.oni God has 
fpccidlU cliofcn lo execute the cxtia- 
oi'Jinaiv decrees oi his Divine Piu\itltncc, 

is almoJl always a kind of miniature ut 
vhat they will be, when airivetl at yrais 
«f maturiiy. And \vc arc lurndhed wiili 
a new proof of tins truth in die \\{c tJi 

Beneditt.. 

Correrpoiuling with the motions of Di- 
vine Gracc^ which indicated to uhat kiiid 

of life he was tailed by G».»d, he at li\e 
years of age began to execute the relolu- 
lion of making his Soul as much as pollil !c. 
a nioft perfect model and copy oi our Di- 
vine Sa\ it'Ur Jelus Chiill. 

This vvciS one of his commcMi and fic- 
qi:ent jencciions, that a Chnliiii" \\'"> 
fincerelv defircs perfectly to iu,iiaie iirni 
become coniormable lo J»^hjs Chiilt, 
ought to have 111 fomc njanijcr thrct: 
hearts, founded on, proceeding iiom, aiul 
concenti-red in one: that is to fay. One 
for God, another for his neighbour; aiul 
t]ic third for hindcli.. 

I'he III It, faid lie, ought to be pvuc anil 
fmcere, it]\\';i\"S tending to an cmnHi.t 
degiee of hohneis; continually afpirini; 

10 
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to the love of God, with a defiic to fervc 
lilni, and to fubmit with patience and re- 
fignation to every afflifiton with wliich 
it ffi'all pleafe him to aftlift us during the 
courfe of this mortal life. 

The fecond lieart, faid he, ought to be 
faithful, generous, and inflamed with cha- 
liiv for our neighbour, always ready to 

fcrve him, and particularly employed in 

figlis and prayers, for the converfiun of 
Tinners, and for the relief of the faithful de- 
parted. 

The third, faid he, ought to be fleady in 
itsfirll refolutions, aufleie, mortified, zca* 
lous and courageous, continually offering 

itfclf in facrificc to God. Such ought to 
Ik- the heart of a Chriltian, who being the 
difciple of a ciucified God, will not allow 
of any gratification of his fenfual inclina- 
tions, but keeps his body in fubjettion by 
the wliolefonie fcvcrities of felf denial ; ami 
is perfuadcd that tlie happinels of the next 
lite will be proportioned, to the contempt, 
^\hitll in this life he has cnteilained ior 
this fiaful body to which he is chained; 
2ik1 the courage and refoluiion with which 

l:c has kept it nailed to the Crofs. 

la fine, faiil he, thefe three hearts, or af- 
ffhiuns ouiihl to be fo united as to make 
iMiiy one, wliich fhouhi be amud)le to all, 
a iiicnd at peace, and aLo\ c all tiuly 

IniniLie: for wLuroc\cr builds upon any 
other founJaiion thai> that of iiuniiliiy, 

builJi 
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buiids upon fand. Such ■were the great 
ide^s, which fi(nr) the irioil tender age this 
child of Grace entertained concerning the 

peiretlidn of a Chrii'Han hfc. 

In Older lo form within himfelf by the 
help of divine grace, thib firU Heart, which 
ought to be dedicatc-(i entirely to divine 
love: he took for the rule of his condufr, 
a purity of confcif nee eafilv to be alarmed 
and terrified even witli the llightefl faults: 
fuch a horrour of (in as made him dread 

and avoid the lightrfl occaiionsoi tempta- 
tion, an exaci coirefpon-dence v/uh eveiy 
divine mfpiration, 3nd a hvely and a£iivc 
faith continually attentive to, and fixed on 
his divine pattern. 

Conformable to his idea of forming a 
heart inflamed with Charity for his neigh- 
bour, he made a refolution of alwa) s cx- 
prefling the real fentimcnts of his foul, 
With fimphcitv, frankuefs, and candour; 
of excluding from his thoughts all ralh 
judgiT'ents aiid fufpicio^is; of loving his 
neighbours with a difinterefted love; and 
of offering himfelf to fers'e them by every 
means which his zeal could fuggeft: but 
abo\ e ail, lo afCft them by his prayer?, 
which was the means moil in his power, 
and which at tlie fame time appeared lo 
him to be the beft and moil efficacious. 

And to form in himfelf a heart which 
might be conformable to that of his cruci- 
fied Saviour, he refolred to make it liis in- 

difponiablc 
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lifpeilfable praftice, to chajlifehis body and 
hi in/ it into fuhjeclion, by a privation of all 
fciifual fatisfaftions, by tlie cxcrcife of con- 
itMual felf-denials and mortifications, and 
by treatin,^ it with a.creatdeai of contempt} 
that thereby be miglu prevent an)' rebel- 
lion of the flcfli againil the law of th<^ 
Spirit. 

Nothing can be more edifying than thefe 
maxims which belaid do\vn as the founda- 
tion of an pA'angelica! life; and to which 

lie perceived ill himfelfa particularvocation^ 
His firfl maxim was to entertain an 

equal degree of di/lrufl in his own fhength, 
and of confidence in the fuccours of the 
gnice of God: the fccoiid was to apply 
InniFclf without ceafing to acquire a true 
knowledge of God^ and of hlmfelf : the 
third was, to die to himfelf^ that he might 
live onlvi and accordint^ io, the life of his 



crucified SavioiU': ancl the fourth, coiu'a- 
^C()tif]\- to ])iit on tiic armour of God,- 
which is, pra\-cr, nuntiHcation, a renuncia- 
tion of the world and vs dan^ertnis allure- 
ments; and abo\'e all intcriour folitudc,- 
and a life of prayer, \\liich is the fchool of 
Une wifdom, and has abA*ays been fruitful 
in produciutT holv and cvangohcal fouls. 

To declare ^vhat were his maxims and 
his refolutions is juil the fame tiling as to 

fny, what was the continual praBice of his 
Vile. The tcflimon\' given by his parents 

proves how exactly he obferved thefe 

m-axijn'? 



tftflxims even from his moft tender vCarj.^. 
*' In proportion, fay they, as he advanced 
" in age, he encreafcd alfo in wifdom both 
*' before God and mart/* 

In his infancv, Inftcad of other chlldlfh 

plays he ufed to makehttle Oratories, Which 
Nvas a prefage of thdt devotion, which dur- 
ing the whole courfe of his Hfe irlclined 
him fo look upon ds a [)arHcular favour 
the being permitted to ferve the Prlcfl at 
the Celebration of the Sacred Myflerit-s. 
A praftice for whicli, as his parents teflifv, 
he always hi!d 'A grtat defirc. 

A refpeft for the Chnrchts \VaS Another 
of the virtues which was particularly re- 
markable in his infancy. Being lliuck 

with the Majefty of thdfe facred plates, 
and with the fanflity of the venerable 
Myflcries therein celebrated, he nevxrr en- 
tered into them, but with fnch a degree of 
reverence as afforded edification to every 
beholden 

When a Soul is Free from everv ie;irthlv 
-affeftioh, and full of God. whom the live 
linefsof it's faith reprefchts as being in a 
flate of immolation tjpon the altars; wlirh 
a Soul is truly fenfible of, and truly grate- 
ful for all his favours; where can fuch a 
Soul experience more celeftlal fweetncfs 
than in the Temples and before the lioly 

Altars? After the firft fkctchcs whlcii ^^'E 



* DepoCtion of his Fdiber and Molbcl*. 
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havcgivcn of the irlfaficyof Benedlft, we 
ought not to be furprifed at what we learrt 
from a multitude of witnclFes, as well with 
regard to his readinefs and diligence in 
alhilingat the Diving Service, as with re- 
gard to the tender devotion atldholyeager- 

nds with which he fougiir after inltruftion 
in the Principles of Chrillianily. The 
principal occupations, and almoll the only 
delights of this Servant of God in his ten- 
der age, ivcre to hear, to read, and medi- 
tate on the word of God. 

In France, and principally in the coun- 
Uy places, on Sundays and feftival daysj 
after having adifted at the Evening Office 
ot the Chmch, it is the cuflom of the peo- 
ple to fpend the reft of the day in different 

recreations. The complaifance and re- 
(jicci which Benedifl* entertained for thd 

^nll of his Parents and his Mailers feem to 
liave been the only njotives which led him 
lo thcfe publick amufements: * *' but with- 
" oiu arty relilh or inclination for ihefc 
" divcrfionS; on thfe contrary, he would 
^' frequently leave them to go and con- 
" vcrie with more a^ed and ferious i)cr- 
'' fons." ^ ^ 

There arc a gr^at rtumbcr of children 
whofe giddinefs and levity is unconquc- 
hhlt; they fatigue thcrafclves by their 

Jtural vivacity, and every day forna new 
. Depofuion of his Fdiher and Mf/cher. 
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iiiclinations, and with the utmoU cag? 
hch procure every objeft of pleafurewjiicli 
prcfcnts itfelf to their imaguiation. Thci: 
aic alTo fonic others whofc indifference ior 
p!eahirc5 proceeds from nothing but a 
mere ilupidity '»f Soul, and M'hofc appi;- 
rent early gravit)-, is nothing but the cffctt 
oi a niclanchollck difpofiiion. But th 
gra^■itv and recollection of young La- 
bre, and Ins retirinor from the ordinaiv 
ofnufenitnts of thofe of his age, proceeded 
from a pure and exalted motive. Ff.-r 
whenfoevcr either obedience or civiliiv 
rendered it a kinil of duf^', he would al\v'a\i 
with a o;ood irracc euffaf^e in innocentdivc'r- 
fions. He was, fays his Uncle M. Vinccii:, 
'* alwa\-s cheariul in his recreations, and 
** contented with his companions." 

If then -while lie was aii intant we fivA 
m him none of tlic defeMs of infants, it \\e 
fmd in him ]i()ihing of that giddincis, ic\:- 
tv, impatient defires, no difgull againil (pi- 
ritual things, no repugnance to labour, r..' 

lOve of that liberty and independciici.' 
which we generally remark in other chi!.:* 
ren: this can be attributed only to Go\ 
who was pleafed to enlighten las budchr; 
realon, and incline him to contemn tlx 
ordinary iinperfeftion?; and follies of ih-^ 
jgc: and to inftru6t liis voung Soul in tl:c 
Jmowledfje of the means that were molt 
proper tocuibhis natural vivacit)', andrf- 

Hvain the firlf fallies of felf-love. This can 

be 
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It ,']ttri!)LncH onlv lo tlic frracc of Jefus 
Ciirill, wlio ciefigning lo nnikc Iiim ii iiio- 

M'l ofiiic moil })ro found Iniiijiiil)'; in i^oofl 

I'.iv.c c<ive him lo undcifluiuU i:n<l Icrioullx- 

h> rc/lc^i: on that woid winch he ■.dwa)s 

LvLIrclfcs to thofc wlior.i lie cails lo a (hue 

/ 
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i jiciictlion. ''Learn cj mi\ for 
" !}.r<\!i and hunihli- of hear/. 

Tht; \'oung Lahrc al the laine time hct^an 
K) flicw an earh^lfrne aijd rcnOi ot filenct* 
.-■:\\ retircnicut. For the Holy G-liofl, who 

iv.di plcafed to clioofe from a clafs of- u\<:n 
V. !.u:n our priJe and vanity looks on with 
(!i!;lain, a fliiking model of a devout and 
rur::cmplative life: fiom that time engaged 
J!!-':ied.f:i to hjUow his vocation, and taunlu 
l..!n by a happ)* experience, in what man- 
Mr the ijleafures which the eonniinnica- 
!i'':iwith maniancl affuids, h:ave an cmpti- 
r.-fs in the ^oul, which has hcgini to be 
'.■:..tcd to its God by filcncc and retlre- 
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Nevcrihclers this fcrlous and compcjfed 
<:i!purition of the Scr\arir <;f God, did noc 
' ihucr an)' one from remarking in him, 
|.'.:;.lcvcn hi his countenance, figns ot a free 
''■n.; cjp'jii difpohtion, and a fund of chear- 
i .'acis wlilch ^vas natiua! to him, which he 
|:-;\r\ed adllilshfe, and the influence of 
\-:;'h cvep/ one perceived \vho looked 
1-, VI ii::a with attention. 






I he age of infancy terminated much 

-KT in him than in the generality of 

15 2 cliildrcn. 
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rhiklren. For liis love of retirement en. 
creafcfl in proportion to his love of read- 
ing, and to the facility with u-Jiich he was 
able to fatisf\' that inclination. From th^i 
tinic, recreations fcemcd to him to be no- 
tliino hut lofs of time. And whenever lie 
engacred in them, it was onh' in confc- 
qucncc of the obedience which he rcn-. 
dered to the commands of his Superiors. 

\\''hen he knew how to read, fays his 
Uncle, " he very feldom engaged in plav 
" or recreations: for inftead of takiim 
** thcfe innocent pleafures, he ufcd to re- 
'* tire to rea<! fome pious book." And ;i£ 
this time alfo liis Uncle began to take no- 
tice of fome buds of the virtues of fcif- 
denial, and felf-contempt, which afterw^ml^ 
^rew up, and (hone in him in an eniiiu'tit 
de/^ree. 

Beine full (^f an entire confidence in tl:c 
paternal care of tlie Almiglu)-, he was al- 
ways content: and confnied himfelf to re- 
ceive only \vitb gratitude what his parcius 
were plcafcd to give, without afking aii\ 
thing, even of tliofe things that were nc- 
(cfTary for his fnbfiflence. During ihc 
nhole courle of bis life he never departed 
fiom tliis abdication of all canbly \h\:->^\^ 
wbicli be liad refolvcd on and praflifed 
from his teiider a^ee. But ibis, v>-bich in 
}-is inf.inr\* was in bdni a ]:ind of Novitiate 
to thr.t Hate of evangelical po\■ert^■ v.Mch 
Uc T^iitil^zi wi:h fo much ligoi.r duiing tlic 

JXit 
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Tt'& of Lis life : wa'^ at that time looked up 
on only as an cfrect of natural balhful' 

iiefs. 

C H A P. III. 



Jus firjl Sluaics, 

■HE defire which lie fl^cwed to Icani. 
X to read and write, dctcnniiicd hispa- 
icMis to {'cw^ liiiii, v.-hcii five years old, to 
\\w. ScIjooIs of Anietie, ^vlicre he had for 
i:.'.s flili inalk-r M. D'Haiiotcl, X'icar of 
ili.it Pariih, wJio thcM kept thofc Schools, 
uw\ v.-;;s atierwards made Recior of the Pa- 
i.:In)i' Bovaval. lie reniain.ed under his 
i.irc :i!l he was beLween ii^xzw and eight: 

\.at".s oid. 

W'licu we make the holy will of God 
;".c molivc and end of all our actions, then 
;■ is that eaeh one of our obligations ap- 
jvjr to us tt) he indirpeufable : and our 
UA\ {.vcrv da\ furninics us both udth lin:c 
u.ij ai-,ihtv to fullil thole ob!i.L],ai:;ons wiih 
iv-Liulaiiix- and tlilio-cncc. If Eenedici was 
JuitKiel of religion and piety to tlie other 
iliilurcn wiih wiium he was educated; he 
I'! [!ic!n an ec^nal and edilAint^ exann>le of 

^'5C!itE\' and aJlitiiiit\' in t!ic <!i(chai'.ic of 
^'. i'lc duties ])rtjper to |)erf'..'ns of ids age., 
'file letter of M. D'ManotLl is a nicA'ing 
p:u;;i of tlie in:prcIi:on v/bieh tlie fi^ht of 
^^■cLuddina. \'.iiucs of this 1..S 'vcur.cr cliri.u- 

L K nie. 
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pie left in his foul. " I always kne^v liirn 
** fays he in one of his letters,' to he a chihl 
of an admirahly good difpofuion, and of 

a fingular and exeniplan* dilioencc in 
difcharging the duties conefpondiijir to 

his age, and endowed with cvcrv .e,(u>;l 
quality which I could wi(h to find i:i,ii 
•* child; and which rendered his memorv 
fo dear to me, that for tlic fpace of about 
eight and twenty years fince he left nic, 
" I never let flip any opportunity of en- 
quiring after him; fo much did I expert 
that feme s^ood would attend him.'* 
To this is added the declaration of Frnn- 
cis Jofeph Forgeois, who fays : * " That he 
** remarked in this child, that he diiiin- 
guifhed himfelt from all the otlicrs oF hi'; 
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iige, hy his modeily, his piety, his doci- 
lity, his meeknefs, his tranquility, and 
his eagernefs to learn to read, and to 
learn the fivit Principles of Religion.'"— 
And Bartholomew Francis de la Rue, ano. 

thcr of his Mafters declares, that "he re- 
marked in Inm a great deal of pie'y, do- 
cilitv, meeknefs, and complaifance for 

his mailer; that he never had occafion 

tL) he afraid of his mafler; as being fen- 

iible ot iiis lia\ing never given him oc- 

" c. lion of ofTeiice. He moreover dc- 

** cliites that he hin.fclf was fo well fatisBcd 

* Frrii.cis Joft[li Fcrncois wa:^ a Seivant of 

** v.iih 
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" with the condu6l of Benedif}, that he 
" does not remember, he ever faid or 
*' did any thing that might grieve him." 

God has been pleafed that the education 
ofBenedift in the firft years of his life, 
Oiould be committed to feveral Matters fuc- 
ceffively, in order that by that means he 
might multiply witneffes of the virtues and 
extraordinary graces whh Avhich he was fa- 
voured in his infancv. He in a particular 
manner pofrelTed all the virtues fuitable to 
that age: a fcrupulous diligence in the dif- 
fharge of his duties, love of ihid\', refpcft 
for his parents, docility and obedience to 
ills matters, and civility to all. But what 
appeared to be far beyond tlie capacity of a 

child, and which neverthelefs was the fin- 

gi.lar charaftcr of Benedift, was even at 
iliat time, a fenfible love of retirement and 
rccolleflion, a remarkable difengagement 
of his lieart from all ^ffcBion to carthlv 
things, a rcic^ning inclination forplctv: and 
to fav all in one word, an ijutiripatcd know- 
icd^e of that true ClH-i{Hanit\' which does 
every tiling for the love of God, which 
tends continually towards God, p.nd wlilcli 
in ail things endeavours to imitate the po- 

veny and humility of its" ciucified Sa- 
viour. 

Let us not by any means pretend to 
mcafure the wifdom of God by the dimi- 
nutive fcale of the hinnan undcrftanti"ng. 
Cod is wonderful in all his Saints. His 

IVuvidcncc 
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j'iovulence fliincs upon his Church ia 
t vfTV af^c with great luflrc, and in lucii a 
r-iiinner as renders it more ana Hiorc vi- 

fible. In all probability the reafon why 
God im])artcd to Benedict while he \vai» 
yet an intant, fuch extraordinary graces; 

was, tliat by new examplt'S capable ot 

lirouhno our drowfv faith; he might con- 

\ mce us, tliat his Church, which is ahvavs 
Hoiy, will never ceafe to have Saints ot 

every age, as well as it has Saints in every 
ftale and condition of liie- 

C H A P. IV. 
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ST, Bernard by thefe remarka!)]-: 
words delcribcs the tranfition oi Sr. 
Malachias, from a ftate of infancy to iliat 
of \ oulli. 

^ "■ The youth of St. Malaclil.is, was c:i- 
'' lucl)" ot a piece with his ini,:iKN'. H^' 
*-* jMcferved the iiirae purih% the i'.nuc fim- 
*' pliLiiv, the fame innocence of ukum'^. 
'* 1 he oni)* difleience uidi could l^c ob- 

^' Icrvci 
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* Lj ij:ti qird^i jncriUa fic erat. Porro n<n 

'ii'Ji jhCii cnJciUk a'M(^ irJ^^lfcJ jiinul Hie IrJU'-- 
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" fcP-cH in him in tliofe two differen 
" fl^ges of his life was, that in his youth 
he entertained a flill greater denre to 
grow in wifdom and in grace both with 
" God and man; in (uch manner that be- 

'• fides tl]e common obhgations incumbent 
" on him, he took upon himfelf certain 

particular devotions and obfe]vances; 
and by this means raifed himfelf to a de- 
gree of virtue and holinefs to which it 
*• was difficult for others to attain " 

We mayobferve a Uriking likenefs be- 
luct'ii this elogium which St. Bernard 
i^ncsof the adoiefcence of St, Malachias, 
iiiul rhe expicITions \vhich the Parents of 
Bc'iiedifi made ufc of in giving an account 
ot the conduct of th(dr Son, from his infan- 
' V till he was about twelve vears old, which 

vas the tmie when he left his Father's 
lifiiire, and was put undei- the care of hit 
I /iclc tlie Reverend RcQor of Erin. 

We may fee in tliis liappy refemblance 
between thcfe two Charatiers, and with a 
fdtsfiafiion whigli is well able to animato 
tJiir Faidi, that it is always the fame Divine 
bpitit who makes Saints ; and that though 
tbc fruits of his giaces may be different, 
according to the difference of the ages and 

'" ^ grada a^vd Dcum ij homines. Nffi quod 
jnster injiifufa cvmmunia^ mnlta JingidariUr fucie- 
^<^Uin quihui pcivis ftaif-ai onir.cs^ h aliQutm neni<k 
i^^'i^^t ad tarn ardwtfcfd,, St Bciu. hi viia S. 

Oates 
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fates of the peiTons to v.l:o:-n he Impaii^ 
(liem; yet lliat the fouree, tiu* fomulaUon, 
and tlie fiihllaiicc of tlie laM^'.itv ho-i 
whence thefe fruits proceed, Is the fanie in 
rvcrv A^c, and in every fiate: and that Fv 
a ])ailicr.lar difpofition of his Divmo Pi". 
^■u^ellcc, It fometi?nes h<ippens that cJiiMr:! 
railed in their infdnc\-and at the fir^t h'vr 
to a life of hoHnefs, and who perfcvc.c 
faithful to their vocation, niav be prop<.)rcJ 

as models to thofc perfons wlio feeni run :o 
hear till the lafl hours of their Hie t! .:: 
voice of God which never ceafes to c; : 
them to a life of holinefs. 

This conchifion naturally follows ficin 
the idea formed in our minds, by the ir.nl- 

titude of tcftimonies of the conduft of Vjv- 

nedift in the courfe of his infanc>' and f i 
his youth. ** His parents in particular d;- 
" clare, that during the nme he rontlrii:::! 
under their caie, he gave them conihvu 
proofs of a fincere piet\'; by his affiil::!;^ 

'* at the Divine Offices and infliu'^iidii^ 

with a degree of attention and reverence 
truly edifying: of wifdoin and prurience, 
in never faying or doing anv tiling un- 
becomuig: of obedience, l>y o]wa\ s tltv 
*^ ing what he was ordered, with chearfnl- 

nels and alacrity: of Pcaceiulncfs in;^!- 

ways behaving towards his father, Ins 

mother, his brothers, and fiflcrs in ^v.A 

manner, as never to jiivc them airv (C- 
" Ciifion of uneaOncis ar offence ; nnd ria 
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uciiiflcrful paticiicc, by bdariii;^ tlieXVcaki 
iicfies and inipeif'e^uons of his father-, 
*' his niutlicT, his brothers, liis fillers, unA 
'• tiiofe of his age; ahvavs maintaining a 
'■ fcrcnc and chcaiful conntcnancc not*- 
" withflan'l'n^ whatever ihcv iaid or did 
" to him ; and this to fnch a dcgicc, as to 
'• ui;jke thofc who had been culpable, a- 
" Ihaincd of their proeeednigs.— 7\ difjjo- 
*' {ition (add his ])a!C!i:s which rendcicd 
'• this cliild molt dear and annahlc to thenij 
" as lie likewifc was to every one wJio 
" knew hnn." 

''ibe Parents of young Lab re being 
cluirnicd witii ilu\:;ood quahuesof his heart 
aiiil ot his loul, thought ihjt they t>ught to 

concur with the dehgji^ ot God concerning 

liiin, b\- procuring tor him, jointly with th^ 
innvlech^e c'f the Latin tontjue, an educa- 
i!o!) fnpeiioi-to that which he^voulcl be able 
^' ubtuin whiic he ihouid cuntinuc in his 
father's houle. 
: M. Labrc, who was botli liis uncle and 
k:.i G()(ifat!:or, recci\'cd jrom the hands ot 
ii:^ parents this \'Otuig plant, who had al- 
K'.tdy aflbrdL'd fuch pioinifing hopes'toall 

il.ofc who had had him uuder their ci-rj, 
•v/.d had oiven him the lull cultivation. 

llcin diet during his ^vhoIe liic: iooked upon 
It as a hnoular favour of divine Providence, 

lliat ill the moll ciitical aire of youth he 
I'ad been committed to the care and affec- 

'iou of this worthy EcclcfiaJlick, in whom, 

lie 
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ht all at once found a Preceptor, a Spiip 
lual Dircflor, a Friend, and a Pattern for 

liis Imltatibn-. 

The Servant Of God beine then in tlie 
twelfth year of his age : his virtuous uncle 
thought he ought to begin his couiic ot 
education, hv difpofirifr him to make hi) 
firft Communion: aild therefore gave hiiu 
notice to prtipare himfelf for it. 

At this news his Sotil was filled with fen- 

timeuts of jov, of love, of humility, and of a 
holy feari Thefe woids of the Apoltlc, 

L^t a man prove hiinfclj^ (Mid jo let him rat 

vfihat liedKnly bread, were the moll com- 

hion fubjctl of his thoilghts; He had for 

a long timt figh'cd after this happincfs, for 
which bv a loilg pni61icc of meditation lic 
had acquired the (rrcatcfl cflecni; Before 
the approach of this happv day he ufed Im 
htmoft ei^deavours t<i cleanfeaiid purify iiis 
foul by a General Conieilioii. And this 
was the firft out of five oi fix General Con- 

fcflions which h*^ Inadc in the couilc ot li;! 
life. 

The melhod which he took to prepare 

himfelt for the Sacraincin of Penance, isfo 
edifving, that it will without doubt he boih 
agreeable and ufcful to give a particuljr 
account of it. 

The venerable Beriedifl: being pcrfuadca 
that without the grace of God we can tlo 
nothing, no not eveil difcover our o^^n 

faults fo as to view them in that light in 

tvliidj 



wliiclju'e ought to coiifidcr lljem: flrll- 
implored the hght oi' the Holy Ghoit, and 
bcfoughthim not only to bring to his re- 

niciTibrance his fins with all their diflerent 
circunirtances; but likewlfe to difcover i<i 
him the true ftate of hisi'oul, his biai's, and 

inclinations. 

After this he ferioufly examined into th6 
flatc of his confcience, proceeding accord- 
ing to the order of the Commandments, 
and to the virtues correfponding td each 
Conitnandmcnt; therewith examining and 
loinpuring his life and ail his aflion.s, front 
the time h(i had made his lail Confeffion. 

When he examined his confcience for a 

Genera! Confeiiion, he divided his Hfe in- 
to fo many fjjaces of tijne as he had made 
(Tcncral confeffions after his firft Commu- 
nion: and then began with the laft Epochs 
and went back in regular order from that 
totiie firfl. 

In the courfc of this c!>wamination he look 
fpcclal care not to make himlelf the judge 
of his own aclions; this he confidered as 
the province and privilege of the jMinifter 






of jefus Chrift. And therefore tliat he 

might not tranfgrcfs liis own bounds, he 
explained what temptations he had expe- 
rienced, and how he had behaved under 
them: as likewife what fpecial graces lie 
^ad received from Almighty God, and gave 
a particular account in what manner he 
nad correfpondcd with them. 

C The 



The examination of his confcience l)c* 
hig finifhed, he again had recoUrfe to 

humble and fervent prayer to obtain of 

God a true contrition of heart, and endea- 
voured to excite this contrition in his foul, 
by a feriousconfiderationof all the motives 
\vhich Faith fuggefts as leading to it. 

Above all he endeavoured to excite in his 
foul a forrow for fin founded on thofe ino- 
tives which render it pt if eel contrition^ liv 
confidering fin as an ingratitude committed 
a;i;aiuil God, a difobedience to his law, and 
an outrage offered to his infinite and effen- 

tial fdnftilv. And in hisaccufation of him- 

fclf he prefen-'ed order, clearnefsjprecifjon, 
humility, and finccrity, to an admirable de- 
gree. 

After this he liftened to the words of his 
Confeffor with very great refpeft, fubmit- 
ting his own private opinions to his deci- 
fions, being docile to his inftruftions, and 
\cnerating his words as oracles fent from 
Leaven. 

Before receiving the Abfolution 1;^ 
bowed himfclf down ; and, for folne time 
humbling himfclf in the prefence of AI- 
mishtv God- renewed his forrow for his 

fins, and endeavoured to excite in his loul 

rtioft liveiy aBs of contrition; after which 

be modefUy raifcd his head to give his 

Confeffor to tinderfland that he was iio\.' 
ready to receive abfolution^ 

He 
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He was pcrfuaJefl in his own mind, and 
frt-qncntly repeated to others tliis idea, 

which he faid he le.init from S. Terefa, 
thnt a nmltititdc v'l ChrifUaiis pkinge thcm- 
ftlvcs into eternal iniferies by making fa- 
crilcirions Confefiions. He diflinguiihcd 

the finners who went to Confellion, inta 
three clafFcs: the perfect j>enitenti;, the im- 
pcrfcft penitents, and the falfc penitents: 
uho appeared to him, as forming three 
Proceflions of people, wlio in departing 
horn the facred Ti ibunal of Penance, 

took each a different roach 

The firfl clafs, which canfifled of but 
very fc\\\ was compofcd of truepcnitejits: 

thele w'ere tl:ev who having probed the 

Komids of t}:cir fouls to the bottom* had 

inanifellcd them witli fincetlty and without 

(jiliniifc: had entertained a fmcere forrow 

for them ; had bewailed iheni with truly 
penitential tears; and witliout having nc- 

gkfted any of the conditions necefl'ary for 
a good Confeffion, had afterwards ufed their 
i:tnio{l: efforts to appcafe the divine juftice, 
Ly their faffs, their prayers, their ahns, and 
other mortifications, and exercifes-of piety 

fnperadded to the penitential works en- 
joined them by the Miniflers of God; and 
hcJtl endeavoured, by faithfully performing 
tlu'. conditions required for the gaining of 
hidiilgences, to fupply what was ftill want- 
ing in them to fulfil all jnflice. The Ser- 
^Jia of God looked upon thefc holv peni- 

G 2 (eiits^ 
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rents as being cloathed with a wliltc and 
luminous robe: who in the inonient of 
their death are carried to heaven, and enter 

in triumph into the eternal Tabernacles of 
the hving God. 

The fccond clafs, flill very few, yet more 
numerous than the former, was conipcfed 
of imperfect penitents, who had their gar- 
ments tin'Tcd of a red colour. Thefc were 

O 

ihey ^\'ho had indeed faithfully complied 
with the conditions cfTentiallyncceffary for 
a good conft'flion, and had not rendered 
the grace of penance ufelefs. But relying 
too much on the pardon they had obtain- 
ed, they had afterwards Ihewn but very 
little zeal in performing the penitential- 
works prcfcribcd them by their Conlefror: 

and had neglcRed to have recoin fe to ilic 
Indulgences, which their tender and com- 

jjafTionate mother the Church offers to Jts 
penitent and reconciled children, to ])'.ii 

tliem in the way offnpplying their own in- 

fufficiency of fatisfying the divine jufticc 
for their ilns. Heaven, faid he, icnijiai 
Ihut againll tlieirdefires c)f entering: ar.d 
they are pufhed hack towards purgatory lu 
con^bsleat that fa:ii'action, which the Di- 
vine }uflice demands, and to be entirely 
purified from every thing which has defiled 
iheir fouls. 

The falfe Penitents who compofed the 
third cLf?, and which was far more nu- 
merous than the two former, appeared to 

him 



3^ cl'-nihcd v.itli flirtv aivi filili}- gaiinenf^: 
V.)L-ic wrtc th^^^ who uil::-r by lidilc iiud 
cMraorciiiiiiiy Jic^li^-^tMicc in t'r.r cxaniiiid- 
:vin ofilicir'coiifh't'iicc, iiy being di.*llitute 
nhnic runtritinn or a firnj rcrt>lw!ioM- oi 
a-^uMdin'.'iit, In* want of fmcciity in the 
,:.:kiiuu'ie(lgnictn of tlu'ir fins, or In' hmig 
ovcrromc by a wretched fear nr ilianie, 
wilhiUv concealed yny part ut then 
fins 'Jii'^ ^y ^''3^ means defiled their fouls 
uitii tlic verv watcis of that facred bath 
which was intended to reftore them lo 

ih.cir original purity: thcfe appeared to- 
him as facriliglons hvpocritcs, who go to 
hell bv the very rnaJ whicli ou^lit, and 
wws intended to lead them to hcavcji. 

Tliefe thoughts flrongly imprinted' in 
, t'-.t' mind of Benedict a dread and horror 
ui lln. And tiicy contributed U) prelervc 
jncl defend his innocence M;r-iin.ft tcn^pta- 
■•AiW?, and to render hencficiai to him tiie 
uic of the Sacranients, to which he had 
reoniirfe to be piuificd from his fnis, 

A "-encral (■onfefIi(>n maJe accordn^^r to 

the Meiliod of BenediH, is i:iidou[)tedlv 
ail CKcelient prepaiaiion for the firif com- 
iniiMo:?. To wbdch pici'Hrarion lie alfo 
a(l(Ut'l Meditation, Prav er, and fonic par- 
i:i.-ii]ar ans of >-Ioir;fic aiit-'ii. 

M> know fjys St. '1 i;c;inas "^^ wliat cF- 
iciis ibe Bread wliich can:e down from 



^ S.Thcajas, Opufc. dt Vru. Sacr. A!r. 
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Heaven produces, ■when it is received iti- 
to a Soul well prepared for it. As ii is 

the Bread of Ans;els it makes us pure like 
them: as it is the Blood of God, u in fonic 
manner transforms lis into God: as it is 
the tree of life, })Ianted in the hearts ot 
the faithful, it fails not immediately to 

produce both the flowers which exhale 
the good odour of true difciples of Jclus 

Chriil, and the plentiful fruits of every 

Chrlftian virtue. 

Thofe which the grace of his firfl Com- 
munion produced in this Servant ot God, 
immediately manifefted thcmfclves by a 

fenfible incrcare of his fervour and piel}» 
and by a more clofe and perfect union 
with God : for from this moment b.e 
turned all his thoughts and affettions to- 
wards Heaven: continually endeavouritij 
to make his Soul a lively model of Jefus 
Chriil, and continually afpiring to fuch a 

degree of perfe6tion, that he might fay 

with the Apofllc, / live, or rather it is 
iiot /, but Cknji who Uveth in me* But his 
inclination to works ot Penance and Mor- 
tification was llill more fenfible: lor from 
that time, he begdn to obferve all the fail 
davs appointed by the Church with fcru- 
pulous exactiicfs : and fuch was his tem- 
perance and niccnefs in this point, that lie 
would rather tread under his feet the molt 

delicious fruiis of his Uncle's garden, than 

oficr 
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offer to tafte any oF tliem, which were 

moil capable of allurincj him. 

He entertained a ftill more ardent love 
for his neighbour, for they now began to 
take notice that he abridged himfelf of his 
neceffarv fuflenance, that he rai^rht fecretlv 
convey to a poor woman, that toed which 

was given to him for his own nourifhmcnt, 
and, in this manner by one and the fame 

aft praftifed the two Chriftian virtues of 
Penance and Almsgiving. 

He had alfo a ilill more evident love 
offolitude and retirement: for from this 
time he began to entertain a total difre- 

gard for the world, and all his thoughts 

and converfation turned towards Heaven*. 
" From this time his only delight was to 

" remain either at the foot of the Ahars, 
" or in a little fummer hoiife at a diftance 
'* from his Uncle*s dwelling honfe, and 
" wl^cre he was almoll continually occu- 

'* pied in reading books of Piety.'* 



* IJcpofuion of Mr. Viroux 
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CHAP. V. 

Sujtimefiis of Efttem zchich the Unck, and 
the School-fdiows ofiht Strvant of God^ 

entertaintid J or. hun^ 

IT commonly happens- that a. virtuous 
man gains an afcendant, and a ceitaiu 
tind of natural authority over them with 
whom he lives, which procures him both 
dieir eflecm and refpett; and whicli al- 

mofl always tends to promote piety and 
virtue among^them. 

After die dcfcription we have alrcadv 

given of the qualities and virtues of tin-; 
$er\'ant of God; weoughtnottohcafloniih- 
cd at any of thofe things that are reported 
of him, at the impreflion wJiich his con- 
duct made on the hcajts of thofe who were 
e\ e-witneffcs of his a61ions, or. at the {k:^\' 
timents and marks of fricndihip, cllccii:, 
and refpect which tlicy fliewcti him. 

■^ *' 1 he children, fa)s ^.Ir, KmaHoin 
" Rcflor of Erin, paid to him at Icii'i .^ 

** great refpect, as ihcy did to their Mc:- 

'* ter on account of his Pictv. ' ii--- 
teflinionv .u^recs u iih that whirh is ^■^^- 
bv I^I. CkuiCiu, wlio i;i) s, " '\\^^x the ci.!.- 
*• dren obfervcd fonicihino- In hini wbiJ: 
*' infpircd thejii wrJi mure. rc(pcd lur 

* Letter of Mr. E:uai.IoJJ, P.ctloi uf Etin. 

" hiui 
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'* him, than the prefcnce of even therr 
** Mailer himfelt produced." This is 
likcwife attefted by many of his former 
Irhoolfcllows, \\'hcn they u'cre feparafely 
interrogated, in what manner he ufed to 
condufi. himfclf in his voulli; and whofe 

depofitions arc contained in the letter of 
the Reverend Rcfior of Erin, He faj's, 
"They, (Jofeph ' BrilTel, James le Gay, 
" and James Louis Thuilhers,) have all 
" declared, and alfured me, that, they al- 
*' \\'a\s obfcrved him to be very prudent 
'' and exemplarly in his conduft; that he 
" fcverely reprimanded them, when he 
*' faw them do, or heard them fpeak any 
" tiling improper, or contrary to the com»- 
*' mandments of God: that he was very 

pious, modeil, and devout in the 
Church; that he confl^ntly aflifted ait 
all tlie Divine Offices, without c^'er 
moving liimfclf; that he always applied 
himftU diligently to read good books^ 
that inftead of eating the food that was 
given to him, he would frequently give 
it to fome poor perfon out of the win- 
dow; that when he went to take a walk 
or other recreation with his Uncle the 
Rcflor, he carried with him fome books 
of piety, and read them as he walked 
along; and in a word that all the time 
he lived in the Parifti of Erin, they 
xicver faw him do, or heard him fpeak 

** iuiy 
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*' any thing, that vas any ivr.y improper, 
•' or contrary to ^ood manners." 

Next to- that fwectnefs A\hich flows \^i^ 

the Soul of a pious Clinftian by convorfin!; 
with God in Prayer, it can experience 
none greater than that of hearing God 
fpcak to it by the means of good bo{ 
in which employment the Servant of Gcd 
employed every moment of time he couiil 

find otl>erwife vacant. Among the booLs 

belongirvg to his Uncle, li-e found li.e 
Sermons of Pere le Jei'ne the Oratonai. 
who is alfo and more commonly known 
by the name of Pere I'Avetigle. 

The force of his reafoning, founded en- 
tirely on the evidence of good fenfe, ihc 
bewitching fmoothnefs of his kind of flnnd 
flyle, the fimplicity, and if I may fo call 

it, the popularity of his expreffions, would 
naturally produce in a Soul and imaiM 

tion difpofed like that of Benedifl, a ccr 
tain kind of interefled pleafure, flowin 
from a conformity of fcntiment; an 
vhich in effeft it did produce in huv.. 
for which reafon he made the Sermons 
of this Preacher his favourite book?: k 
had them continually in his hands, -.ivA a 
great and happy memory preferved ciunn^ 
his whole life, the depofited trutlis c: 

Chriftian Morality, which the frcqucM 
reading of ihefe Sermons bad deeply i -• 
printed in his SouU 



ma- 
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Fear and love are the two fprings whi<^h 
aft moil powerfully upon the human 
I'cart. And Pere le Jeune makes ufe of 
tiicTc with a great deal of force and pathe-* 

tick feafibility, particularly in his two 
^Sermons, on Hell, and on the fmall num- 
■ berof the EleB. Thefe Sermons, made 
!a very deep impreflion in the Soul of this 
I|)ioui young man; and the more fo, as he 
read them at a time when he began feri- 
uLillv to think on choofing a ftate of life, 
and this made him redouble his ferVour in 
Ills pravcrs, and beg of God to dire6^ him 
bv his grace to choofe that, to which his 
Divine Providence fhould be pleafed to call 
lum. 

The pious young man was nOw near en- 

[tcring into the fixtecuth year of his age* 

Ami a delicate and timorous confcience, a 

courageous heart, and a generous Soul, 

ti.iincd up from his infancy in the purefl 
nnd moll folid maxims of Piety and Reli- 
gion, would naturally incline him to em- 
brace a flate, which might iurnifh his ar- 
dent fpirit wilh the means which were 
moll likely to raife him to the utmofl: pitch 
of human pcrfeftion. His inclination to 
lolitiule, his- retirement and feparatioil 
From the worl<l, his love of Prayer, and 
of tjic excrcifes of Piety, which the fre- 

,*iucnt participation of the Holy Sacra- 
ments daily more and more augmented in 

,bni; immediately turned his thoughts 

lo\vard3 
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Inwards a Relitrious ftate of life. And ilid 
fiirns of his vocation to tliis uatc appeared 
hiore certain, inafmiich as for fcvcral 

years, he had cxercifed himfclf in the 

conftant pratlice of povertyj humility, 
and penance. 

Being refolved lo clioofe among the 
different Religions holifcSi one in which 

ills inclination for the praBic& of thcle 
three virtues might more eafily be fatisfied^ 
he imiiil^d lately pitch'ed upon the Abbey 
of La Trappe, which is rendered famous 
bv having embraced the original rule, and 
Spirit of the Order bf St. Bernard, and 
in which that fpirlt is with great edifica- 
tion kept up till this very day. After hav- 
ing again by humble and fervent pra}cr 

endeavoured to know what was the will of 
God in his regard, and fupplicaicd his 
divine direction; lie made known his de- 
fire and intention to his l^ncle. 

This virtuous ecclcfuilHck advifcd him 

to open the matter to liis Father and Mo- 
ther. A pious young man will ahvays be 
refpeftfulj tender, and fubminive to his 
Parents. Bencdift \vzs the eldeft of a nu^ 
xncrous family, and his Parents liad always 
looked upon him aS the child \vho was to 

be their principal comfort, and fupport iii 

their old age. And as he was to inherit 
a decent Patrimony, they entertained 
thoughts of, and began to look round tU 

fee how tbey might lix him in a happy 

and 
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and ptaeeful ftate; but they u'^re aSifledi 
at hearing this their Son^srefohition. The 
tendernefs of his Mother was fhocked, par- 
ticularly at his mentioning the Abbey of 

fa Trappe. They oppofed to his defires 

fuch a refinance, that his mofl e^rneft fo 
licitations were not able to conquer. Th« 
humble young .man confidered their refu- 
fal, as one of th,e trials which Divine Pro* 
vidence waspleafedto make of his virtue. IJIia 
ready obedience forbid every rnurrpHr; he 
returned t;0 his Uncle to put himfelf again 
under his dn^ftion, and r^fplved by xjc- 

doubling his fervour, to endeavour tO 
obtain of Godj that he would one day 
voachfafe to accept of the facrifice and 
dedication of himfelf^ (which he wiflied 
10 make) to his Divine Service^ 

Chap, vl 

The Servant of God returns to the Parijh of 
Erin where he remains HH the year 1766. 

IT foraetimes happens that difappoint- 
ments and conHadiflions weaken a 
man's refojutions, and cail him into de* 
fpondencv. But. that which Benedift ex* 
perienc^d by his Parems refufing tb6r 

confent to bu.goijig tp the Abbey of la 

Trappe; ott the contrary contributed tore- 
tiouble his fefVQur^ aud'infpire him wi^h a 
greater attachilaeixt to his duties, a greater 
jove for. prayer a;id forthe reading of gooi 
boab^gr^At^r circumfpeajonin his words^ 
greater i:e;ferve Inbi^. c6ndua,greaterhn?pli* 

D city 
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City In his manners, greater feparation from 
Worldly pleafures, and a greater defire of 

uniting his Soul more clofely to God bv a 
frequent participation of the Holy Sacra- 
ments. 

His Uncle's houfe was to him a kind of 
Monafter\-; where, as much as his fitua- 
tion would allow, he obfei-ved a religions 
poverty, the filence of a cloifter, and all 
the regularity of a religious communIt\-. 
Mis fubmiifion and ready obedience to the 
will of his Uncle, was like that of a Reli- 
gious man to his Superior. Being already 
accuftomed to the aufterities of a peniten- 
tial life, he rigoroufly obfer\'ed all the Fad 
days commanded by the Church, although 

by his not having yet attained to twenty- 
one years of age, he was exempt from the 
Law'of Faftingi Such was the conduft of 
this Ser\-ant of God for the fpace of two 
vears and a half, which he fpent at Erin: 
whofe virtues are flill frefii in the mind% 
highly eflcemed, add frequently fpoken of 
bv the inhabitants of that place; the grcat- 
cll part of whom had been eye-witnelt'es of 
his condufl. And the proofs he afforded 
them of his charity for them, will for a 
long time render them grateful to lus 

fnemoty* 

A cruel epldemick difordet defolated 
ihatParlfh; fo that ever\^ houfe was full 
of perfons attacked with it; infomuch, 
that there was fcarce any perfon who ^^■as 

able to fupply the wants ot the fick. or ta 

attend 
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attend and ferve them. TheTe and fiicli 
like misfortunes to which human nature 
isfubjefl; almoft always furnifh Religion 

with matter of triumph; Lecaufe fhey al- 
ways afford a true Chrillisn occafions of 
exercifiinii his virtues; tor he fcarce knows 
how vahiable Ins Vi^t:: is, but only at the 
lime when he has an opportunity of mak- 
ing a facrifice of it to God, by ferving his 

brethren. 

The virtuous Uncle on this occafion 
flicwed his zeal and love for his Parifhio- 
ncrs lobe boundlcfs: and the charily of 
lliis pious young man inlpired him with 

courage and refolution to hiave every dan- 
ger. To neither Uncle nor Nephew did 
the night affotd any rell, after the fatigue 
ef the day; but each one, witliout any re- 
Ijxation, went hi'.her and thither to afford 
rtiief, wherever danger called them; fo 
tliat there was no one fick pcrfon in the 
whole Parifh, who was not vifitcd, ferved, 
comforted, and affilLcd. 

In countiy places, the catile conflitute 
a great part of the fortune of the poor 
larmers; infomuch that to lofe their cat- 
'ie, is to them an evil almoit as great as to 

lofe their own lives. Benedict knew tins, 
iitid therefore he endeavoured to render 
tlicm all the fcrvice that wa.s in his power; 
by dividing his labours, partly in taking 
Care of the poor fick perfons: and partly 
1!) taknig care of the cattle that belonged 
lo them. 

D 2 While 
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While his Uncle, wholly employed in 
the exercife of his Paftoral Office, expofed 

his life in vifiting and comforting the fick, 

and llripped himfelf of all that he was 
worth, to afford relief to his poor Parifhio- 

ners; this charitable yoimg man performed 
ior them the mc^fl abjecl and laborious 
icrvices. He took care of tlicir cattle, 
cleaned their flails : and he, who by the life 
tic had lived with his Uncle, and whole 
education iecms to have folbid him to be 
employed in menial labours; might be fre- 
(piently fccn running fomelinies to the 

)^^ardcns, fomctinics to the fields, and rc- 
uirning again loaded with greens, graf:?, 
and piovondcr for the cattle and other 
animals, tlic care of which he had *akcn 
upon hiinfcif, and whicli he diflributed to 

ilicm with his own hands. 

So gieat cliarity is never exercifed wiili- 
out meeting with a proper icward, God 
who keeps an account of every cup of 
cold water given in alms for fiis fake, 
without doubt will never forget it: but he a^' 
different are the thoughts of God, and how 
iijucli more exalted, than the thoughts of 
man I The world fomctimes gives w-eahli 
or titles of hontniT as the reward of pjit 
fervices: but God fiequently fends to his 
friends new croffcs ro endure, as the rc- 
compenfe of what they have already done 
or fuffered for his fake. And what is thi^ 
but the fulfilling thofe words of our Savi- 
our : 
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our: Wo be to them icho hav^ received their 

cnjoluiiun hcie^ by which our infinitely 

wife, and good God gives us to undcr- 
iiand that he does not confound tlic linie 

t i coiiibat, M'iih tlic time of triumph, and. 
i;i iccciving the reward of our vihories: 
[ ttt that the mo ft precious lecompence for 

].<;Il fei vices which a Chnilian ought to 
licfire, i'o long as he (hall continue in this 
Jiic, is ihat, of new oceafions o{ ferving, 
and fuHilling the will of God here, and 
liieieby nicnting a nioic glorious crown 
Lereaiicr, 

It was in this manner that God was plca- 
f.'d to deal wuh iln^ his Servant. The E- 
puienncdl <l\{iji<lci after a time ceafcd: but 
liiC excels of iaii^ue had totally exlianlled 
iiic Itieugth of tlie woriliy ReMur of luin. 
A lit of Iicknef^, whieiiwasthe conftrcjuence 
< i a, in a few days carried him out of this 
^wJild, to the gieatgiicfof tlie iiiliabitanis 
"i llie pariQi, who for along time regretted 
the lo(s of their worthy Pallor. 

Wl:at a {iroke was this for Eencdicl, 
iii'.d m what a fiiuation was he lefil God 
i:ad depri\x'(i iiim (jf a niiillcr, a patron, a 
it-'conu father. In his lioufe he iound a 
ictreat, wlucii in a (Treat meafuic alleviated 
ilic rcgrcL he experienced at finding the 
.\Ionailer!es Unit a^^ainll bun, by his parents 
icU.i'iiig their conlent. i^ut the death of 

1-;^ Uncle leilhjm alnujlt without fu])jH)rt, 
i*-d iecmcu lo be a piehige of new obiia- 

D 3 cles 
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cfes to thefollowincr his vocation. Tl)e Ser- 
vant of God faw the whole exteiu of his 

lofs: neverthelefs his courage encrcafcd 
with his confidence in God ; and the Holy 
Ghoft fpeakiiig interioufly to his foul, gave 
him to underftand that aChriftian is never 
flronger, than when he has no reliance 
but on God alone. 



CHAP. VIL 

lie retuyiu af^aui to his Parents^ dnd again 

endeavcurs to obtain their conJcUtJor hin\ 

to go to La Trappe, 



T 



HE idea and repreferttation of liis 
Uncle m the agonies of death ^vas 
deeply and jafting'rv imprinted in the mind 
oi this Servant or God, and was in a man- 
ner coniinuallv I. et'ore his eyes. It is in 

this fchool of the contcmphuion of death 
tliat true Chriilians are formed to virtue* 
That important moment difcovevs the true 

value of Time and Eternilv* For to a 

Avife man who feeks truth willi fmceritv of 
heart, and who, upon the Tomh of a 
j)crfon who was once dear to hirrt, readi 
■with attention, the fragility of mans 
life, and the vanity of the world ; G(kI 
iiViUiediately becomes the only objeft of 
his dcfircs. Thefe kind of rcfleftions 

contrlbuKil 
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contributed to awaken in Ecnedifl the 
thoughts of retirement, and the defire oif 
folltudc, that he miglit have nothing lo da 
but to labour for the falvaiion of his Soul. 
His humility inclined him to believe^ that 
the true obuacje to the fucceA; of his hopes 
and endeavours, was hisown imwortlnncfs: 
and lor this reafon tie ufed all poflible 
means to render Almighty God propitious 

10 him. He encreafed the number of his 
prayers, and redoubled his fervour in his 

devotions. And by the prafcHce of works 

of penance and partircular mortifications, he 

laid deep the foundation of that life of po- 
vert)', aufterity, and felf-<lenial, which he 
aherwatds carried to fo great a degree of 
pcrFeftion. 

It was at this time that he made his fe- 
cund general Contcflion, in order to pre- 
pare ininfelt to lead a life n:ori' holy, more 
united to God, and more woriliy of being 

admitted into a RL'Iigious flate, which was 
the conflant object of his wifhes. 

The Servant of God being now again 
returned lo his parents after the death of 
the venerable Ke61or of Ertn, took this oc- 
cafion to folicit their coiifcnt for him to 
enter into a Religious Houfe; and that 

they w*ould give him leave to go to tlie 
Abbey of La Trappc. But he now met 

with a fecond repulfc, flill ftrcnger than 

that which he had experienced before : 

particularly from liis mother, who was er-i 

coaraaed 
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couragcd in her vcfufiil, by the roncuncr.'- 
oppofition which the whole family made to 
his propofal. 

But being now eighteen years old, he 
thought that he might Ihow more finiincfs 
aad refolution, without any ways deviating 
from the refpc^t due to his parents. He 
forcibly mgedto them the necellity of fol- 
lowing his vacation : and Ihewcd tiieui 

that the reafons which fhockcd iheli tcp.- 
dernefs, and engaged thcra to endeavour 
lo turn his thoughts from the refolution he 
had taken oi choofuig to go to La Trappe, 
ought on the connaiy to encourage thcni : 
becaule, laid lie, a conllant inclination to 
a clofe retirement and to the exercifcs ci 
the holy auftcnties of a penitential life, is 

the molt ccrialu fign of a vocation to a 

Keligious Ihitc. 

The parents of Benedi£l having al\\\;\.s 
been veiy religious : they apprehended i!:at 
by longer lefiiiin^ the defires of their Son, 
tliey nilght probably be found to have rc- 
llfted what was tiic will of God. '1 he 
Servant ot God, in confequcnce of thi.^ 

i lea, at length obtained their confeni nud 

their benediction- He accordinglv left 
them: and the fatigue of a long journey 
did nothing but augment his zeal, and uc- 
dclires oi living a pour and mortified life. 

What a nuilntude of femlments of jov 
rrcfcntcd thcnifelves to ihc loul of tie 

iiervaut of God as foun as he aimed with- 
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in fight of the Abbey of La Trappe ! He 
now thought himfelf fecure of the objeft 
of his willies: but he here found a new 
trial of his \ irtue, where he hoped to have 
found a place of reft and repofe. This 
Abbey had lately loft a great number of its 
members: and in order to adapt the ability 
of its fubjefls totlie feverity of its Ryles; 
the Superiors liad judged it prudent not to 
admit any pcrfons aS new mertibers, but 
thofe whofc natural conftitution was al- 
ready abfoluteiy formed, and capable of ob- 
ftTving the feverities of its Rule. Benc- 
dift arrived a fhort time after this new re- 
gulation had been made. And it was not 
judged proper to difpenfcwith this ru^e, fo 
foon alter making it, in order to admit 
him to a trial ; and therefore he could not 
obtain admittance. 

The regret which he experienced in con, 
fequence of this tefufal cannot be expref- 
fcd. He was flruck with a lively and pun- 
gent grief: but he boje it with the patience 
,ind refignation becoming a true Chriftian* 

But as the permiflion which he had ob-. 
laincd from his parents paniculaily regard- 
ed his going to the Abbey of LaTiappe, 
into which he could not then be received ; 
l:e immediately returned again to his fa- 
tlier's hoiife, to wait with fub^iflion to the 

tifcrces of divine Providence, for a more 

l-ivourable time to put his projc-ft 

Ution, 
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■ One of his Uncles who was then Vicar 
of the Parifh of Couteville, ^nd Reftor of 
the Schools therein cftablifhed, was defued 
io continue his education, and pericft liim 
in the knowledge of the Latiii tongue. 

He here found in M.Vincent, all that 
he had loft by the death of the worthy 
Rcttor ct Erin. The teftimony which 
the Right Rev. Biihop of Boulogne givc5 
of the virtues of M. Vincent, affords us an 
opinion of him far greater than every other 
elogium*. This worthy Ecclefiallick al- 
ready looked upon his nephew as a model 
of virtue. He immediately loved him 
with as much affeftion as if he was his 
own ion. And Benedi6t was not behind 

hand with him, but afforded every motive 
of confolation.io his Uncle, by his duci- 

* *•' Sir, Among the letters whieh 1 ftriiJ (o 
* you, theic is ouc of Mr, Vincent, Uucic of 
" llic Vtiierable Ecnedi(^t Jufcph Labic. Hs 
** tcnimony ought to mukc i'o nuich (he moc 
'"' imprcffion, as he is bi»c of the motl worthy 
•* Piicfls thai I know. Hia cxiraoidlnary pitty, 
*■ hisauftcic liic*, his g;iicrous and tonipaflicuatc 

" chgiiiy for ihc poor, h.ive c,aincd him ihcc- 
•' ficcni and veneuiion o! the ijublick to hicli a 
*^ dtg!(c, dial in ilie places whtrt he is known, he 
'^ isalieaiy cauoniztd by il:c voice of the pcorif; 
*^ toi ihcy commonly call him, not Mr. Vin* 
'• ceni, bin Sauu Vincent.'' Bjlwlioj Eouiognti 

lit)' 
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!iiy and endeavoufs to profit by liis ifl* 
Itruftions. and his example. The account 
wliich M. Viilcent hinifelf gives of hispu-» 

pil, cxcufas our giving arty other particu-* 

idf account of his conduft. It is fulhcient 
totranfcribe a part of the Affidavit made 

by this virtuous Priefi:, who is now a6hially 
Reftor of the Parifh of la Peffe. 

" Benedift Jofeph, fays he, rendered 
'* himfelf amiable from his moft tender 
*' vears, on acCoUrit of his great mildnefsj 
" of whieh he has ort many occafions 
" given fignal proofsat Couteville,amongft 
" fome fludentS whoiti I then taught. 
" There was one, a very turbulent youth, 
'* who knowing him to be of a peaceful 
" difpofition, u fed to make It his diverfion 

" to thwart and mortify hirri; but he ne-* 
'* ver refifled him either by words or ac- 
'* tions. He has e?cercifed his patience To 
*' far, as that, rather than to refifl, or 
" makeanV complaints againft him, he baa 
"■ fuffered himfelf to be very muchannoy- 
'* cd with the cold in winter. — I have ob- 



" ferved in BcnediB, a great deal of pietv, 
*' and inclination to reatl good books.- 
" The works ol Pcre TAveugle have given 

*^ him this inclination, and this ardent de- 
^ /ire of leading a pehitentia! life: he has 

" read rhem fevcral litnes : and as he had 
a found jud^^ment, arid a good mcmorv,' 
he has imprinted in his foul, the truths' 

which he tooknotiee of in thefe bftoks/*- 

Father 
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Pathor le Jeune had rendered hlmfcli 

famous by the Miflions which occupied his 

seal during almoll the whole courfe of liis 
life. The elleem which Benedift enter- 



tained for his works, would naturally ex- 
cite in his foul a love for thofe Priefts who 
dedicate themfelves to this funftion, which 
is as laborious as it is refpeftahle. Some 
MUTionaries being come into the Oiocefs 
of Boulogne, to begin their Preaching at 
Bocaval, Brias, Zoillecour, and Reccemats, 
the pious youth followed thcnl in thcfe 
different Parifhes; and thought of nothing 

but the falvatioM of his fouL Beholdinjr 
the zeal which thefe Fathers (who were of 

the Congregation of the MifTion eftablifhed 
by St» Vincent of Paul) demonflratcd in 
endeavouring to convert finnersfrom thcii 
evil ways and brirjg them to a life of vir* 

lue and holinefs ; he applied to Mr. Cho- 
nault, who was one of that Conqregatioii, 
and at that time Superior of the Seminijry 
of Boulogne; and hcfought him to hear 
his General ConfeiTion, which was the 

third that he made in the CDurfe of Ins 
life. 

Benedifl, who ^vt^ry day fighed after 
folitude and a place of retirement, was cut 
to the heart to find his hopes fo long de- 
layed. Finding tliat his being under tlie 
proper age rendered him incapable of be- 
ing admitted into La Trappe: he thought 

that he ihould not meet wiih fu many ob- 

ilaclefl 
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'Aacles if he folicited that favour at fomc 

Convent of Carthufians. This he commu- 
iiicated to his Dire61or ; Avho approved of 
hisdefigo; and the pious youth returned 
to Amette to acquaint his parents with it, 
and to afk their confent to put it in execu- 
tion* 

CHAP. VIII. 

The Servanl of God meets tvitk new objiades 
againjl his entering into a Rdigious Statei 
both from his Parents, and from the Car^ 
tkiifians of Longucnfjfc and MontreuiL 

THE parents of Benedift having con- 
fented to his following his jnclina- 
Vion of embracing a Religious State in the 
Abbey of La Trappe ; he had good reafoii 
to hop6 they \vould not oppofe his in- 
clination of entering iiito another order 
whofe Rules were lefs fcvere. But in this 
he was miftaken, for he found his parents 
oppofed his entrance into a convent of Car- 

thufians no lefs than they had before oppo- 
fed his going to La Trappe. They did not 
fai! to reprefcnt to him the temporal ad- 
vantages whicli he abandoned by fuch a re- 
folutlon, the uncertainty of fuccefs in his 
undertaking, the ralhnefs of embracing a 
flate of life which he might not be able to 
go through, the utility that he might be of 
to bis family in afTiHing his parents in the 

£ education 
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education of bis brothers and fifters, and 
Xvhat ought ftill more to touch him to the 
heart, the love of his parents, and the afTill- 

ance arid flipport which he might there- 
after be able to afford them, in cafe they 
fhouhl by any unforefeeti misfortunes be 
teduced (o diftrefs, and every Other motive 
which could flicw how afflifting to them^ 
'.vouKl be the feparation and facrifice which 
he wanted to mak(5 rff himfelf to God. 

But the averfion which he entertained 
arrainft the world, the defire of renouncin^r 
rII things for the fake of God, and that he 
might live only for his fake, had taken fo 
tleep a root in the heart of the Servant of 
God, as not to fuffer him to be fwayed by 
worldly or human motives, or to fufer hia 
refolution to be overcome by mere appear- 
ances of good, or poffibilities of things 
♦vhich were not likely to happen in effefl. 
At the fame time he met with another 

obftacle which he before never thouglif 

on, and which a fecond time rendered ufc- 

]efs the confent which he had obtained of 

his Parents. For when he went to the 

Convent of Carthufians at Montreuil, thd 

Prior received him with good nature and 

affabiiity, fpoke to him with cordiality, and 

^ve proofs of his efteem arid affeflion 

for him ; but finifhed his converfation by 

objefting to his youth, and by telling him 

•fliat fnch was the cuftom of tne houle that 

he could not be admkted till hef had fludied 

Philofophy 
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Pbllofophy at leaft for the fpace of one 

year, and likewife liad learnetl the Grego- 
rian mufick called Plain Song. But to 
comfort him, he added, that as foon asc\'er 
he wasqualiried in iliofe two things, he 
u'ould receive hrm with plcafiire. Bene- 
diB cxpreRed his gratitude for this obhg- 
ing pronjife made to him by the Prior, and 
left Montreui! with intent to return to !iis 
Parents, but he was informed that the Con- 
vent of the Carthufiuns at Longuenefs 
was a h.oiife wherein he" might in all hke- 
lihood be received whli greater facihty. 
I'he Servant of God, in confequence of 
this Information, went to Longwenefs, and 
the fuccefs which he Iicre met with anfwer- 
ed his wifhcs. The Prior gave him a fa- 
vourable rcceptioxi, and admitted him to 
the Esercifcs oi' the Noviceihip. 

This Epoch of the life o-f the Seivantof 
God, for thofe fouls whom God calls to a 

irate of extraordinary perfeftioii, is a fource 
of great inftni.ft!on : it was one of the 
liardcft trials he ever experienced : for 
corporal auflerities are nothmg when com- 
pared to thcanguifh of the foul. This fo- 
litude u hich had been the objeft he had fo 
long lighed after, into which he at once 
r.ifhcfl with fo much ardour and fo much 
:>>y, this folitude which he had looked up- 
tJii as a true land of proraife,.he foou found 
It) be a land of trouble and affli^ion, a dry 
nd barren defart. 
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Themaflers of an internal and fpintual 
life know, and thevonlv can well dcfcribe 
that flate of obfcurity, and {ometimes of 
terrors and anguifh, by which God frc- 
cjuently conducts thofe fouls which he 
dcilines to attain to a high degree of per- 
fection. This is one of the means which 
his divine Providence makes ufe of, to lay 

in chofen fouls the deep foundations ofhu- 
militv, to make them die to themfelvcs, to 
<li'.ell themfelves of all confidence in them- 
lclvc5 or others, that he may afterwards at- 
tach ihem clofely to himfelf by the means 
of contemplation and love. 

The foul which entertains an ardent 
love, tends always to an union with the 
objeft of its love: and it is hy the means 

of contemplation, that love condufls the 
foul to a union with its beloved obje61. 

The firfl grace which moves the fouls of 
Chriftians called to a (late of perfcttion, ii 
a rav of divine li^ht which reveals to thcra 
the knowledge of God, and the knowledge 
of themfelvcs. Employed in the contcrv.- 
plaiion of thefe tv/o things, the foul is foon 

convinced, that God is the being ofbein,cs 
and the crcjture a mere nothing : it fees ca 

one hand the imincnfity of God's orcat- 
ncfs, and on the oiherthe abvfs of its o'a:i 
wrctchednefs; an imnicnfe fanfiity, a:ii 

^n abyfs of hn : an immcufc love, and an 
abyfs of ingraiiiudc. 
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It is in iliis manner that the SouF com- 
pares wiiat is firiite, wnh what is infinite: 
rlic enormity oi' fin, with the idea which 
it forms of the infinite holinefs of God: 
the pu!iilhment of the finner, with the 
infinite juiliee of God: the infrratitude, or 
little love wliich men cntertam in their 
hearts for God: with the infinite charity 
of God for men: the negligent manner in 
which thev ordinarily perform their duties 
to llieir Creator, with the perfefiion' witli 
wliicii liis Law requires ihcy fhould be pcr- 
lonned: tlie fevere account which they 
niuft one day render of their atliotis-, witti 
the infinite number of the graces and 
favours thev have received from God: and 
the ^\'eaknefs and' infufficiency of their re- 
pentance, with the midtirude of their ot- 
icnce.s and imperfections,. 

But the eye oF the Soul,, wliich is the 
underRanding, cannot remain long fixed 
on tiie contemplation of this double abyfs 
of the greatnefs of God, and the wretched- 
ju'fs oi man; it cannot embrace at once, 
the infinite diftance there is bet^veen God 

and the finner, iMul brin»J both thefe ob- 
jects into one point of \'icw, without being 
inimeiiiately overwhelmed wuh anguilli 
and coniufion. Struck with aftoniihment 
at the contemplation of tiie divine perfec- 
tions, and its own imperlettions; the Soul 
perceives nothing in itfelf but fpols, 
iiainSj fiithincls, coldncrs, ingratitude and 

E 3 weak- 
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wedkncfs. God ;u tliat time fccms to 
withdraw* Iiinifcli ivom the Sou], and per- 
mits that It Uiotdd be for a tune given u|> 
to Icars and terrors. 

The Soul being then opprefTed with 
ilicfe refleftion^ oppreifes itfelf ftill more; 
forrow, dr\ncfs and difgull, baniili all fen- 
fible fatisfaciions from the SouL The more 
it dwells on ihefe reflections, and thinks 

that it canaoE efca[>€ the wrath of God, fo 
much the more it joves God^ without be- 
ing fenCble that it loves hinj; and by how 
jnuch greater is the horror which it en- 
tertains lor fin, fo much the more does it 

perfuade itfelf that it is iiifcclcd with it. 

Tlien it is that a kind of fpiritual daik- 
nefs fpread itfilf over the Soul and ob- 

fcures the underilandiiig. God whofe veiy 
nature is mercy, appears then only as a 
God of infinite jjuilice. A God who u 
ijifinitely amiable, appcar-s to be a God cf 
fcveruy, teirors, and vengeance. A God 

who IS aLwd\*s ready to pardon ])cnitcni 

finneis, appears- as a. God. who is ready to 
pi.nifh them for their crimes^ And a God 
Avlio makes ufe of tiii.s fublraction of con- 
iolaiion only as a means to piove the JiU- 

niilitv and fidelity oi his fervjnts, appears 
as a God who cafls off and abandons thciu. 
Thefe terrors pafs from the injaginalioa 
into the hcdit ot a man: the ilorms oi 
UwuLle and anxiety begin to arife, the 

uuois of eternity make a deep impreflicn 

on 
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©n his Soul: alibis thoughts fecm to Re- 
fill! of horrors, defolation, sdcI angnldi;. 

and all .his ftrenjith bein;r e.\liaulle<l hy 

thefe terrors and apprchcnlions, the Soul 
feenis to fall into a kind of atTonv. But 
in this very moineni, when he thinks hiin- 
fclf upon the very brink of evcr!aflin<r 
perdition; the trial caifes: God difTipatt-s 
the clouds of darkncfs, rcflorcs a calm, 
and affords peace, comfort, and ftrength^ 
to the afflifted Sonh. 

It is in this manner that Jcfus Chvifl has 
made diofe chofen fouls to drink of the 
chjhcc of the fufFcringa which he endured 
ill the garden of Ohves, w.hom he after- 
wards condnf^ed to Mount i^jlv.-^rj-, that 
they might die with him, and he crucified 
to the world, and the ^vorld to them, ft 
was by this hard, this fevere, but falutary 
proof of their [utciity, that God ccndu61[cd 
Job, David, and Jcremias; and in thc/e 
Liter ag'. b S. Tercf.i, S. Ignatius oi Loyola, 
and S, Irrancis ot Sales. 

Benedict Jofeph was called to pafs fuc- 
ccflively thiough thefe different ilaics of 
the interiour and fpintual lilc, and to arrive 
at an union with God by the means of 

Pra)xr and Contemj;iaiion. It was tlicre- 
fore according to the ordinary difpofition 
vhich Piovidencc has-dccreed for the pro- 
grcfs of Souls called to perie^rion, that h-c- 
underwent this tiiiti; Ins Fdith and fubmif- 

iiou to the will of God had alreadv been 

cxercifed 
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€X:crcired for foine vears, and was one of 
the piificipal means which God made life 

to ground him wcU in hurailitv, and to 
augment his inclination to the aufterities 
ot a penitential and mcrt.fied hfe. 

it IS principally to ibis caufe that his de- 
parture from the Carthufiim Convent oi 
Lon^ueniiilc is to be attributed. P'or not- 
withiiandinjT the rigorous exathiefs whh 
■which the Ru!e of S. Bruno is obferved 
in that houfc: it lippeared Hill too mild 
and cafv to this l^nnible Penitent; who 

fTTiittcn with the fear of the judginents of 
God, and reckoning hiinfcli one of i.'.c 
greatcft of finners,*- imagined Ihe fhoiild 

iiot be able to fave his Soul, unlefs he em- 
braced art ordei more auilcre. Pofhbh' 

alfo a fedentary hfe, and fuch a profoiir.d 
retirement, did not fuii liis conlliuuic:: 
and dilpofiti<m, wiiich ^^as naturally livciV 
and active. Be that as it may, the inieriom 
anouifh which he experienced, and the 
hopes of one day obtaining his admiflion 
iiito the Abbey of La Trappe, renewed a!l 

his former ideas and affection for tlia: 
Houfe, and inclined him to ihmk that God 

had not called hmi to make his Religious 
Proicihon in this of Loiiguencfle. He 
therefore leh it aker having gone through 
fix weeks- of lus Novirelhip.. 

His iirll care vas to go and. relate all 
that had palled to Lis Confeffor, to ,eivo 

liira ail account of the liule fuccefs ho h^ 
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experienced in his attempt, and of the 
ftate of his dejeflcd and afBifted Soul. 
The zealous Director who was well expe- 
rienced in tlie \v'6y& of God, and in the 
direction of Souls, loon delivered h\m 
from his troubles and anxieties, and re- 
flored him to peace of mind: and advifed 
him to return to his Fatlicr's houfe, and 
there wait for v\Iiaiever Providence miglil 
be pleafed to ordain concerning him, and 
put it in exccutlon- 

C H A P. IX. 

T/ie Servant of God returns to Ametttj and 
experiences new o^'pofitions for the Jpace 
oj Tzvo Years. 

IT is faid that viftory always encreafcs 
both our flrength and our courage. 
This was verified in this Servant of God, 
who having furmounted the temptations 
with which he had been fo violently agi- 
tated ; after this floiTa had happily fub- 

fided, found that he was able to do all 
things through him who Hrengthened 
him* For the new trials which he foon 
after had to undergo, will fhew how ne- 
ccifarv for him was his confidence in God, 
and that firmncfs and refolution of SoiiJ 
which was the cffeH of that confidence. 
Although he iiad quiucd the Cloifter, 

be neverthclefs thought himfclf called by 

God 
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God to a life of poverty and nionification. 
This was evidently his vocation. He never 
entertained a doubt of it: and therefore 
though he Ijad returned to liis Parents, he 
took a refolution of living accortling to it, 
by every means that was in his power. 
For this rcafon, he immediately beean to 
add extraordinary works of mortification 
to his fafts and prayers. His Moth'j.'- 
whofe tcndernefs and affcflion for lilin, 

rendered her more and more viaih^mt and 
attentive to him^ foon perceix'ed it, and 
made great complaints againii it. She 
n^any times found that inftead of flcepin^ 
in his bed» he had pafTed whole nights 
laying on the chamber floor. She dreaded 
the elTecls of this kind of mortificatrix):!, 
and exclaimed ac^ainfl; a kind of fervour of 

o 

penance which fhe looked upon as uri- 
reafonafcle, indifcreet, an<3- h'ke^y to pre- 
judice his heahh. The anfwer which he 
gave to his Mother when fhe reprimanded 
Sim for it, was modeft and full of refpc6>; 

but fhewed htm to be ftiH firm, and un- 
{haken in his refolution: " God, faid lie, 
*' calls me to lead a penitent and mortified 
** life: and it is proper that I fhould begin 
'« to fulfil his Drvine will/' 

His refolution of following hrs vocation 
to a penitential life, was fo fteady and un- 

Ihaken, that when his Mother one day 

refufedto confent to his leaving her houff, 

through fear that wbctn once i>e was qone, 

lie 
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In mis^ht not be able to find means of* Tup* 

port; he without dny hefitation faid to her* 
'• Let me go^ Motlier, 1 will li\'e upon 
" roots as the Anchorets formerly did: 

J W 

" for, by the Grace of God, we are Hill 
" able to live in the fame manner as they 
" did." 

Thefe fears drid complaints of his Mother 
\vere not long k&pt fecret. She made 
no doubt, but that by engaging feveral 
others to take her part, flie fhould he more 
likely to bring him to compliance; and 
fhake that refolution of her Son, which 
had filled her Soul with aftonifhraent. 

Hence it was, that neighbours, friend&i 
and almoft all the family, out of a good 
intention, joined together to raife a kind 
, of perfecution againft him, in order if pof*. 
fible to make him abandon his projefl.si 
They continually blamed his pretended 
obllinacy in troubling, affliBing, and a- 
lanning a family, fot which he ought to 
entertain the greateil gratitude and affec- 
tion. They reprefented to him the inuti- 
litv of fo many Heps he had already takenj 
and journeys and trials which he had al- 
ready Snadc, and which having all tended 
to nothing, but to eilcrcafe the expences 
of his education, rendered his alledged 
ocktion fufpicious. And fometimes mak- 



ing ufe of bitter reproaches they endea- 
voured to dejeci, and deter him, by fevere 
aud flinging exprcffions. 

But 



But this is always a weak method of at- 
templing to overcome the conftancy of a 
ir.an who is fincerely humble. Alihoiioii 
Bencdift was always fubmithve, and obc- 

idient to his parents in evet-y thing which 
did not ciarti with his vocation, yet he 
thought that his fidelity in foiIo\ving the 
infpiratlon of God, was not yet any wavs 
detrimental to the loVe and refpeft which 
he entertained for, and was due to hi-; 
parents: wherefore beincr full of confi- 
tience in the pcrfuafion, that his firft diitv 
was to follow^ the call of God, he was 
calm in the midft of the temped that fur- 
rounded him, and never failed to prefcrve 

the good humour, and e\ien the gaiety, tliat 

Vas natural to him. 

God gave a blefling to this conflancv 
and humility, by changing the view-s and 
'difpofuions of his parems; For being 
|)crruadcd that a longer refinance woiiW 
only ferve to afflifl their Son, whom llicy 
loved, and whofe virtue they rcfpc6ttfl; 
they refolved to facilitate the execution of 
his pious defigns. 
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CHAP. X. 

)lies himftlf to the Study of Philofor 

and Church Mufivk. His condufl 
while he was with A/. Di/four^ who zras 
then Vicar of Ligm, and is now RtElor 
of Anchi-aux-Bois, 

ENEDICT having attained to the 
twentieth year of his a^c, thought 
that it was necefTary to fix himfelf in fome 
ftdte of life, and free his parents from any 
further care or expcncc on account of his 
education. His heart alwa\'s fiahcd after 
tlie Abbey of La Trappe: his defire of 

icdfUng a penitential and mortified life, 
made him prefer that, to every other re* 
ficat; hut a holy impatience f^or dedicating 
liiinfelf VMthout delay to the (ervice of 
God, and his (ituation \\'\(\\ rci^ard (o his 
piircnls, did not permit him to wait till 
the age at wliich he might be received in- 
to that Houfc. 

His interiour troubles and anxieties had 
nioreover again returned and agitated his 
Soul. Bcnedift who v\'as humble and 
Jiiortified, who had pafTed the time of his 
youth in retirement, prayer, failing-, and a 
renunciation of fenfual pleafures; {{ill per- 
ceived himfelf penetrated wi'h a lively 
l^ear of the judgments oi God, and looked 
I'pon himfelf as a {inner defcrving of hatred 

F and 
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.-^nil contempt: nay he conRJered even 

his very Impcrfeftions, as {ins ot which lie 
couid not hope for pardon, hut only on 
condition of giving up his body to undergo 
a ric:orous penance during the whole couril 
of hiis life. He looked upon himfelf ; 
out of his element, fo long as he was not 
in ^oxr\Q auftcre place of retirement; an;l 
he confidcrcd as loll to eternity, all i!;c 
time that he Ihould voluntarily continue in 

the world. 

The promife that had been made to l\im 

by the Prior of the Carthufians at Mon- 
trcuil, of receiving him as foon as he 
fliould have learned Logick and Church 
Mufick, made him defire to be in a capa- 
city of fulfiUing thefe two conditions. In 
confequence of this defire he applied to 
M. Dulour who was then Vicar of the 
Parifii of Ligni, and afterwards Rector of 
tljDt of Anchi-Hux-Bois, who undertook lo 
infhutt hun in thefe two Sciences. The 
Malier clvaimed with the virtues and oood 
qualities of the difciple which Providence 
had direfted to him, treated him ratli'.r 
like a Friend than a Scholar: and .^ave 
him an entire iibertv to follow the plan oi 
conducf, and the exertifes of Piety which 
he had prefcribed for himfelf. 

The Hudy of Church Mufick was verv 
agreeable to his inclination, on account oi 
the relation it had to the worffiip of God; 

for which reafon the young m-an appHec 

himfcli 
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iiimfclf to it with dil licence, and witis 
plc-aiure. 

But it was not {"a with regard to Loglck. 
He immcdlatclv jierccivcd lui-.v litiie in- 
clination and difpofition he had for tins 
Science. NotwithJlaudintj; at! the endea- 
vouis of his Ma[^', r, to t:\j;h:i:i (o hint 
evcr\' ihino; lliat was chllieuit in it: nor- 
widiRanchno- all the cf^oIL^ v.iiich h.e liin;- 
fch^ iDjde u:e of" io co: iL-'uonu witii il-c 

' 1 

good will of his Mafler; he w::.- neve:' able 
10 conciner the repmniance which hi: e\- 
perienced in himfclf when.evc. lie '/.'as to 
apply liinifelf to llus [;r:'.nch (■:' lh;d\'. 
NcveriJieiefs, he foon aiM\eci .■! a(t>!uu- 
tioii of bein;^- able lo |> iT-; tlic e\a::.iM.in- 
ons which he hid tM iiodv;: '• : iut thi:: 



V.JS not [o much ov/r/.o to h:;; a:jphca;iwn, 
'5--, to a ccrtani k:j:d (.•! iaci.i;/ < f oii.pie- 
!.c:ifu)n, which was i)<iii::;d to him. 

Reiieoiri rcmaiiu-d ilnx r i::o:ahs w;;h 
-"^h Dihour, •dividini'" his tinjc ahnoil en- 

* 1 ^ 

■ -■icly, bciv/eeii prawi* i-nd rcs-inc; nou- 
r;,"hi-t:r his piery by hdlini/, Dcniteiuicd ex- 
i"-""'-^-. , -Old d pnvaliwM oi JA^ C'^xmi mno- 
't-:'! p' ah. IPS. For Lei:!' tl;en .niivcd ;it 

fi'^-'-ij a p-an loi his own condutt; he niudc 
11 a law for hiuifj' ahfolutely to ahRain 
iroin theni. hroiii ihat ii:'..e, e.o one eoidcl 
p'"<-"vail upon him to be ])n fent ai tb.e re- 
*^i<'atioiiS, which on Sundays and }h-l\'-. 
i^''}-S are in ufe in the Country Paiilhes, 

'F 2 after 
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iiiicr the Evening Service of the Churchis 
linifhctl. 

One oi his FcHow Students once entcr- 
idined an Idea, iliat he (houltl be able to 
make him l;'/ak through this plan of con- 
'hicl, and bring him lo the place of thcfc 
pubiick recitations: in order to this, ic 

urged every argument which his genius 
could fuggcil, to perfuade him, and obtain 
of iuni to go at icail for once, and out of 
complaifancc: but all his endeavours prov- 
ed unfuccefsiul, and the Servant of God 
continued faithful to the law which he had 
n^adc ior his own conduft. 

As foon as ever he found himfelf fuffi- 
cicntly inftrutted in Church Mufick and 
Logick, he immediately, and without a 
moment's dcla), fct out for the Convent o[ 
Montreuil, and begged the favour of Ic- 
ing received into that Houfe. 

CHAP. XI. 

Ih arnves at Montreuil^ and conUnnes fvmt 
time in that Il&iije^ in quality of a Fcj- 
tulant. 

THE Prior of Montreuil being afTnroJ 
that Benedict liad fufficiently con:- 
plied v;ith the conditions which he h<id 
rcquiicd oi him: made no diliiculty to ic- 
ceive him into his Houfe, to try his voca- 
tion for a time in quality of a Foflulant, 

bcloie 
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before he fhould admit him to the Habit 
oi the Order. The lulitude of Montieuil, 
linnjediately afforded Bencdift a pleafure 
and fatisiai-t-ion, like to that of a vitlorious 
General after he has fiiftai ned a long, 
a violent, and dubious combat; or to that 
ot a man, who alter a long and earneft 

pmluit of riches or honours, at lengtli 
hwls his endeavours crowned wuh fuccels. 
The auiiciities of the Rule, the length of 
t;ic Divine Olfiees, the nightl)- X'lgils, the 
variety of the exerciies which fucceeded 
one another without interruption, occu- 
pied at firll, all the activity of his zeal ; 

diul he here found reading, prayer, reiiic- 
ment, and penitential cxcrcifes, lufficicnt 
to lalislv all the defu'cs of his Soul. A 
icufibie joy which (hewed iifelf in his coun- 
tenance, indicated the peace ut his mind,. 
anci the content of his heart. Tins com- 
U)n rendered him Ihll more Icrvent, by a 
ltiU[)ulous afliduity in tlie difchargc ot his 

duties, and of all the obfervanccs ol ihc 
Houfe. But this calm was of ihort dura- 
lion. New tempeKs began to arife: and 
u was from his own fervour, that trouble 
iirid uneaimcfs began again to take pJace jix 
Ii:s mind. 

Benedict immediately ga,ve himfelf up to 
follow his inclination to meditation, and 
look for the ordinary lubjett of his thoughts, 

die infinite holinels oi God, the greatnels. 
ol ins obligations lowaids God, and the 

y J multiiudft 
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jTiultitude of the graces and favours wliicli 
lie had received from him. His imagina- ' 
tion was lively, and his confciciice was de- 
licate and timorous: and as the eye whieh 
Las heen for a long time fixed on the daz- 
zling fplendor of the meridian Sun, in the 
moment when it turns again to view the 
thinfTS on the earthy perceives nothing but 
A klndof confiifed darknefs: fo it was with 
Benedict, who being employed in medi- 
tating on the infinite holinefs and the infi- 
nite goodnefs of God, on the perfcftiuu 
and purity of his law, and on thegreatncfs 
of his love for man: when he afterwards 
came to take a view of his own foul, he 
faw nothing in it but {tains, but ingrati- 
tude, and iubjcfts of fear and terror. The 

fame truths, tlie fame inteiiour anguiih 
^vhich he had experienced at Longuenedc, 
afflifled him again. The Rule of St. Bruno 
appeared to him to have been made only 
for Solitaries who had preferved their Bup- 

lifmal Innocence: but he thought it far too 
mild for fuch a finner as he looked upon 

himfclf to be. 

His body foon began to feel the efTefls 
of this agitation and uneafinefs of mind; 
and he was too lively to conceal it for any 

long time. 7 he good Religious perceived 
It: they pitied, confoled, and endeavoured 

to encourage the pious young man to put 

histpjft and Confidence in God: but, think- 
ing that he was not dcfigncd by God to 

embrace 
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embrace tlicir Infiiaitc, thc}- .I'lvifct! him fo 

leave their Honfe. Ami accorUiriL'K', alit-r 
fix week's tri.:I, lie leu it on the fccoiid of 
O^iober 1769. 

On ihe fame cla^' lie wrote a letter 10 Ins 
parents, to acquaint thcni with his depar. 
ture from it. His lettor, which is an ccit- 
fyin^ monument of his pictv, defcribes, far 
better than we fhoiilJ he i:h!c to do, both 
the livelinefs of his faith and tliegoodncfs 
of his heart. Il is as foliowi. ; 

L€Uer of the Servant of God to his Parents. 

'* Mv Dear Father and Motlicr. 
" This is to acquaint )'0u, that the Car- 
*' tbufians hriving judj^ed me not a proper 

'* perfon ior their IJate of life, I quieted 
" their houfe on the fecond da}' of Otto- 
*' ber. I look upon this as an order of di- 

'* vine Pruvidericc which calls me to a flill 
'* more perfect Kate. They thcnifelves 

" have told mc that it is the hand of God 
" which has \\'ithdrawn me from remain- 
" ing with them. 1 now intend to go \o 
" La Trappe, the place which 1 have fa 

*' long, and fo earneftlv defircd. I beg 
** your pardon for all my difobedienccs, and 

** for all the uneafincrs which I have at 

*' any time given ) ou. I beg that both of 
" you will give me your bleJfing, that the 
" Lord may accompany mc- I will not 
** fail to pray to our good God for you all 

" tlie 
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«' the d.rx'^-. ■• r ir.y iii'c: aiul I pnrficiilarly 
-^ roM-^''i- *ri..t \ou will not b;' ii:ieaf"y f)n 

t; j-jj ;:;( '. ;.:.\- would not ii-.vo p'jiiniMcd 

^' ine A)a ti'iis makes mc .o:r?,i:ly rejoice 
" iw::: \'. = ': Almitrhtv is my i-uiac. Ahove 
'^ all liii^'J. uikc care of the uulri'.ciion ot 
^^ n \ hw;rL.is and {iitciv., ir.i;l trai ticuKaW 
i.^ of' m\ c;i.".l-roji. By the grace of Cio/i 
t' 1 Ihiili l-enccforib put yen U) no iurther 
^■- expen-.i : iiov ihall I give y'.A\ any mou.' 
'^ ur-ealir^els. I recumnscn;! ir.\ lelr to yeir 
'* praye:s. 1 am at prcfent v;-ell: anfi 
iiav'e r.'.t p^iven any money lo the id- 
i' vc^ius ol liie llov.re : nor did 1 depiirt r.;! 
't after i luid Ireqnentcd tlie holy Sacra- 
^ ments. Let ns ferve God well, atui ;c 
'' w-iil never cd.-mcion u?- Be pi-.rtienhii iv 
^* attentive lo th.e {iiivation ol yotw iox.--. 
^ Read the worl;s of Pere Avcnglc, y\-^\ 
*■' take caie to pr>icii!e what l.e teaclir. 
" This is a hook which points out tlie ro : 
'■' to heaven: and without doing wliat 
^^ fays, falvation is not to he ohtainMr. 
*' Meditate well on the dreadful tornicnis 
i» of hell, which xhc datnned will endi'ie 
c- for an endlefs eternity, and which wlI 
•' be the punidmient, even of any t^i'.c 
'' mortal fm, which is fo eafilv cominitto!. 
« Endeavour to be of the fmail number of 
" the Elect. I return you thanks for a!! 
the ooodnefs vou have ihewit to me. jhtI 
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for all the good offices you have tloiu^ 






** for me, for which I hope God himfelf 

•* will reward you. Procure for my bro- 

" ihers and fillers the fame education you 
•' have given mc ; this is the means to 

" make them hereafter happy in heaven: 
" but without inflruftion they will not be 
" be able to fave their fouls. I afTure vou 
" that ) ou are now rid of we. I have in- 
" deed cofl you a great deal: but be alFured 
that by the grace of God I will make 
the bell ufe of, and reap benefit from all 
" that you have done tor me. Be not af- 
** flitted that 1 have left the Carthufians; 
for it is not lawfiil to rcfift, or repine at 
' the will of God, who has ordained this 
for my grcaier good and for the falva* 
tion oi my Soul. I beg you will give 

my coinpJiments to my brothers and 

filters; give me your hit•f^ln<^^ and I will 

never give )'ou any caufe ot uneahnefs. 

That Good God, whofe facred Body 

and Blood I received before I came 

a\\'ay, will be my guide, and aflifl me in 

" the undertakin>T which he himfclf has 

" infpircd. I will always have the fear of 

" God before mv ej'es, and the love of him 

" reignhig in my heart. I very much 

" hope to he received at La Irapjjc; but 

" if i liiould fail tlicre, 1 am allured that 

" at the Abbey of Sept-FtJUts being icfe 

" feverc, they receive perfous younger: 

"but 1 think Ilhall be received at La 

" Trappc.'"' 

^ c n A P. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Ih }]c.ts fiom M-ontrcuil to La Troppe, and 
jro.-n ihtiice to tht Abbey of Sept-Fonh, 

U'UfC he IS admiittd. The iwic of hu 
ccfififiuin}\ ihtrt^ and his departure Jfom 
Iras lajl Momijleiy, 

GOD prefervetl his Servant from t!cf- 
poucltrnc)', by always permitting him 

to hope, that at La Trappe lie (hould ?x 

leiiiith fir.d a place ot retreat and rc!h 

Hi^ huinilitv, which made h.im look iipva 
himlclf as a {inner, who is undor a nccef- 
fitv of doing ^reat penance for his fms; in- 
clined him to think thui he (hould not be 
able to fave his Soul, unlefs he embrncvd 
thai Rcii^ioub Order which was o\ ;\11 \\\c. 
moli duitciT. On diC other hand his ci n- 
fidcncc in God, whom ' he looked on ^.s a 
Gua Oi mhiMtc meri.v, and wl'o defiics nut 
that an\' hiiner fiiould petilh ; would nut 
permit him to doubt but ihat if he pcrlc- 

vered, God would be pleafed to grant iiis 

Gfcfnes. The Rule of the Order oF La 
Trappe was il'.e n.oli rigid ot an.-v .im^ ac 
h:i -v; ; lit: w-is therefore in a manner 
lii".- \A that God, who had ])roporiioncfl 
e\ • I ■^" ti.l:.^ atx<.)rchn>j_ to tlie wjnis ot his 
ciej:i;ie>, liad provided th)s loliiarv vc- 
it)!;i'. t; h.r the leliei of "reat linncrs. And 

beiii=i animated with this comiortal.u' rc- 

heCt:u:u 
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f]erhon,he fct oat a fecond time, and made 
all pofTible Iiaflc to\'/ards La Trapnc. 

But God had prepared a new trial of his 
Scivant's humility and perieverance by a 
new refufal: heprcfentcd himfclfa fecond 
fiiiic for ad'nittance, but prefented I)inifelf 
in vain. The gate of this retreat therefore 
Avas from that time for ever fhut againft 
him. 

But God never permits any man to be? 

tempted beyond what he Is able to endure. 
The Servant of Gotl being firm in this 
pcrftiafion, and entertaining in his Soul an 
unfhaken confidence in the Divine Good* 
ncfs, hke Abraham liopcd airainfl ail hope. 
Scpt-Fonts was the place whicii now re- 
mained for him to try wherein to get ad- 
TraitancCj And notwitliflanding the ex- 
cclTive fatigue whicii he had u.ndergone, 
the length of the jouine\% and the conii-* 
Dual rains, which had made the roads aU 
molt impafFable.* he departed a {econd 

time from La Trappe, and arrived at Sept- 
Fonts fo foon, that on the 28th oi' October 
he was admitted to take the Habit of a 
Choir Novice by the name of Brothci' 

Urban. 

He would not have preferred the Ab- 
bey of La Trappe, but only tecaufe htf 
thought that the Rule of Sept- Fonts was 
too mild. But he was very happy, and 
looked upon the refufal of his admifFion 
into that Houfc, .as the effefcl of a parti- 
cular 
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rular mercv of GotI in his favour, when lii! 
foiuul that the MonaRery of Scpt-Fonts 
Avas in no rcfpcft behind hand with that of 

La Trappe: but on the contrary, that in 
ivians' things it even furpalFed it in auflcritv 
and ilrlctncfN t)t difcipline. 

He palftvl cl^lit moatlis in the exercifci 
of ib.e Novicelliip ; he was pious, obcdic-iu 
and laborious, and difcharocd every (lutv 

^vith punftnality and an ex^clncfs proceed* 
inff from a iu)iv crtuilation: but the in:c- 

rlonr troubles and an^^uifli which he had 
before experienced, returning ajrain; a 
two niontb.s fickncfK wiuch had osliaullcJ 
all his flrcnath; ii: i :he wcil-gronn(U'>l 
le^rs which his Su;)eii.)rs enteruilued, 'hat 
beins^ of a ■wrak confliruti:.'n, his zeji fur- 
paded his c^Tporal abilities, and th. : he 
had not faf^:cic:.r Oren^th to ciuUirc the 
aullericies of the.: Inttituic; ali r-'ncnircd 
to manifeft, what \vas the vi'l .: God, \\;.o 

Lad pcrini'icd fnyb invincible obiiaclc^ to 

be oppofed to hi? delir,-. 

On the fecond of July 1770, he quiitol 
the Monar. rv of Sept-1 onts, and now re- 
folved to go to Italy, in hopes oi l.cini 

tlicre adn>itted into one of the: like kiji'lo 
Monafteric-, where lie was informed ilu 
lives of the Religious were very rcgul^; 
and the Rules very aufterc. 

Let us n.;w ftop, and make a few 11:0 
mentsreflehi ;i on him, and his htuanon 
at this important period. If we confjii"-' 



feiin ac<;ofdlng to oiir ordinary way of 
judging of things, his fituation will appear 

to be truly diftrefling and aiflifting. Hov^ 
many fteps had he taken, and how inanv 
labours had he undergone apparently ii4 
\'ain ! The lorlg arid ardent wifhes whick 
he had entertained from his moft tendei* 
age, and which every day enct-eafed mord 

and more, the nature of Iiis tlifpofitions'^ 
his inclinations, a-id his viftuesi the plan 
of his ftudics, and of his exercifes of picty^ 

donflantly di^efted and tetiding to this 
jioint; the fervour artd perfeverance of th^ 
prayers which he offered up to God in or- 
der to know his vdcatiori: the expcnce?: of 
dn education prolonged }>eyorid the ufual 

!crm : and in a woird the whole life o^ 

Benedifl even from his ihfaricy held ahvay* 
been a preparation -for a Religious ftate,aiul 
a kind of a continual Novicefliip. Thij 
ivas the precious peail to purchafc which 

)ie had fold'^-that he had ; he had rclin- 

(juifhedhis patrimouy; refift^d the wifhes, 
and gained viftories over the tendernefs of 
his parents, which at the famfe time cut 
hirn to the heart* Aild neverthelefs he 

appears to be rioW reduced to a fituation, 
in which h^ ffeems to know not what to do, 

orwhithet-to go. Yet this was the firna- 
tion in which he found himfclf at twenty- 
Uvo years of age, after having made fo. 

niany journeys, gone through fo many f«- 
V§;ue5*ad lal^uurs, relinquilhcd all that he. 

G Ifadt* 
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hatl, or liad reafon to expcfl:, and made (o 
tiyany attempts w be admitted to a Reli« 

gioiis ftate* 

Having a lon<T time before cjuitted lih 

father's boufe, he could not even think of 
returning td it again. He feared that fuch 
a llep would bea kind of injuttice, by mak- 
ing himfeU a burden to a family already 

tired \^ith the great expences they had 
been at on his account. His health being 
impaired, and his conllitution weakenedi 
he %\*as little fit for the Cloifler, and lUIl 
lefs fit for the world : he was deftitute of 
the mean? of getting a livelihoodj deftitute 
of fupport, oi a friend to help him, or of 
anv earthly comfort: and at the fame time 

nvcrwhelmed vrlth fears and anguifh of 

mind. This is a faithful reprefentation of 
his fituation at that time. But why (hould 
tvc fear lor the jult man whom God puri- 
fies in the furnace of afflifclions. God 

tries the juft, but he never abandons them: 
and his divine Providence watches oVer his 
Eleft with a particular care, even at the 
very time when he fcems to have forfakeii 
them. It was therefore frorti the* veiy 
fource, and in the very height of his trou- 
bles, that God was pteafed to tnake peace 
to arife, and fliine upon him : and fent him 
a ray of comfort, which thenceforward ne- 
ver ceafed to direfi and fix him in thai 

fiat« of life to which be called him. 

Durin; 



During the whole coiirfe of his life hft 
had endeavoured to know and to fulfil the 
win of God: and we may fay that tliis was 
the only objeft he had in view. From this 
moment therefore he l>egan lo know \vliac 
was the will oF God in his regard: and 
from this moment he begaii to he happy. 
He was now perfuadctl in his own mind, 
tliJtif il was not the will of God th;:t he 
fliohhl enter into a MoiM-iliek State; at 
leall it was his divine will fhat lie Ihonhf, 
even remalninj^ in the wt)iUl, pvartifc that 
rennnclation of tlie world, that interiour 
folitude and recollection, that felF-dcnial, 
that life of prayer, that po\'erty, tlic peiii- 
icHtial aufleiiiies and every other virtue 
uhieh is prafliTed by thofe who are ca- 
ned in a Monaflick State, 

In order to put hlin in a way of follow- 
!nf;r tile evtraordifiary vocation to which 
God called him, it was liiiziily proper ,to 
furnilh him -with able mailers, with in- 
ll.niflions, with examples, and with patterns 
for Hfi imitation, and in order to procure 
thefe advaniases for hun, God had conduct- 
edhim into different places of religious re- 
tirement- And as Benedict had a6hiaMy 
iound all theic things uaitetl in the diffe- 
rrnt Monaileries into wliich he liad been 

ifceived: lie looked upon this difpornioii 

o\ Divine Provi<ience, as a fingnlar favour 

uiiich dcfer\ed to be repaid with the ux- 

moit gratitude of his- hcart- 

G 3 Bcnedicl 
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BencdiFt being tiow perfuadedof wTia 

-\i'erc the dcligns of God concerning him, 
now gave himfelf no farther uneafiners 
concerning the means which God would 
make ufc of to accomphfh what he had or- 
dained: he therefore refigned himfelf Tip 

-without refer\'e to the difpofition Oi his 

>divine Providence: rcfolved to follow tlie 
<:onduft, theMight, and infpirations of his 
Holy Spirit; and lo fubmit himfelf to all 
the furterings and affliftions which mij^lit 

await him ; without afking, or defirii)g 
;inv thing, but to carry the Crofs, and to 
^drink of the Chalice of the fufferingsof his 

JPivine Redeemer. 

It is therefore in this new carreer of 
merits and virtues, which we have now {o 
fonCder this Ser\ant of God, 

CHAP. XIH. 

FUgTimagcs undcrtakai by Bcnediii Joftfl 

Lab re. 

ALL men are called upon to lead a 
good and holy life, as a means to ob- 
tain everlafling happinefs. And as\in ibe 

houft of God ihtrt are many man/ions, fo 
likewife there are different ways of arrivlnt; 
at it. For befides the common and ordi- 
HdT}' roads to heaven, there are fome wliich 

are extraordinary, and fome fmgular: bui 
it would be great raflinefs to attempt to gt 
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by tlifife without evident figns of divln€ 
iiifpiration, and of a vocation to thent 

which has been maturely conlldcred, and 
examined. I am now going to fpeak of 
the devotion known by the name of Pilgri- 
mages, in which this Servant ot God fpent 
a great part of his life: and in which be 
behaved lin fuch manner, «s leaves no 
room. to doubt, that that which would he for 
ibe generaUty of Chriiiians a tcniptation to 
rctmifnefs and diffipation, was lo him a 
means of encreafing his merits, an exer- 
.tife of penance^ and a means of promoting 

ihcfanfitificatioM of his Soul. 

Without xlouht 3s foon as- hefound hini- 
fclf in the particular circumftances in 
which he was wher^ he quitted the Abbey 
of Sept-Fonts: at a diftance front the place 
ot his birth, difengaged from the world and 
all that was in it, and finding his defign of 
confejcrating himfelf to God in a MonalUck. 
State oppofed by ixinumcrable ohftaclcs : 
his love of humility, poverty, and a peni- 
tentiah liie^-prefcnted to his zealous mind 

ihc practice of that kind of piety which he 
afterwards put in execution, 

Rome, which is the Capltt^l and only 
Centre of the Catholick Church; a place 
rendered facred by the triumphs and the 
Tombs of the glorious ApolHes S. Peter 
and S. Paul: and fo famous for its monu- 

iH'jms of Religion and the Spiritual trea- 
fures which it enjoys and difpenfes to the 

C 3 Faithful; 
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faithful - was the principal place and oK. 
je^i of the Pilgrimages of this Servant o 

Ood. Wherefore fiom the moment of 
Jiis departure from the Abhey of Sept- 
JFonts in 1770, he formed in his mind a rc- 
iblution to make a journey thither; and im- 
mediately began tu put it in cxecuiion. 

Being arWved at Guiers in Piedmont, 
^e wrote a letter to his father and mother, 
acquainting them with the rcafon which 

jiindered him from remaining all his life 
in that Monaftery. That letter contained 
in fomefort his laft farewell to bis famil\ : 
and indeed from that time his parents ne- 
ver received any account of him till alter 
his death. . 

The Jollowing is a Copy of. the Second and 
laft Letter which hejent to his Parents^ 

" My Dear Father and Mother, 
** You have heard, that I have left the 
•' Abbey of Sept-Fonts, and without doubt 
you are uneafy and defirous to kno^v 

** what route I have taken, and what kind 
*' of life I intend to take to. It is to (^^i- 

charge my duty in this regard, and tore- 
move your uncafinefs, that I now wri(c 
to you. I muft therefore acquaint you 
** thati left Sept-Fonts on the fecond of 
*• July: I had a fever when I came out of 
** Scpt-Fonts, which left me on the fourth 
*' day after, and I am now going-to Bs^me. 

Ihave 



*( 
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^^ I have now got almoft half wav thirhcr. 
** Miavc not travelfcdverv faft fince I lel't 



( 



« 









it 
At 



Sept'Fonis, on account of iheexccfiive 
** hot weather which there always is in tKc 
** iiiontli of Augui^ in Piedmont, wherc'I 
** now am, and where 1 hrivebeen on ac- 
count of a little complaint, detained for 
the fpace of three weeks in an Hofpital 
'' where I was kindly treated. In other 
rcfpc^is I havchrcn very well fwcc 1 left 
Sept-Fonts. There are in Italy manV 
*' Alonaflerics where the Religions live 
very regular and auflere lives, I defign 
to enter into one of them, and I hopt* 
that God will profpcr n)y defign. ' I 
" know that there is one of thofe Moria- 

^* fteries of the Order of La Trappe, the 

** Abbot of which has wrote to anAbbot fn 

** France, acquainfcii>g him that if anv 

** PVenchmcn have a mind to go thitlicr, 

*' he will receive tliem, becaule he is'in 
want of Subje^is. I have taken oiJt 
very good Certificates frojn Sept-Fonts, 

Do j»ot make yonrfelves uneafy on my 
** account. 1 will not fail ro write to you 
** from time to time. And I {hall be glad 
•* to hear of yon and of mv brothers artd 
** fillers: but this is not poflible atprefent, 
** becaufe I am not yet fetrled in any 
" fixed place. I will not fail to pray for 
'* you every day. I beg you will pardon 
** me for all th^ imeaiineilcs that 1 have 

** £ive*ryou; and that you wili give riic 

^' jour 
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" \onr hl.'irinijf, that God may favour mv 

" (Icil-^ris. It is by the oidcr oi Provi- 

" deiict tLat lundenake ilic journcywhicli 

'* I no'A- utakc. Labour dilit>enily ■ ft)r the 
'* I'dKatit)!! ui\ our Souls, aiui take care of 

'• tliccdiicjtion <.)f in\- b^othev^and lifters. 
^' Waich over tiicir conduU; and mcdi- 
•■' tale on die eieniai torments officii, and 
" on tlie initiil number of the Ivie^t. I am 

'* very happy with wy havintj undertaken 
i' my piefent jonrney. I . be<^ you will 
" give my coniplinuiuts to niv i^rand-nio- 
•* iher, m\ t;rand lather, my ainris, to my 
*' brother jaiues, to all my brothers and 
'* fillers, and to my uncie Chois-Francis. 
*-*^ I am ti^oin^ into a country wbieliis a good 
'* country for travellers. I am obliged to 
*' pay the pofiage of this to France 
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*•' Again afking )'our blcihng, and y 
pardon it>ir ail tlie uneafiueHes tliat I 
Iiavc giveji yt>u, 1 Itibicribe myfdr, 
'* RozitiS Ik Piedmont^ Your Biofl 

** Aug.o^x^ ^"jyo, affectionate Son, 

" Benedict Jo(cph Labrc. ' 

From Piedmont he with a truly edifying 
piety vifued all the Clmrchesviiich lay in 
his way to Loj-elto, where lie arrived in 
the month of November: his.tcnder devo 



tion to the Bieifcd Virgin, ^vhom he lo'jk- 
edoH as hismoiiicr, aiid.tuc gteat favours 
he hafl received from God, wiiich he cun- 
iidcrcd as obtained by her iuteiceflion: 

mude 
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imade him entertain a very particular af- 
{4itV\on and predileftion for this iamous 
place all the reft of his life. 

After this he went to Affifium which is 
famous for being the birth place of S. 
f rancis. Here he performed his devotions, 
and was admitted in the . Confraternity 
cftablifhed in this place in honour of that 
Saint : and according to cuftom received a 
fmail bleffed Cord which he conftantly wore, 
and which was found about him when his 
cloaths was taken off from him after his 
death. 

Being arrived at Rome the firft time in 
the beginning of December, he was for 
three days admitted into the Hofpital of 
.St. Louis which is there ellabliflied for the 

jeception of French Pilgrims. 

Rome without doubt prefents'a profpeft 

capable of enkindling a lively devotion iu 

any truly- Religious Soul: but it would be 
neceffary to be animi^ted with the fpirit of 

JSeneditl Jofeph Labre, to be able to dt* 

fcribe ihe lively fentiments of piety which 
he experienced, the fervour of de- 
votion with which be vifited all the hdy 



places, the effnGons of gratitude and lore 
for Jefus Chrift and his bleffed Mother, 
and the tears of compnntlion, of fenfibilitj', 

and joy wliich he ilied in the pre(encc oi 
the Tomb of the holy Apollles. 

After remaining b<*tween eight and ni-rte 
months prijicipaliy iu Roiwe, he undertook 

a fccond 
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a fccond journey to Loretto, where he ar- 
rived about the middle of Septemncr 177^. 
In the preceding month of June he had 
been to Fabriano, to vifit*the Tomb ot 
9. Romuald, founder of the Order of 
Camaldulenfes, and who had been famous 
for his great virtues, but particularly for a 
iong prafiice of extraordinary aufteritles. 

He pafled fifteen days in this place of 
4cvotion, where he was more and more 
confirmed in his refoluticn, of paffing his 
life in a ftate of rigorous poverty and pe- 
nance. And it was in confequence of this 
refolution, and to purify his Soul from ail 
affefiion to fin, that he defired for the 

third time to make a general Confeffuin, 

M. Pagctti, Reftor of Fabriano to whom 

be applied for that purpofe, in this njanntr 

relates this particular of his life. 

*' The pious Pilgrim having <:ome into 
the Sacrifty to look for me after the 
" Mafs was finiOied, earneflly defired 1 
** would do him the favour to hear his 
** general Confeflion at any time when I 
*' ihould beatleifure, I could not refuft hinj 

•* that comfort, after that he had ihewn 
fo great a defire of it. Two or three 
days after this, going to tlie Cliurch 

** \cith this intention, and finding that lie 

" had properly prepared hinifelf for it, I 

" htard his Confcnion- which he nia<Ic 

of his whole life: beginning from tl.e 

day in whiclt he made hjs Coqfefhon to 
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" ri1(?, and going back from one period of 
*' time to another till he cam& to his 
" moil tender youth. In his ConfefTioit 
" 1 admired the goodnefs of God, and ihd 
'* graces -wiih which he had favoured him; 
*' as well as. his conftant {idelity in corre- 
*' fponding with thofe graces in every ag^ 
*' of his life, in fpite oi the artifices and 
fnares of the devil, aiid the temptations 
to which he had been expofed* 
" Such was his humility, that he looked 
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** upon the graces and favours which he 
** had received from Heaven, as onlv thd 
" efie£ts of his own imagination. The 

Servant of God acquainted me with h\i 

dcfign of going to CoinpoHclla to vifit 

" the body of St; James, in whofe inter- 

'* cefFion he repofed a particular conh- 
" dencci I obferved iri him a ici vent dc- 
^' votion to the adorable Humanity ot 
** Jefus Chrift, and to his holy Mother, 
** and a great compaflion {ot the Souls 
'* in Purgatory^ To a great humility and 
a fingular contempt of his own body^ 
which he called his carcafs, he joined an 
unbounded charity for his neighbour^ 

*' whom he aflTiIied td the utmoft of hi» 

** power In a fpiritual way, by continually 
** offering his moll fervent prayers to God 
*' for the converfion and Salvation of fin- 
'* Acrs: and though. he wa$ poor himfelf* 
'* he gave all that he li|id in ahns,. to 
** the poor, refcrving for himfelf only the 

" fmallett 
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fmall^ft portion, of what Was friveh [^ 
him, and filch as was fcarce fufficicnt ftM 

his fupport for the prefent day withciu 
keeping any thing foi" th^ morrow.** 
. Such was the coiidlift of this pious Pil- 
grim at Fabriario, and to Which he con- 

llantly adhered froni thfe tinic in whicli 
God inclined hirii to folloxV this kind of 
life. 

M. Pagettl adds thdt the inhabitants of 

Fabriano being ftruck with his poor ap- 
pearance and his piety, imiticdiately be- 
gan to look on him as ^ S^int: and that 

as foon as he perceived they entertained a 

good opinion of hini; his humihty made 

him quit this part of the country, in ordcf 

to avoid the Jnarks of efleem and venera- 
tion which thcv fhewcd hini; 

In the fame yeaf 177I, he ^Vent to vifit 
the mod renowned places of devotion in 

the kingdom of NiipleS, Vhich were, the 

Church of S. Nicholas, Bifhop of Myra 

at Barri: the Church of S. Januarius at 

Naples: the Church of S. Michael at 
Mount Garganoj and a great number of 

others. 

The SefVatit of Odd Was again at Naples 
on the i 3th of February 1772, from whence 
he departed to return to Rome : where he 
remained till the month of June, which 

was the time when he went again to 

yboretto* 

.. - Thtlt 
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There is hardly any famous place of de- 
votion in Europe which has not been vifit- 
ed by this Servant of God. In tlie year 
1773, he was in Tufcany where he made 
another general ConfefTion, which was the 
fourth he made in his life. There is nO 
particularaccountof thisjourney: but there 
is no doubt but that his veneration for S. 
Francis induced him to vifit the celebrated 
Church of that Saint, fituatcd in the Moun- 
tains of Alvernia. 

From the Regi/ler of thofe who have 
been received into the French Hofpital of 
St. Louis, we learn that he was at Rome 
about Eafler, in the year 1774. He muft 
then have remained but a lirtlc time in this' 
rity: for in the month oF December of tiie 

lame )ear he was at Burgundv in France. 

His devotion to the Bleifed Viririn ex- 
cited in hii Soul an indefaiigable ;!eal 
Afliich fpurrcd him on to vifit every place 
that was famous for lier veneration. 

The winter feafon which was then at Its- 
height, the great diftance of the places, the 
feverity of the cold, the afperiiy oF the 

mountains which were covered with ice 
and fnow, were not fufiicient to binder 
him from putting in execution a refolutiou 
lie had entertained of leaving Burgundv, 
to go to Switzerland to vifit the Church of 
our Lady of the Hermits at Einfildcn, at' 
which he arrived in the month of FcbnIa^^^ 

H This 
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This Church which is ver\' rich and 

magnificently ornamented, belongs to a 
Cv)avent of BcnecU6lins, fituated- in the 
Diocefe of Conflance, abont five leagues 
from the City of Sufa, which is the capiui! 
of the Cant<m of that name. Fourteen 
fuccefTive Popes have granted or confirmed 
confiderabic Privileges to that Monaflen. 
And Benedifl: alwaj's entertained a parti- 
cular veneration for this place, which is 
famous for tlie great concourfe of Pilgrims 

who go thither from ail parts of the world. 
From Einfilden he went to vifit fume 

part of Germany, and in particular Waltf- 
Hur, Hogo;cnrchv\l, Walwell, and then 
went to Lucerne, from whence he returned 
again to Einfilden, where he remained till 

the beginning of July. 

The circumfiiance of the Jubilee of the 

\ear 1775, induced him to go from Einfil- 
den to Rome, where he continued during 
tlic remainder of that holy year. 

In the month of February 1776, he for 
the fifth time made a Pilgrimage to Loretto. 
He fet out notwithrtanding it was then the 
depth of winter: and he undertook his 
third journey to Einfilden, which he hap- 
pily accomplifhed ; and in the courfe of 
that route he acrain vifited feveral of the 

famous places of devotion in Germany: 
particularly that of Waltihut upon the 

Rhine, where he was on the 20th of 
Augull 1776. 

His 
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His return to Rome in the fame jcaf 
finilhcd all his pious circuTTiani^iilenions ; 
and for the remainder of* his life lie took 
up ills vefulcncc in that capital : from 
ulicnce he did not depart, but only to go 
once every vear to pafs a few days at Lo- 
rctto, to render to ilie Bie/fed Virgin in her 
tiwn itoufe which Ihe inlia!)itcd On earth, 
his annual ti'ibute of gratitude and love- 

Ahcr having given an account of the 

flilR'i'cni jo!n'ne\s of this pious Pilgrim, it 
i<iiini)t he improper to make a fc^v reflec- 
f:ons on the merit of PiIim ima*jcs, which 
KC bonow from M. Alegiani. They cer- 
Mnilv have been practifed hv a great ruim- 
her of holy ])crfons. I'he illuflnons Au- 
f!ior of the Book entitled the Imitarion of 

]efus ChrifU fays with a great deal of 
rnilh; that thofc who give themfelves up 

io a wandering life, veiy feldom become 

more holy. And in reality if" we confider 
I'le hfe of Pilgrims in a certain Hght; wc 
ihall find that they are expoled lo a tliou- 
fjiui riflis, and a thoufaiui fpiritual dangeis, 
"H accoinit of the variety of pcrions with 
■^'hom thev meet, and the places throtigh 
'■■ Mcii they pafs, and where thev iiop. Tht y 
'^pofe their mind to the danger of dil- 

'fditions,of curiofity, and of the fcarch afftr 
""veities; all which arc things which ci- 
■''icr cxtinguilh the fervour of devotion or 
itlcalL confiderablv weaken it. 

H a But 
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But if Pilgrimages are looked on in an©. 
^her point of view, it cannot be denied 
that the life of a Pilgrim may be a means 
■of fanfitifying his foul: becaufc it perfectly 
difengages him from all attachment lo the 
•conveniences of this world whicli he might 
"Cnjoy by refiding in a fixed place. 

Who is there that is not acquainted with 
«»lii5; Evangelical maxim: that hv how mucli 
inore the Soul is difcngagcd from tliC 
tilings of this world; fo much more it is 

raifed towards Heaven? To which we may 
add this confidcration, that the very phiccs 
ihemfelves, the Tombs of tlie Saints which 
ihey go to vifit, naturally infpire them 
vith certain fentimcnts of veneration, 
■which at the fame lime, excites in their 

Souls a confidence of obtaining from God 
by their intercefllon, the graces and fa- 
vours of which they fland in need, and for 
ivhichthey petition. 

If Pilgrimages thus confidered in thcm- 
fclves may contribiuc to the San^iificaiion 
of thofe who undertake ihem, what iii;iy 

we not fay of thofe of Beneditt who ii- 
bandoning his country, expofing his hcaldi 
to danger, and renouncing the convcii!- 
encies of life, undertook this kind of yciu- 
tential life, and travelled alone, unknown, 
on foot, and without provifion for his 
journeys; accompanied only by his vir- 
tues: fufiering by the heat of the fun, the 
fevcrity oi the cold, the oilier nicleiiiLMi- 

cici 
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les of the weather, and by a thoufand 
oiiier inconvcnleticies and clangers infcpa- 
rable troiii thofc kinds of journe)'s. 

Some tacts relative to thele Pikriniaoes 
give us to underltand how great was liis 
humihty, his Evangehcal poverty, his dif- 
eiigagement from all alfethon to earthly 
things, his fpirit of penance, his inodcii 
comportment, his love of prayer, and hi^* 
care to avoid every thing which might 
make him lofe fight of the prefence of God, 

Benedifl having one day afked of A'L 

Mancini, adminillrator of the Houfe called 
thcHofpitiuniEvangelirum leave to fet ont 

on his Pilgrimage to Loretto ; this gentle- 
man thought it would be a fatisfattion to 
him to recommend lor a companion ior 
his journey, 'd poor man belojiging to the 
lame houle, wlio was a man oi a virtuous 
and edifying litc^ But the Seivant ot God 
begged to be excufcd from accepting the 
propolied companion: allcdging a.^ a reafoii 
ot his refufal, his fear that the company 
of another Filgrim, how good d man fo- 
e\er he might be in himfclf, might be lo 

him an occafion of lome hindrance or di(- 
trathon, and Avithdraw hini from that in- 

■ward rccollettion, and uninterrupted prrf)'- 

er, which he alwa)S prattifed all the tunc 
he was travelling. 

Mr. Zaccarelli his friend and benefac- 



tor having offered him iomc money for 
his expences in his joumoy lo Loretto, 

li J Benedict 
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Bencciift rcfufccl to accept any part of it, 
iillctlgmg as ills rcalon, that lie had in liis 
poficflion a piece of money of the value of 
ten fuus, or five pence Englilh: and that 
th"p funi w-'dn fuflRcient for him at prcfcnt. 
Animated by the fame fpirit of Evangeli- 
cal poverty, he at firll refufed a pair of 
fhoes which the fame M, Zaccarclli offered 
him. But this gentleman prefliiig liim to 
accept them, at the fame time fhewed I:im 
three other pair oi flioes which had hcca 
ufed : Benedict therefore at length yielded 
to the folicitationsof hisBenefaftor and ac- 
cepted a pair, but chofe ihofe which had 
been moli worn. 

As he ufed to wear a firaw hat, which 

•IV3S all unfewed and torn, they had all 

imaginable difficuhy, to prevail upon hira 
to accept another wliich was a little better, 
thoueli that itfelf was very old and in a bad 

condition. 

From the enquiries that have been made, 

and the informations that have been given 
at Loretto, we learn fome other particu- 
lars of his condufci, which are no lefs edi- 
fying than thofe which have been already 

mentioned. 

\I. Verdelli. Clerk of the Chapel in 
that famous Church of Loretto, and whole 
bufincfs it is to fuperlntend the Lamps that 
are kept conllanily lighted, depofes, that 
he was penetrated with admiration, when 

he beheld the refpeclful couxiiexiaiice of 
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t'uis Pilf^rim, liis coiitinn;iI pia) er, and tlic 

profVjUiul luiinjlir*' wirh wljich l:e ;;:cr^riu 
cd liiiiilcU' ill tiiC jJicIciKV ol Guu in his 

Temple. 

Mr. Valcri, the Sacn'Jlan gives the fame 

tcftiniony, and moreover adds, ih;ti r.t rhe 
iifua! hour of dinner, when all the rcll of 
tlic people went out of the Chureli, Bene- 
i'Ut^ rcoardlefs of his corporal \van!s, went 
and placed hinifelf in a corner ol' ihe 
Church, where he thouglit he niigiu not be 
perceived; and there, with a coiintenauce 
eiiflamed by <ievotion, Ijc faw hini fmiie 
his breall, and by other exteriour actions 
give vent and fco])e to the pioi s motions 
ot his fold. 

The fame Ecclefiallick liaving remarked 
the extreme endeavours of the Seivantof 
God to conceal every tiling which might 
give any one a good opinion of him : 

went and fhut hindelf up in a ConfefTional 
to u-atch him at cafe througii the lattices, 

and to fee him exercife the repeated atis of 
his fervent devotion. 

All the time that tlUs pious Pilgrim re- 
mained at Loretto, he not only did not afk 
any alms, but even refufed what was vo- 
luntarily oITercd to hifn : li it exceeded 
what was necellary for his immediate re- 
lief. 

MefTrs. VerdelH and Valeri having en- 
tertained the greatefl efteem for Iiis virtues, 
looked out for a lodging ior him in Lo- 

reitj. 
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retto, in order to fave him tlie trouble of 
going everv night to a Barn, at a great dif- 

tancc, where he ordinariK' toolc up his 
lodjjing, and every morning returned again 

to the Church. Having found one, in the 

houfe of Mr. Sori, they conduced him to 
it. Beneditl- accepted their kindnefs with 
gratitude. But as they had prepared a 
loom for him with a bed in it, he thought 
this lodging was too fumptuous for a poor 
man, Ukc him. They then offered him 
anoth^n-, cut out of the Rock, under tlie 
flrcet; this he looked on as more fuitablc 

to his condition, and accepted it. 

Mr. Sori fometimes offered him feme 
vidiuaLs from his tabic, but he conflantiv 
begged to be excufed from accepting it, 
A Poor man, faid he, ought not to eat fuch 
kinds of food as are prepared for the Rich: 

but he oujjht to be content ^vith what is 

left at their tabic. In like manner, when- 
ever any one offered him a whole loaf of 

bread, he would never take it; thinking 
himielf unworthy of eating any thing but 
fcraps. He entertained the fame fcrupii' 
againft all other kinds of food: and J.'i 
effeft never eat any thing but fcraps. 



CHAP. 
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'C H A P. XIV. 

The jr^anner i?i nJnck the Servant of God 

lived at Rome, after he had fixed his Re* 
Jidente in that City, 

BENEDICT, who from his youth had 
had (he happinefs to uiuierfhind the 
meaning of thcle \vt>i(]s of our Saviour/ 
Bl<J]('daitthc Poor in Spirit^ carried his 
oblervance of them to a very eminent 
degree ot pcrtcfrion. For it md}' be truly 

{M, that he pra^tlfcd the humility and po- 
verty recommended in the Gofpcl, in the 
uinioft rigour. This was evidently his 
particular vocation : and that kind of fane- 
tiiy which he embraced, was the mod con- 
vincing proof of his faitlifully correfpond- 

ing to that vocation. 

Some accounts of the life which he led 
at Rome, from tlie time he made that the 
place of his fixed refidence. furnifh us with 
a multitude of proofs of this taithiul corre- 
ipondence with his vocation: and at the 

fame time arc capable of affording us great 

inihufciion and edification. 

There is in the quarter of the Amplii- 

thcatre of Flavian, otherwife called the 

Colifco, near the Street of the Ciofs, fome 
iiricient ruins, and agreat extentof walls, half 

ticniolilhcd. Flaving loun<l in thcferuins^ 

a hole of a fuflkicnt depth to hold hinj 

and 
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and fhelter him in a tolerable degree fiom 
the weather; he immediately thoii/Tlit 
he cuuld be contented with this place For. 
his habitation. And indeed he had no o- 

ther for revel's! years. Thither therefnic 
he retired every night to take his rcll. 

Andbcinrirerolved to carrv his Crofs after 
his Divine Redeemer, and to imitate his 
poverty who liad no pofTcdions noi p'^re 
Xiktre io lay his head: Benedift thoui^lit 

liimfelf highly happy that Providence \\\\{\ 
prepared a place for him where he mii;::r 
pafs the nights in peace and contcntt'l 

tranquility, and be fhehered from the in- 
clemency of the feafons, and the noflunial 
dews. 

The life of this poor follower of Jcfus 
Chnil, v/as the fame as it had been for a 
long time in every place where he had been: 
that is, a liie of contmual pra)'cr. Having 
employed the wliole dav in this holy occu- 
pation, he thought the time ftill too fhoit. 
M'hcrcfore after having pafTed the dav 
fometimes in one Church, and fomeihms 
in another, praying moll commc^nly iijjt'ii 
his knees, and at otiicr times Itanding, ;n:il 

always keeping his bodv as flill as if 
■wasaflatue; lie employed alfo a pan 

the nicrlit in this holy cxercife. If at ym' 
time he quitted the Churches, it ^viis i ■ 
tlie purpofe of sjoing to the Colifeo to 
prefent at the Inflni^iionr. which are calN'i 
llic Evart'-Ltaul LrHt uciions, at which h- 

id. led 
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failed not to be prefent every day in the 

jear. 

A kind of life fo hard and auftcre, 
joined with his cuftom of praying on his 
knees for the greatefl part of the day, failed 
not foon to weaken hiin, and impair his 
licakli: and brought on a fwelhng in his 
knees, which encreafingby degrees, in tlic 
year 1780 threatened him with a fpeedy 
death. 

A poor beggar named Tlieodore, wIjo 

alfo had the reputation of being a very 
virtuous and thoroughly good Chriftian, 
perceiving his fHuation, took pitv on him, 
;ind perfuaded him to go with him to Mr. 
Paid Maticini, wlio was the Direftor and 
Adininiitrator of the Evangelical Hofpi* 
lium, to whom he prcfentcd him as an 
objeft truly deferving of his charitable care 
and prote^Hon. 

M, Mancini immediately took the Ser* 
vatit of God under his care, and put him 
into his Ahns-houfe, which was eftabliflicd 
for til e reception of twelve poor men. 

By taking the medicines proper for his 
diforder, and a more fubflantial food, he 
foon grew well. And now finding himfelf 
out of danger, and his health re-eilablilh- 
cd; he made all hafle to go and feek his 
Bcuefaftor: to whom he laid, "You fee 
" mc. Sir, now perfectly cured : this cha- 
" rity, which you have done tome in tak« 
*' ing care of me in your Alms-boufe, you 

'* may 



t 96 ] 



omc 



«' may now excrcife in favour of f 

*' other poor pcrfon who Is in greater 
*' need than I am at prefent. I now find 
«' mvfelfin a condition of going to fcek 
•« my fupport at the door of fomc Convent. 
*' But by what means can I be able to ac- 
*• knowledge in a proper manner my fen- 

«' timents of gratitude for your goodnefs, 

»' and make yon a fuitablc recompence! 

•* I do not in the leaft doubt but mv 
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fwelling would have fpeedily brought 

»* mc to my grave. It is therefore owing 

«' to your goodnefs, that I am now alive. 

K It is God (faid M. Mancini) 10 

«* whom vou ought to return your thanb. 

•' It is he who has reflored you to your 

" health. I beg you will be fo charitable 

" as to recommend me to God in your 

" prayers, and I fhall be very much 

*' obliged to vou. Ah, Sir, faid Benedifr, 
" that I will do with all my heart; ami 

will continue lo to do all the days of my 

life." 

The care which the Abbe Mancmi had 

rendered to the Servant of God during 
hisillnefs, had enabled him to difcover ia 
him a degree of virtue far beyond what is 
common, and fuch extraordinary fenti- 
ments of Religion which all his humility 
was not able to conceal* This made him 

entertain fuch a high opinion of him : that 

contraiy to the Cuflom and the Rule which 

he had made for that Houfe of not retain- 

inj 
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ing therein the poor which he zh 

milted but only for a certain time, or as 
long as their neceffity ftiould require; he 
continued to adtnit him to come and lav in 
the Houfe every night, which favour the 

Servant of Goa continued to receive till 
the year 1783, which was the year of his 

death. 

It is proper hert to givc an account of 
two particular occurrences of his Irfic 
which happened during his • journeys t* 
Loretto, and which Ihew how little accoupt 
he made of himfelf. M. Mancini frottl 
whom we learn thefe pai-ticulars, kept a li- 
terary correfpondence with a Nun of tli6 
Klonaftery of St. Clare atMontelupone in 

the Dioccfs of Lor^tto. M^ therefore be* 
ing defirous of embracing the opportunity 

of Benedii*i*s journey to that place, -fent A 

letter to her by his hand, in Which among 
many other edifying things, he faid. My 
(titer will be dtlix)a'ea to you by a Saint xvhQ 
fpends his mJipk lif: in prayer ^^ Benedift. 
executed his conuniflion, and delivered the 
letter to the Kun, with whom he ipent fome 
rutle. time in pious jconverJation, which 
.c;flOcluded by a mutual promife of praying 
for each other for the future. 
The Nun then read the Tetter, and having 

Jhei^D it to-tbciother NunSy.thje whole Com- 
JTJi^ity immediately came to recommend 
ibemfclves to the jpjsiyers of the man ^vlio 

tad been declared to be a Saint. 

* ^ 

I Benedift' 



[_ 98 J 

BcnediPt.by this aflemblagc and rcqueft 
of the whole Conimuniiy was thrown into 

fuch a ftate of confufi jii, as fcarcc to know 
what they faid to him : and without wait- 
ing for an anfwer to the Letter he had 
hrouffht, he prefcntiy nloved ftotn off the 
premifc?;, and went out of the Moriaflerv, 
into which he never after entered fo long 

as he lived. 

When BencdiQ had returned to Rome, 
M. Mancini afked him for the anfwer to 
the letter which he had fcnt by him to the 
Nun. Benedift replied, ** I received no 
•* anfwer from her.'* And then in a feu- 
words he gave him an account of whfat had 

paffed. M. Mancini then perceived hoW 
j^reat was his humility: and from that time 
entertained a Hill greater opinion of his 

fanaity. 

In the following year M- Mattcini fent 
by him a letter to a Nun of the Convent 
of S. Clare at Montechio : but in this he 
took greater precaution than he had done 
before. He mentioned the opinion he en- 
tertained concerning Benedift, but he re* 
commended to her above all things to take 
particular care that neither ihe, nof any ont 

of the Community, fhould Ihew tothe S^- 
vant of God any particular mark of cfteem 
or regard. 

This letter waS delivered with the fame 
cxaftnefs as the former had been. The 

Nun communicated the contents of it to 
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her companions. And they were no \tts 
(Jefirous of feeing and entertaining this 
pious Pilgrim, than the Nnns of Monte- 
lupone: but being previoufly admonifhcd, 
tlicy acied more prudently. They carntf 
to fee him feparately, one after another^ 

and ia order to engatre him to conthiue a 

longer time in their Houfe, that every one 
might have the fatlsfa^tion of feeing him 
without giving him any occafion of fuf- 
pctting their inteniioii ; they ordered foine- 
ihing to be brought for him to eat. liy 

this means every one of tlicm was pleafcd 
and edified. They wanted hkcwifc toiur- 
liiih him with fome provifioii for the rcU 

of his journey: and accordingly ofkicct 
him feveral things; but he leuiicd lu ao 
cept of any thing that was uQrred to him: 

being fully reiolved to adheie to and ob- 

ferve the rule he had prefciibed to hiiu- 
felf, of iakini^ no ihcu^ld Joi ike moi~ 
low. 

This time h.e waited for an ^*nf\.icr tu 

M. Mancini's letter, which he promifcd tf» 

deliver to him. Tlie Nun gave hijpi an 

account of what had palfed, and in parti- 
,cular of their circumfpettion : but at the 

faine time (he did not iorget to make M. 
'Mijncini pay for tliat circumfpeftion, by 
eHruelUy begging that he hiiiifelf would 
recommend tliat Community to the pray- 
ci's of that good man ; and in particuJar 

I % that 



[. lOO ] 

that he would pray for them at the time 
-when he Ihould go to Communion, 

While Mr. Manclni was fpcaking to 
Benedift upon this fuhjeft, he perceived 
the uneafinefs wliich fuch a requcft gave 
to this poor d'ifciple of JeO.is Chrift, liiaf- 
•much as it indicated that they made feme 
account of his prayers: fo that he had no 
other anfwer than this to give to their re- 
qucft. " Henceforward I wifli not to have 
'**■ any correfpondence with Nuns. For 

" who am I that I Ihould be able to afford 
*• them benefit by n)y Prayers, and my 

" Ccnimunions." 

Doubilefs it will alfo afford fatisfaflion 
to the reader to fee the Account which Mr. 

^lancinl himfelf gives of the condu6l of 
this Ser\'ant of God, all the time that he 
refided in his Hofpltium. 

This then is the teftimony which Mr. 
Mtoc'iHi gave of him immediately after 

his death. And it is an additional proof 
of what we have faid, that he was ahiuill 
every moment of his time employed In 
prayer, and made it his continual occupa- 
tion. 

The Servant of God was always very 
careful to return to the Hofpitlum at a pro- 
ber hour. If he arrived before it was o-« 
pened, in that cafe, while the others en- 
tered into converfalion when thev were af- 
fembled about the door waiting- for the 

Gusirdian, he commohly went and, placed 

himfcli' 



himfelf behind a little column which >n»ifl*^ 
a part of the front of the houfe of the Che- 
vaher SantarelH, wliich was iiiit bv. There 
he remained all the while upon his knees 
in prayer, till the time that he hc^ird the 
door open. Then, goinj^ in witii the o- 
ther poor men, he lU>p|>cd in the firft 
room where the bed was, tlwt was prepared 
for him: while the others went on and 



continued their converfation in an inner 
room where there were ten other beds. 
All the Poor being arrived, and tlie Guar- 
dian calling them to prayers, Berjedifr went 
in, and aflifted at them witli fnch rccollec- 
tion and devotion, that al) the others were 
highly edified by liis beha\k>nr. 

Prayers being ended he retnmcd to his 
apartment, and then began his private pray- 
ers, which lie continued to fi>v even attcT 
all the lights were put out; fothat no oirc 

ever faw him pull off hi^ cloaihs lo go ti> 
Led. Healfo arofein the ni^ht 4u fay his 

prayers ; and made a j^rcat number of eja- 

culatory pravers. And the fipod man 
Uheodore, who was they Gi/ardian of tlie 
Hofpitium, and who lay i^car to his apar;- 

liicnt, frecjuentK' heard hinj, during the 
night, fav. Lord hnz't' men\ on /;/•-; ;//v Chhi 
have mercy on .wr, 'Ihe oilier poor men 
alfu frequent';, heard liiiii repeat the fan;c 
exprellions. 

B.^-nedict entertained a great regard fm- 
this Kurpilium, becauff^ no poc^r jxTfonf 

I -^ v.--. re 



were adinJued into it; but tliofe who Iive'd 
the hie of good Chnfiians, and inwhich na 
difajTreemcnts, contentions, or unbecoming 

words were ever tolerated. 

In the morning he arofe before the hour 
prei'cribed, and employed himfelf in pri- 
vate prayer or in meditation, till the time 
that all the Community were called to 
prayers: at which lie never failed to be 
prefentwith the other poor men. 

After this he went out of the Hofpi* 
lium ; and he was always obferved to go 
aloue, and faying his pravers, towards foine 
Church: and he generally went to that of 

S. Mar)' dl Monti, as 'it is commonly caU 

led, where he continued upon his knees in 
prayer till about noon. Sometimes he di- 
vided the morning in fuch manner, as to 
pafs one half of it in one Churchj and the 
other half in another Church. 

At noon he went to the door of fome 
Convent to beg one of the portions 
which are every day diftributed to the 
poor. And then going to tliat Church 
where the Laus-percnne or forty hours 

praver.was held, and confequently where 
the Blcffcd Sacrament Was expofcd, he 
there palled the rcfl of the day. 

Before he. eat the fmall quantity which 
he look for his dinner, he feemed for fome 

time entirely abforpt in God. The Guar- 
dian of the Houfe of Charity of S.'Panta- 

kon in the Mountain, fays he obferved 

that 



ihnt every time he ca-mc to recei've iRe 
ponicii and the brcatl wlilcli they dillrr- 
biued to the poor: before tiiis Servant of 

God WOiiW tnlle any tlijr>g-, heakra-^s took 
the vcffel which contained his food in both 
his hands, and held it uj> towards bciu cr> 
asotferinir it to God, praying irt the /^tme 
lime for the fpace of five or fix ininuies, 
with a kind of cxtatick fervour, while the 
otlier poor had began t,o eat wlmt was given 
to them. 

Thefe accounts fufficc to pra\c, that his 
Hfe was a life of continual prayer. Kvc/v 
day he faici the Divine Office : and the 
time which was not employed in reading 

books of piety, he fpent cither in nieciita- 

lion on the Ibffcrings of our Divine Kt- 
deenicr, or elfe in faying a great number 
of vocal prayers, or pious ejaculations. 

M. Mancini here relates nothing but 
what he was an cye-witnefs of, or which 
are puhlickly known. The plani iHle in 
which he writes his account, Ihews him to 
be a faithful Hiiforian. He ufes neither 
clogiurhs, nor reflecrions. Let us tljdn 

imitate this prudent refervednefs, and con- 
fine owrfelvcs to ailemblc together into 
one piflure the outlines of the conttam, 

uniform, and hidden life of the Servant of 
God during the time that he lived at 

kome* 

In the firft place therefore be lived a life 
of perpetual and inviolable fdence: never 

ipcaking 
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fpcakin^ but of God; ami holding no con- 
vcrfation with mcn^ In the fpace of a 

whole month fcarce couhl anv one liear 
him fpeak fo much as even a few word;!. 
Whcnevei he did fpeak, his anfwers were 
comprifed in a very few words : for he 
was always careful never to difpcnfe with 
his law of filence, but only when humihty 
or charitv required him to fpeak. 

Secondly, he led a life of retirement 

and fohtude : having no one for his com- 
panion but God, nor did he keep anv 
company but with God. He avoided all 

communication with men, all the tumuit 

of publick places, the dilTipation of walks, 
the fight of amufements fo common at 
Rome : living as if he was in the vciy 
midd of a defert, although he was in the 
midll of a City inhabited by a great nunv 
berof flrangers, and which prelents to ihe 
fight a molt bufy, changing, and varicgattxl 
fcene. 

Thirdly, he led a life of the greated 
felf-denial: being dcftitute of every thini?; 
difengaged from every earthly affection; 

and unnoticed by all mankind; be dcfircJ 
no other riches than thofe of Evangelical 

poverty: no other pleafurcs than the excr- 

cifes of penance and mortification ; and no 
other marks of diftinclion, than that of be- 
ing the objeft ol univerfal contempt. 

founhlv, he led a life pf the ^lvlt ri»ro- 
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reus poverty*.; he received no fiiccour ^t 

aiilftance- fj\>m his family, to whom cvcu 
his very extfleiice was unknown : he afkcd 

notliing of any body, but only received 
witl) humility what was volantarily offered 
to Iiim; and with a generous charity dif- 
tributed to the other poor all that was not 
neceflary for the relief of his immediate 
wants: lie was cxpofed to tlie vicifTitudes 
and- inclemencies ot the weather: without 
fhelter iigainll the colds of winter, or the 
heats ot fnmmer : and having nothing 
inore than other ordinary poor; very old 
garments, very coarfe food, and for the 
three firft. years, no other lodging but a 
a hole in the ruins of an old wall. 

Fifthly, he Jed a life o£ the moft auftere 
penance: for to this extreme poverty and 
privation of all earthly goods; he joined 
an ahnofl conliniial anRinence, and fre- 
quent fafts, iliough his confiitution was 
weakened and rendered feeble: to thefe 

alfo he added nightly vigils, and other 

particular mortifications* And notwith* 



* Ail his mQVfahlts conftfltd in a I'mlc !)jfket, 
wlicrtin he uied lo kct-p hi* IJicvJa!), *:'d liin>e 
other books of devoiion : and a wooflt,. butvl in 
uiiicii he received his brotli ai ill'- 'j-iic-- ^i tlw 
Monafliiits. A pitcc of it i^ Ivoken oil ai the 
cdi^c, i(j ih^t It coiiid not b'- !..ic.i -, ' -c iia It 
hjd been /plit thtou^irdic ituJ,Ic, lie t:aa got it 
cranipcd with three puces of Lou-w)!C. 

il'ijridinj- 



ftaiulinghis habitual infirmities, he perfe- 
vered in the praflice of a kind of penance 
which frequently occafioned the inoft live- 
ly and infnpportable pains; and that was 
hy his ordinarily praying on hiis knees, 
which laid him under the neceffity of left- 

mjj the whole weif^ht of his body on two 

paiiif'd luiiiours, which covered both his 
kn<'c?. 

Sixrhlv, he embraced with a cordial af. 

■ 

fc'^iion, all ihc humiliations which accom- 
panv a life of poverty and penance. His 
hunulity made him look on himfclf as one 
of tbegrcatelt of finners. It was for (his 
icafon, and to make fomc kind of atone- 
ment for his fins, ihat he chofc to lead a 

life of reproach and contempt; this was 

his motive for undertaking all the aufteri- 
lies of that extraordinary penance which 
he continued to praftife till his death : this 

was the rcafon wliy he hid himfelf among 
the muUiiude of poor beggars: why he 
chofe to be looked on as the outcaft of the 

woild : why he chofc to cover himfelf wirli 
rsgs and taiicrs, inflead of garments: why 
he chofe to place a barrier of difgu II be- 
tween himfelf and the reft of mankind, anrl 
disfigured the lineaments of a face n;iturn!- 
ly amiable and atlraftive. under an al'jtfi 

<ind forbidding appearance: and in a woui 

this was the reafon wliy tinough a love ol 
jjeruincc and ignf>minv, he abandoned tc 

llic biles of difagrccable infers, thai 

humblc'ti 



'.iiiniljled body which God now gloriric^,- 
anJ at this prefent time prcfenxs front 
Corruption, and from being the food of 
worms. 

Such Was the exttriof ahd puhlick liftf 
of Beneclift during all the years he lived 
at Rome: a kind of life which he em- 
braced vohixitarilvi and of his own free 

choice. For this kind of lifCj he quitted 
his country, and his parents, and relin- 
quiftied a decent patriinony, and all the 
j)rofpe6l he had of being fettled in an eafy 
And happy ftation in life. This is un^ 
duubtedly an extraordinary kind of li^e; 
and though it is not propofed to us for our 
imitation; yet it ought to fervc as a fpur 
and encouragement to our zeal in tlie fer- 

vice oF God, and incline us to fhake off 



that floth, that delicacy and felf-love, 
which we have corttrafted by being en- 
gaged in the ftation irt which Providence 
has placed us. 

The humility, the poverty, and mortifii 
callous of the Crofs, always appear to be 

folly in the eves of thofe ^vho are worldh- 
wife. But perhaps the penitential life of 
Benedift would riot appear fo extraordi- 
nary to us, if we did not live iri ati age ot 
fuch general corruption and diffoluiion of 
morals, which hinders us from knowing 

and confining ourfelves within the bounds 

•f what is really necelTaiy, and inclines us 

to 



to follow with eagcrncfs all the pleafurci 

and vanities of the age. 

Let us therefore cautiouny guard againft 
that precipitate pride, which frequcnily 
ceiifures what it is ignorant of, and con- 
demns what it docs not underfland: and 

before we pronounce our fentence con* 
cerning this good man, let us reatl witli at- 
tention the Hves of S. Paul the firfl Her- 
mit, of S. Anthony, S. Maiy of Egypt, S. 
Simeon the Stvlite, and of Ixiany others in 

the Primitive Church who have been a 

kind of Martyrs of Chriftian penance. 

As members of the Church of Chrift wc 
ought at leaft to look with refpeft upon 
the life of this holy man, and wait fqr the 
eVent of the folemn examination of a mul- 
titude of wondersj which fame has pub* 
lifhed, as being wrought by God at his iii- 
tercefTion, and by his means. And which 
bv the prrtdent circumfpeftion of thofe to 
whom this tafk is committed, will be fo 
nicely examined, that evCn the .very ene- 
mies of our holy Faith, will find thelu- 

fclves luider a neceflity of acknowleda, 

ing the juftnefs of tlie Sentence tlicy ^rjj) 
prohVtnce. 



CHAP. 



[ *^9 3 



CHAP. XV. 

Gives an account of the la/l year of the ttfc 

df the Servant of God*, 

TH E Secrets of Kings ought to be irt- 
violably kept, but it is a duty incurrt- 
knt on us to publilh to the world the won- 
ders which God has wrought ia favour of 
his Elect. 

Divirle Providence havini; ordained that 

during the laft year of thr life of Benedift 
•Jofeph Labre, I fhould be the depofltary 
of the moft fccret thoughts of his Soul ; I 
look upon tnyfelf obliged to publifh all 
that, the knowledge of which may contri- 
bute to the glory of God, to the honour of 
his Servant, aid to the edification of the 

Faith Fuh 

In the rhbnth of June 178a, jufl after I 
had celebrated Mafs in the Church of St» 
Ignatius bclongi-ng ixi the Roman Gollege : 
I perceived a man whofe appearance at 

firll fight: was difa^reeable dYid forbidding^ 

his legs were half naked, his cloaths were 
lied round the waifl with an old cord: his 
head uncombed; he was badly cloathed and 
^vrapt up in an old andfaggcd coat: and in 
his outward appearance he feemed to be 
ihcmofl miferabld beggar that I had ever 
feen. Such was* tlie appearance of Bene- 
<Jift the firlt time I beheld him. 



When I had finifhed my thankfgivino 
after Mafs, he came up to me, and wiih i 
jrrcat deal of modefty and refpeft loid 
tne that .he liad prepared himfelf to make 
k' General Confcfllon, and begged that] 
Avould be fo charitable as to hear it, aiij 
to appoint a day for that purpofe : he af. 
fured me that I might rcty on his /inccriu 
becaufe he did not come with any inten 
tion of impofing upon me : and had nothiiij 
in view* but the fanclification of his Soul. • 

Thefe few plain words, and the mannci 

m which he uitered them, immediately in. 
fmuated themfelvcs into my heart, and cm 
gaged ray affeflion for him. I therefon 
granted his requeft, and made no doubi 
but that he was a good man, and well (lit 
pofed. 

According to my promife 1 met himai 

the lime we nad agreed on. Tlie Servant 
of God began with order and regularity tc 

lay open the ftate of his whole life, and 

even to explain the minuteft particular 
with the nicefl exaflnefs: from the time 
of his infancy to the prefent day; and 
even menironod fome things which were 
not to happen to him till after his death. 
He dlfcovered to me both the prefent flate 
of liis Soul, and the honours which God 
had in ftore for him; with the fame clear- 
nefs and precifion, with which (in feverai 

fubfequcnt cunverfiitioni 1 bad witii hiiD] 



hcdifcovered to me manv future events 
which liarl been revealetl to him. 

F 

I foon percolvcfl in the Soul of Benedifl 
an extraordinarv IJght, which immediately 
threw me into furprize and aftonlQiment. 
Bv the manner in which he ^ave me an 
account of the whole Hate of his Soul, I 
jierceived that he had a profound know- 
lerlgeof the wliole law of God. He fpoke 
with a wonderful order and clcarnefs on 
tlic concatenation of revealed tnnhs and 
the connection of every virtue; the rela- 
tion they have to the VdW of God, and to 
fach other: and he expFained the diflmc- 
livc marks or charafters of each particular 
virtue, and the different degrees of perfec- 
tion which they contain. 

At this my aftonilhmcnt redoubled:- I 

could not perfuade myfelf, that a man, who 
had never (liulied, could be able to fpeak 
on the moft fublinie fubjcfts in the lame 
/nanncr as if lie had been one of the moft 
learned Profclfors of Divinifv. I there- 
lore interrupted him, to afk him if he had 
Itudiod Divinity ? *' I, Faiber, jeplied }ic, 
" with a great, deal of humility; No, I nr- 
" ver ftudicd Divinity; I am but a poor 
" ignorant man." This anfwer threw me 
Sgiiin into at! my doubts ; fo that I coul4 
not determine whether thi-" knowledge 
H;hich he had, xvas the effect of ftudy and 

Ills own refletHons; or whetljer Gocl had 
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not imparted it to him by immedidte com- 

munication and infpiraiion. 

The cleamefs and exaftiiefs with which 
Benedift exprefTed all his thoughts, un- 
folded all tlie motions of hi^ heart, and 
Ycndered them in a manner virii)le to my 

ryes; the particular account of the affliiN 
*ing trials through which God had made 

-him pafs, the graces and favours which he 
had received from God^ and what he hdd 
always done to correfpond with thcfc fa- 
vours and graces: the tcndernefs of his 
confcience; his fiugular purity of heait; 
his fentiments of profound humility; and 

his fimplicity'like that of an infant, joined 
with an extr3ordinary prudence, ait being 
unitecl and carried to a ver\' eminent de- 
gree, immediately fixed my ideas and 
judgment concerning him, I faw in this 
poor beggar, an extraordinar}^ man, whom 
God, by ways which confound all human 
prudence, made ufe of as an inlirumentof 
his great dehgns. I perceived mvfelf ex- 
cited to enter into the views of his di\inc 
Providence, and I thought mvfelf ob!i};ed 
to make a fuitable return for theconfideiicc 
which Benedifl repofod in nie : audio 



render him all the fervice which migV.t be 

in my power. 

The more I became acquainted with his 
confcience, io much the more I admired 
his noble and exalted Soul, and the extra- 

•fdinarj' graces and favours with which it 

^vas 
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wa'! enrichecJ. God has fometimcs difco- 
vcred to him the ILitr ol-' my oxn S*hiI, 

and my moll fecret thoughts: and Bcnc- 

A'iti has many times meut;oaed tliem to 
me Without doubt Piovidence had (o 

ordained: that the Revelation made to 
Benedict concerning the Hate oi my owa 

interior, might he a ccnain aflurance o( 
the predictions which relaced to himi'elf, 
and which were rucccflivcly to happen to 
him till the end of his life. 

I ought here to add, thut in every con- 
verfation I had with him, he aKyays ac- 
quainted me with fomething that Cod had 
operated in his Soul, and that thefb things 
in a great meafure related to the mariner 
in which he would be pleafed to render 
him glorious in this world, immediately af- 
ter his death. 

We have feen that the Servant of God, 
from his infancy to the end of his life, ad- 
vanced progreflivcly and hy large fteps, ia 
the obfervance of all the laws and com- 
mandments of God. But it may truly he 
faid that in the lad year of his life, he led 

upon earth the life of an Angel : hy an ad- 
dition of fervour which is impoffihlc lo in-. 
exprefled- He poured out his I'oul with 
the utmoft humility in the prcfcnce ol the 
1-ord; his thoughts and his heart were eji- 
lircly abforpt in the love of God; and iiu 
body which was mortified and brought into 
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yerfcfl fubjcftion, appeared to be no more 
than a (ke Icton, t (.vc-rcd only M'uh a fkin. 

On Fridav in Paflion-week, which was 
five days before his death, I had a coriver- 
fation with him, and which was the laft 
time I ever fpoke to him : and this conver- 
fation Icems to be of fo much importance, 
that I think it is very neceflary to give a 
particular account of it. 

It is well known that this day is fet apart 

by the Church for the folemn annual Com* 
memoration of the forrows of the Bleflcd 

Virgin. On the morning of this day he 
came to the Church of the Roman Col- 
lege, to make his Gonfeflion. I found him 

near the Altar of the Bleffed Virgin, em- 
ployed in profound recolleftion and medi- 
tation : and his body was in that flate of 
immobility, to which he was accuftomcd 
w^hen he prayed. I looked at liim witli a 
great deal of atteirtion, and was furprilcd 

to fee, that, contrarj' to his cullom, he bail 
a flick in his hand. This was now become 
necedarj- to fupport his emaciated and 
weakened bodv. See there, faid I within 

myfelf, and while I was fpcaking to bim, 
fee to what a condition his auftcrities have 
reduced him: it will not be long before he 
dies a martvr of penance. And all the 
while, notwithifanding the particular re- 
gard I had for him, and which he perfeftlv 
well knew, in confequenceof all that I had 
laid to iilni concerning the fevcritieswbicli 

be 



he exercifcd upon his body: it never once 
came into niy nu:u\ to fpcak to him about 
liis iicaklj ; niuth Icfs (.Vid it come into iny 
rnind to exhort him to take care of hiinfelt", 
and to moderate his penitential anlte- 
rities. 

I continued to fpcak to him, Hud at the 
fairjc lime looked at and rc/Ic^icd on his 



tattered garnjen 1 5, which appeared Co difa- 
grccahle to the %ht; his llefh of a livid 
and moriificd appearance: und I particu- 
larly took notice of liii ri.^ht liaijd ajid 
arn? : when immediately lome thoughts, 
very unlike the former, arolc in a cojiiufed 
manner in my mind. Perhap.s, faid I to 
myfelf, thefe ra$^.s which feem jio^v fo dif- 

agreepble, may in a Ihoit time he preferred 

to the richeft iilks: periiaps they may bti 
honoured as tlie rclicks of a Saint: hut, 
thought J, before iheie rags can come to 
the puint oi veneration, very great aiuj 
extraordinary events nmfi ])appen. Oh 
how great conlolation did it sktiofd me ! 
How much reaion have 1 to blcfii Qoi 
whg is the author of all Sanctity, ami who 
IS io wonderful m all his Saints ; to be, as 
i was, immediately after his death, a wit- 
iicfs of the eatfcrnefs of all tlic inhabitants 
of Rome, great and fmalJ, from the com- 
inon people fo ihofe of the hij^heft Rank; 
<o fee and ve4)crate thofe very rags, and 
every thing eife wliich had belouged tp 
liieScrvant of God. 

In 
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In' fine I muft acid, what indeed muft 
apju'nr vtrv cxtraoidmary, tluu neither at 

ihis, vor ai an\' other ihnc% did it come in- 
to rav Hilnd to exiiort the Servant oF God 
not to lie fo carelefs conccrnintr the out- 
ward apjtv'uiance of his body, nor even to 
free himfelf from the bites of the trouhlc- 
fomc infw'Cts that were about him; and 
whicl) could not fail of being to him tlic 
occafion of a torment in its own nature as 
humiliating as it was infupportable. 

It was for this laft reafon that I always 
took the precaution never to hear his con- 
feflion, but in a Confcflional, on purpofe 

that there might be fome kind of ieparation 
between us : but for this time I changed 
my opinion concerning that pra6lice ; and 
though it was more jufl for me to take fuch 
a precaution in favour of the perfons who 
frequented the fame Confeffional, than it 
was for me to take that precaution in fV 
vour of myfelf alone. 

I therefore led him to the gate of the 
Roman College, and made mm go iniu 
the Porter's room without any body's per- 
ceiving him : there I fat myfelf down to 
hear him: and he being upon his knees^ 
two floods of tears flreamed from his eyes; 
but though his tears ran in abundance, they 
were not accompanied with any fighs or 
groans. The Ser\'ant of God then re- 
peated to mc many things which particu- 
larly 
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larlr related to ine, and which lie had tofcl 
me at different times before. 

:I obfcrved that he at this time fhewcd 4 
gicater earneftncfs to make his Confeflioiit 
than I had ever rcmark.ed before : but at 
ihc fame time I found not the leaft thing, 
that was, properly fpeaking, matter of Con* 
ftflion. Peace, tranquihty, and confola- 
lions, overflowed Jiis Soul, which from iho 
time of his laft Confefhon had been entire- 
ly ivee from all temptation, ami from al] in- 
tcriour anguifh. I'his was without doubt 
ou'ing entirely to the goodnefs of Ahnighty 
God, who havinjr made him pafs through a 
^reat nymher of fevere trials, had brought 
him.to this ferene and cloudlefs day which 

fixes the juft man in the Jtat^ of perfeftion, 
and makes the dawn of an approaching 
liappy eternity (hiue upof^ his Sou]. I 
ought indeed at th^t time, to have made 
ihis reflefcti^iv; but God, who was pleafe^ 
that the defigns of his Pfovidence Jhoul^ 
remain hidden liil the end of the life of 
liis Servant, did not permit me to perceive, 
that Benedict was tlien come to prepare 
liiiTjIelf to take his flight to the eternal 

manfions oi the Saints. 

A new circumftance which then hap-- 
pcned might alfo have given me fome 
iorefight of liis death. At otlier times, 
t)cfoie we parted, it was always oyr cu* 

om to agree upon a day when he fliould 

tutneagain; I was goiu^j to alk the que- 

■iliun. 
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flion, but he not feeming to think of it 
himfelf, or ha\nng his thoughts occupied 
in fomething elfe, the defign I had enter- 
tained efcaped my thoughts, and we parted 

ivithont fixing on any particular rl.iy. I 
had told him, he might go to Corr.ir.union 
ill any Church to which his devorion in- 
clined hinr; I took this precaution, bc- 
caufc he did not always communicate in 
the Cb.urch where 1 heard his ConfL-inon. 

He gaveme to underftand, by an inciiii.i- 
tion of his head, that he would go to Com- 
munion jn the Church of the Roman Col- 
lege. Having his hands joined together, 
and making a low bow to me, he left me. 
This was the laft farewell wliich I received 
from this poor Servant of Jefus Chrift. 

In cfre6l, from this time Ineverfaw him 
till the day when by a note fent to me 
from M. Mancini, acquainting me that 
Itc had taken his llight to a happy eter- 
nity; in confequeftce thereof 1 went to the 
Church of S. Mary di Monti. There, 
foliowing a numerous and continual crowd 
of people, I was carried to a particulat 
Chapel juf! by the Sacrifly, in which tliey 
had depofitcd the Corpfe of the Servant of 
God on two benches, .and where Ifaw liim 

furrounded by a great multitude of people, 
who were rendering to the body of the tie- 
eeafed the firtt fruits of their vencriitiun 
and devotion. 

I tht^n 



1 then repeated within myfelf, tliefe' 
thoughts which my heart had entertained 
on hearing the firft news of his death: 
happ\ pfnitcnliai aitflcritits ^ which rvithout 
douht^ have carried him with a full Jlight 
info the glory of the Heavenly Paradifc. 
Wc will now proceed to give a particular 
account of his happy departure ou& of this 
life. 

CHAP, XVt, 

The Death of the Servant of God. 

IT is a maxim amongfl Spiritual writers^ 
that as a man lives, Jo he generally di-s^ 
And it is a maxim fo true, th_at throughout 
\\\t whole fcripturc we find hut one in^ 
jlance^ of any perfon dying a good death 
afier having lived a \4'icked life. Wicked 
men often die in defpair, becaufe they 
tave lived a life of fin, and loved their 

crimes : U«t the Soul of the juft rtian being 

without ftain, and either breferved in that 
Hate by innocence, or purified by penance, 
his death is precious in the Jight of God'* 
This is a wholefome reflcftion vhich ought 
to be made by every one who rernds tlie 
account of the death of Btrtedift Jofeph 
Labre. 

Almoft every day, but particularly from 
the month of September 1782, 1 perceived 

i^athiji beaUh was more and more im 



paired, anJ tliat lie funk by dc^grecs iindcr 
the aufleritics of penahce. 

'the fatigues of long journeys had ex- 
TiauIleJ his health and ftrength. He had 
experienced and gone throu^i the change 
of different climates, the viciffitude of fcj- 
fons; he had endured vefy fevcre colds, 
and exceffive heats; and nad travdlcd to 
places at an immcnfe diftance from each 
other; fo that his zeal feemed to know no 
bounds, nor was ft tb he overcome by anv 
obftacles whateven This was in the fiiil 



years of his penifentlal life; bm aftdr this 
he embraced a coUrfc of penance of a kind 
quite contrary to the former. He gave 
himfelfup to' a fcdentary life, to a total 
cclfation of txevcife, and to continLii*.! 

praver. Me rtever went oXit of one 
Cliiirch, but to go into another: where he 
femained either kncelirtgj or {landing al- 
ifioft all the daV, as ftill and itnmovtd as a 
ilatuc: fuch was the life of Bcnedift from 
the day when he fixed his refldence at 
Rome. Nor conld his health fuffer Icfs 
frona that extraordinary kiiid of torment, 
6f whieh we fpdke before, which he en- 
dured by kneeling always iVpon his fwcllcd 
linees: whicli deprived him of e^fe' by day, 
and of fleep by night, aiid moYeoVfer in the 
latter end of his days his body was covered 
with fores and ulcers. 

To fhefe fufftviftgs \^hicll he endured 
wufi the mcrft' conTummate^ piliiencc, fie 

added 



Hcldcd falls and abftinence to a moFl rl^rorou?? 
Jcirrce. His whole ruflcnanceconfiiled in 
a finall portion ^^•hich he went to receive 
at the gate of foine Convent or other houfc 
ofpublick Charity ; hut he did not go every- 
day to receive even tliis. And aniongft the 

fcraps that were diftributed to the poor^ 
he Frequently and by way of preference 
cliofe thofe which were tlie worft, and leaft 
CtipableoFuourlQiilig his hofly. It is very 

nue that latterlv, with regard to his food I 
endeavoured to moderate his indefatigable 
inclination to mortification, and ordered 
that aniongfl the different tilings that wez-c 
oflbred to him, he fliouJd nor choofc that 
^dlich he thought to be ihewoill; but fo 
trifling a mitigation as this, was not fuffici- 
ent, to prevent the confequcaccs of his 
pcrnlential acefteritics, 

The commencement of Lent Avas to 
Benedict anotlicr motive of redoubling 
thefe auflcrities. He obfcrved the faft, 
find abflincnce fUlI more rigorouUy than 
he had done in tlie foregoing years : and 
at this time he would not allow himfeJf any 
mitigation, by making ule of the generaJ 
difpenfation granted by the Pope. And it 

wii.'ionly at the near approach of death, 

M'hcn he found hisflrength exhaufled, that 
lie yielded to the rcpreicntaiions of fonje 
compaflionate Chriflian, and ronfcnted to 
eat fonie hard eggi, and to mix a liulc 
vinegar with the A\-ater which he drank. 

L A body 



AboHy treated with fuch feverhy could 
hot fail of falling a fpcedy vi6lim of pen- 

aiice : and the livclv affetHon of his heart 
at the fame tirnc contributed to haften tlie 
confummation of his facrifrcc. 

None but truly generous Chriftians 
can conceive how great is the affliftion 
of a Soul which burns with an ardent love 

of God and its neighbour: when on tlic 
one hand it fees the niofl heinous outrage 

offered to the Sovereign Majefty of God, 
and on the other hand fees fenfelefs mor- 
tals committing thefe outrages, running 
headlong to their own deflriiftion, and 
pUinging themfelves into the moft dreadiul 
^nd irremediable evils. 

Bencdift entertained in his heart a mod 
anient love of God: and his love for hi" 
neighbour was exceeded by nothing but by 
the love which he entertained for God. 
He faw the goodnefs of God defpifed, and 

his very bleflings bellovcdon man made ufe 
ofas means and inftruments of offendinghim: 

Ilie faw Religion rent in pieces by Herefics 

andSchifms : attacked by infidels, difgraced 

by the vices and fcandalous lives of Catho< 

'licks ; its Sacraments and its Temples pro- 

-f^aned, and the facred inftitutions ofPen- 

-«nce, the Farfls and Abftinences prefcribed 

^by the Church publickly tranfgreffd. 

-Benedifl continually loved all mankind 

^ vbom he confidered as his fellow creatures^ 

created like hiinfelf according to God's own 

likenet, 
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likenefs, and intended to partake of his 
divine blefTings; as Chfi/lianSj like him re- 
deemed by tlie precious blood of Jefus 
Clirift; ^x\A as brethroi whom God had 
comandcd him to love, and for- whofe 
Salvation God always infpircd him with a 
moil lively'and ardent zeal ; and it was this 
lo\ e of God and his neighbour, jointly con- 

fidered with the injuries that were offered 
to God by infidels, and fcandalous finners, 
and the forefight ot the eternal perdition 
into which fuchfinners were plunging their 

:own fouls; tliat cut him to the heart, and 
■ filled his foul witli the mo/1 lively and com- 
pafFionate regret. Thofc who knew the 
-heart oi the Servant of God, attcft, 
that to makefome kind of compcnfatioh to 
God for thefc injuries offered to him, and 
obtain mercy,, and the grace of a fincere 
repentance for the offenders ; was the 
motive of his continual fails, his penitential 
aulienties, his pafling the niglits m watch- 
ing and prayer, his undertaking fo many 
journevs ot devotion with fomuch courage 
and refolution, and executing them thougli 
they coil him fo much labour and fatigue. 
Thus it was thai his love of God; and^f 
his neighbour, made him fuffer a kind o£ 
double manvrdom durinir his whole life, 
and at length carried him otit of the world 
in the flower of his age. 

Wednefdav in Hoiv-wcek of the veBv 
jy8:j, was the time which God ha<l /i-x«<l 



*to put an end, both to liis penitential 
atiflerities, and to his mortal life- He 
feemed to have entertained a particular 
affcftion for tlie Church of S. Mary di 
Monti. Fur, forihc the fpace of about cigli-i 
years during wliich he fixed his refidcnce 
nit Rome, he commonly went tliithcr at the 
ufual hour of opening us doors, and there 
be remained occuiiied in allifting at the 
Maffes that were celebrated, in laying hii 
prayers, or in hearing the word of God, 
lill the Divine Offices were all finiihed. 

On this day, after having employed the 
\^hole morning in thefe holy cxerclfes 
iibout one o'clock in the afternoon, he was 

Icen to fall dou-n on one of the ileps, lead- 
ing to the door of that Church : the fpetU- 
lors Immediately ran to alFift liim ; he 
Legged they would give him a glafs oi 
\v-<iter, which was prcfently brought to him : 
he took it in his hands, and with ardent 
lighs and eves lifted up to Heaven he dc- 
ilcvoutly offered it up to God. It was re- 
jnarked that after he had draak, he again 
lifted up his fwooniug eyes, a:ul joiniiitJ lijs 
hands, he returned ihanks to God lor tliis 
fmall relief, with a devotion whicli ])ciic- 
irated ihe hearts of ail thofe tiiat were about 
him and moved tJjcm to have conipaihon 

en hun. 

Mr. Charles Anthony Maria Ririahh", 
who was one of tlic e\ e-wiiuellcs oi this 

tranfaftion, a::dl;oni whom 1 hcaid it, re- 
lated 
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Jatcd ii to mc witli a Iicart ilill glowing vvitfi 
companion, and with tears landing in his 

eyes. The Servant oi God found lilinft-lf 
fo weak that he was not able to get up, nor 
to ftand when he was Uftcd up. Some 

offered to carry him to the Hofpital tliat 
was hard by ; others offered him their 
houfc, and with a great de«il of tendcrncfs; 
defired he would let them carry him thither. 
He kindiythanked them ft^r theircliaritahle 
care of iiim, hut excufed himfelf from giv- 
iiig thein anv further trouble. At that in- 
ilant Mr. Francis Zaccarelli arrived, who 



lives jnft hy the Barracks of tlie Corfic 

Guards, near the Church of St* Mar\ di 

Monti, and feeing liiiTi in this condition, 

lie faid to him: fknedtcl, you are not well: 

it is nttejfary ta take care of ourjilvts : zvill 
you let me conduth you to my houfi:? To your 
iou/e; /didBcncditl, Vt;s, I actpt your kind 
offer. Mr, Zaccarelli who is a Butcher,, 
well known for his good religious life, and. 
his particular affcftion for Bcnedicl, ac- 
cordingly procured feme people to carry 
him to liis lioufc, and to lay liim down up- 
on 3 bed, witli all his ch>aths on. 

They then were un^lcr no unearinefs on 
account of this accident, as tlicv imagined, 
it was only the effect ol an exceffivc MVi- 

nence, and that when he Ih^vulJ have taken 
fome nourifhment, he would recover hi* 

ftrcngth again ; and accouluigly they ^d\c i£ 

to hiin in abundance. But bv rcufon (,)f his 

L J citicmc 
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extreme wcakncIV, this very nourifhmentj 

inflead of being beneficial, was pernicious 
to him: and his fwoonings fenfibh* cncrca- 
fed. It was then thought proper to give 
Lim fume bifcuit dipt in wine, in order to 
revive his oppreflcd Ipirits: but now he WiW 

not able to fwailow any thing. The Rcw 
Fr. Pe'cillo one of the Direflors of the 
Society of pions Labourers, was then piv- 
fent, and was the pevfon who had fuggcfted 
the giving him the bifcuit dipt in wine. 
He immeJidtely perceived the dangerous 
Hate he was in, and afked him if any con- 
fiderable time had pafTed, fincehe had been 
at the Sacraments: and if he was confcious 
of any thing that might make him uneafy 
in his mind P Pie replied that it was but a 

little time fince he had been at the Sacra- 
ments; that he thanked God, he knew 
not of any thing to make him uneafy ; and 
that his foul was in peace. We have a)- 
readv mentioned that he communicated on 
the Fildav before, in the Church of St. 
Iirnatius, from the hands of M. Balducci ; 
on Plam Sunday he alfo had communicated 
in the Church of S. Mary-Major, which is a 
fa^t we have been informed of by Mr. 
Manrini : and although we have no ab- 
solute certainty of it, yet there is all rcafoii 
to believe that he had the happinefs to re- 
ceive the B. Sacrament, on this fame 
AVcdnefday morninfi in the Church of Su 

Mary di Monti. 

In 



In the mean while rlie Seivant of God 
vas ;ipj5roaclnn;r to liis liill hour; lie httd 
]o\[ liii fpccch and ahiioil loll his ItnlcN. 
1'bcy ran to tTi\-can account of his iiruiitJori 
to the Re^orof the Fdiilh of S. Sa\i(nfr 
d'l Ah?nti w'lio at that time was alio ill, and 
therefore lent liis Vicar to attcntl the fjck 
man. Rut as Benedict: was not ;ible to jjive 
any fij^n of heing in his ienfcs, at ar^y of 
ihcfour vifitN which the \''icar made to 

liiiu: it was not poliiblc to adniiiiillcr tl>^ 
Viaticum to him: and ilKMvft>re lie con- 
tented himfclf with giving hiiu Extren^e 
Vntlion, 

The Fathers of the Congreo;ation of 
Jefus of Nazareth who are dilliui^Nilhcd 
by their Charity lor j^cople in tlieir aqonv, 

beinc^informed ol the iiluaiion oi Benech^r, 
went <jne after another to alhll and coti- 
linue with him for that purj)ole till ]iisd\T 
ing moment. The Rev. F. Aiuhonv 
Typies, Superior of that Order, was at 
fijj)pcr wlie:i the news \vas brought to him ; 
he imiTicdiaieK' (juitted the table, and made 
all polIibJe halle to the dying man. He 
was after^\■aul relieved by F. Angclo 
Pelutofe : alter whom came F. Andre\v', 
Adami,Av'!io was prefent with him wliera he 
bicaihed his laft. 

The perfons who fmronndcd liis bed 
were defirous to invoke the Interceflioa 
and Proteftion of the bleflcd Virgin iji his 

la\our; and for that purpufc all kneeh-d 

do\*n 
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dov\n to fav tlie Litany of Lorctio. And 
a! tlicic wurds, Holy Mmy, P) ay for him.: 

this <Toocl man, who had alwa\;i entertain- 

ed a particular Veneration foraud Devotion 
to the Bleired Mother of God without any 
convuHion or fenfible agon}', calmly rc- 
figned his Soul into the hands of his Crea- 
tor, in the beginning of the evening of 

Wediief'lay ihe i6tli of April 1783, bein;r 

then thirty five years and twenty one days 

vJd. 

Ills departure out of this life happened 

at the very moment when all the Clocks in 
Rome becran to announce the tinie of lay- 
ing the Salve Regina, which is a Form ui 
Prayer appointed by the Chief Paftor of the 
Chiirch, to implore the imerce/Tion and 
protection of the BlefTed Virgin, for the 
ureffing neceffities of the Church* 

CHAP. XVII. 

Relates the extraordinary things znhuh hap- 
pened either before or immediately ajtei m 
dtath of the Servant oj God. 

T ordinarily happens that all that relates 

to this world is over with a man when 

he is once laid in the grave. That is the 

fatal period both of his frme, and of his 

hopes. But on the contrary the niemon 

. of the Saints is immortal. It is when they 

arc arrived at their Tombj that their gloiy 

commences 




commences : and tlic hafty fucccffion OJ 
ages jjrofluccs no otlier effcft with regard to 
them ; hut that of rncrcafin/r their fame. 

This is one of the means by wliich the 
Divine Oracles are fulfilled. He who has 
renounced every thing in this world in 
order to carr\' the crofs after Jcfus ChrilL 

fonietimes receives even in tlii.s Jife an 
Imndrcd fold reward, for all that he had 
renounced. We have feen that Benedifi 
had renouncetl every thins:, in order to 
bury hiinfelf in a life of poveny, humility, 
and obfcurit\': and it fcems that God has 
now thought proj>er to make the honouri 
which will be rendered to his memory, b^ar 
a proj)ortion to the humiliations which htf 
praftifed in his life. 

Fifteen days before the death of Bene- 
dict, a Nun who is remarkable for her piery, 
and who at the times when the Servant of 
God made his Pilgrimat^es to Lorctto, had 
iome converfalions with him upon fuhjcfts 
ot pietv, ^\'as informed by God, that he 
Would ihortU' crop a heantifnl flower in the 
gardctJ of M. Paul Mancini, By this garden 
Ihe underllood tlie Htjfpital oi the Poor, 
o['\\iiich he has the care and adminiflra- 
lion. The letter which ihe fent to that 

4 

Rdvcrcnd Ktclefiallick. ; was fent before 
anv one could fiifpeh that ihe death of tills 
poor Servant of God was /o ne.u". At the 
time of his dcdih, the fame Nun wrote a- 
gain, and accjnaiatcd him that the flower 

wliich 
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which fhe had mentioned before, was Be- 
ncdicl Jofeph Labre, whom the Lord liad 
them tranfplanted into the happy Gar- 
-dtnsof ihc heavenly Terufalcm. 

At the fan^e time- Odd gave a nmilar 

notice of his death at Loreito. Benedict, 

during the davs which he remained at Lo- 
Tctto in his annual PiUM-iniagcs to that 
place, was alwa-;s received in:o thehoufcof 
Mr. and Mis. Sori: who had prevailed on 
hnn to :»C' . pt o[ a little apartment. We 
will therefore j^ive their depofitions word 
for word, as thev are contained in an au. 
thcmick AS: drawn up by a No tar)' to ferve 
in the Proccfs of his Canonization. ** In 
-*' the latter days of the laflLent, (Jay they, 

*' that is, Mr. and Mrs, Sori J we were 
-•* conv^ifing about Bcncdifk jofeph, ima. 
" gining tliat he would foon come to Lo- 
*' retto. Oar Son whofe name is Jofeph, 
*' and is only five years and four months 
*' old: then faid, Benedicl- zvill not come, 
Btnfu'id IS dead. And every time that 
we mentioned our e^^pe^^ations of feciiif^ 
Benedicl Jofeph Labre, he always faiti 
the fame things ; Benedicl iviU not cornea! 
'' alL BencJzB is dead. One dav we aftcJ 

" our Son, how became to know that Be- 
'' ncditt would not come? To which he 
anfwrred : iUv heart tells me fo. Ami 
the fame queilion beinir frequently pi^' 
'* pofcd to liim. alwa\-s received the fame 
** iUifwcr : M\ hcait tci'/s me jo.' 
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Mi'Sv Sori, in her depofidon, fays: *' On 
Maundy Thurfday in this fame year, t 
faid thefe very words. TAis is the day 
thai Benedid is to come : I Jtiujl get his 

little aparimeni ready Jor him : and mv 
Son Jolcph, who heard me fay thofe 
" words, immediately replied : / have aU 
** ready told you that Bcnedid will iwt come 
•* at all. Benedicl IS gone to Heaven. 

What happened in Rome at the time of 
the death of this Servant of God, is by no 
means Icfs furprifmg. God, who is fome- 
times pleafed to make infants the publifhers 
of his wonders and of the glory of his 
name: feenis to have ordained that they 
JhouJd be \n% fir/l Heralds to announce the 
glory oi his Servant. Scarce had this poor 

-follower of Jefus Chrift breathed out liis 
laft; but all at once, the children of the 
houfes that were near that of Mr. Zacca- 
relli filled the whole ilreetwith iheirnoife, 
crying out with one accord, The Saint is 
dead^ The Saint is dead* And on the fol- 
lowing morning the fame exclamations and 
the fame words were repeated both in the 
fame ftreet, and in the fqiiare or broad place 

before the Church of S. Mary di Monti. 
But prefently after, they were not only 

•young children who publiihed the fanftity 
ot" Benedifi; but the people, and ail Rome 
joined their voices, audi repeated the fame 

words; A Saintis 4ead* 

Great 
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Gi*eat numbers of pcrfons, who. have 
hecii eminent for their hoHncfs, an(i fa-* 
moiis for their miracles, have ended tlic 
davs of tlieir mortal life in this great: Cit\ : 
but the deatl* of none of them ever excited 
fo rapid and !ivel\- an emotion in the nuiid^ 
of the people, as the death of this poor 
bc^t^ar: this excited a kind of nniverfal 
commotion. For in the llrects hardlv any 

thing could be heard but thcfc few words. 

There is a Saint dtadin Rome: zchich is tin 
place, where the Saitit died. 

The people ran in fuch multitudes to the 

houfe of \lr. Zaccarelli, that he was forced 
to permit them to enter ; but a guard of 
Corfican foldiers was called to keep off the 
crowdj and prefervc good order. 

The inhabitants ot this cjtiartet being dc» 
firousof fccuring to themlelves the pollef- 
fion of his precious rcmauis, begged tliat 
lie might be buried in the Cliurch of 
S. Mary di Munti : for this was the Churcli 

which during his life, Benedicl had inuil 

frequented : and it may with truth be laid, 
that from the time that he had fixed his 
refidence in Rome, he had paffed the 
greateft part of his life in it» But the Rec- 
tor ot Sv Saviour's Parifii infifled on hav- 
ing it burled in his Church* This oppofi- 
tion which they met with, made tfiem fet 
their heads to work, and they foon difco- 
vered that Beneditl was an inhabitant, not 
of the Parifh of St. Saviour, but of S. Mar- 

tte 
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tin di Monti. To the Rcftor tlierefore of 
ffiis Parifh they petitioned for this favour, 
which he readily granted. And the RcQot 
of the Church of St. Mary di Monti 
being aflured of (he ncccfTarv licence: con- 
currcd with the wifhes of his zealous Pa-- 
lifhioners, and prepared for the funeral 
obfcquies of the Servant of God, whick 
were performed at the expence of his 
friend Mr. ZaccarcllJ. 

The people now impatiently expefting 
the removal of his hody^ the crowd kept 
continually encrcafiner, the guard was 
doubled, and tlie Soldiers who accompa- 
nied the Corpfe kept the people in gooi 

order, and at the fame time compofed a 
kind of funeral proccflion. 

From the moment that the Corpfe wen^ 
out of the houfc, till the end of the burial- 
fcrvice, a fight was feen which is very dif- 
ficult to be dcfcribed. Some joined their 
voices with the fingers of the Church;" and 
puhlifhed the praifes of the Ser\'ant vf 
God; others in a loud voice extolled the 
liappinefs of his dying fuch a preciou* 
death. Thcfe filed tears of devotion in 

abundance; and the ollicrs, tears of com- 
punrtion. The interiour grace of God at 
i!:e fame time mixed itfelf in fomc manucr* 
with the fiifl imprcfhons wliich this fpcc- 
tatlc made upon their fenfes. Many t'^rcat 

Tinners j>erceivcd thenifclvcs agitated and 
Itroubled in mind at the conlidcrjiion of 

M litvir- 



ihcirpaft lives, and iniracdiatcly f(>mic«i 
refbhitions of amendment, to wliich may 
God give his blefling, and render cffica- 
cious. 

Thefe u'cre the happy iirft-fnaits of 
Souls converted at the Tomb, and by the 

intcrcelhon of this Sei ant of God. who 
for their converfion h ' jfTered op fo ma- 
nv prayers, fo many fighs, fo many tcar^ 
lo many labours, and fo many auftc- 

rities, 

The folemnltv of Maundy-Thn 
does not permit that any one fliould be 
ricd at Rome on that day: for which riM- 
fon the Corpfe of the Servant of God was 

tlepofited in a place in the Church which 
joins to the Sacrlflv. 

There was no perfon in the neLghbour- 
hood of Mr. Zaccarelli, who knew that I 
was Benedi6t*s Confeffor; fo that it was 
not till the morning after his death that 
Mr. Manciui informed chcra of it: and 
this was the reafon why I knew nothing ot 
xvliat had happeneii till Friday tnoming, 
Mhcn Mr. Mancini fent roe a note to ac- 
quaint mewitb it. 

After the Funeral Service was over, the 
devotion arrdconcourfe of people augmcn- 
fed in a very extraordinary degree. The 
Cardinal Vicar gave leaVe to fufpend the 
laying his body in the ground for the fpare 
X>i four days : and at the fame time proper 

precautiott* 
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precautions were taken to keep good order 

and pi-eventany tumult. 

The conconrfe of people dininej tlicfc 
four days, inllcad of dinjiiiifhinjr, It'cmcrl 

to cncreafc every hour. People of all 
ages, ilatcs, and conditions, ran, prcflec} 

iiiU) the crowd, arn^-^ were confounded with 
each other. Ft m of tlie firft rank 
caichcd the eager defiresof the iicojde, and 
augmented it by their exaniple- Some 

ncre feen ufinir their utnioll endeavours :o 
pr x^throujrh the crowd and get up to (he 
.; ^nt of Oo<\, and others kncehn^ down 
jt liis lect: forne with an extraordinuiv dt;- 
-otion touching his bodv witlj llieir Rofa- 

nes; otliers kifTing liis hands and bath- 
ing tlicm witli their tears; and every ^^ti^ 
(hewing tl»cir furprize and admir*uion, 
when touching fometimes his hands, forae- 
tinies his feet, or any other parts of his 
flefli, they found them equally foftj flexible 
j;ind in a ftate perfe<^tly iound and uncor- 
njpted, 

Un Eafler Sunday in the afternoon which 
Has the lime appointed for interring -tlrt 
Bodv of lienedi^i, the Cardinal Vicar (tnt 
ifHhe Church of St. Mary di Monti, -Mit 
^^'ol'clli, one of the Canons and bis Attonieir 
General, as alfo an Apoilolical Notarj'anS 
[a Surgeon, They brought with ihem a grea* 
lumber of perfuns to be witncffes of their 
loceedings, who by their quality, age and 
jcuadition were thorouglily capable of at 

Ma telling 
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^fting and giving authenticity to the afls, 
which they fliould have to draw up, in 
coiifequence of the moft rigorous examina- 
tion. And bv the particular account of 

their proceedings, ever)' one may fee with 
what wifdom and prudence they executed 
(heir commiffion. 

It appears evident both fror»lhe informa- 
uons which they took, and fron) their own 
©bfervations, and experiments many times 
repealed both by tliein, and bv wc wit- 

Heffcs, thatihe body did not exhale tlic 
leaft difagreeable fmell or fliew any Cgii of 

putrefa6lion : but on the contrary that the 
^efh was perleflly flexible and elaflick in 
the lame manner as is the flefii of a hviug 
Bian who is in a llate of good heahh. 

We have judged it proper here to relate 
feveral other particularities relative to tlje 
llcxibihty and incorruption of the body ,of 
Benedifl, though without pretending to 
iiave them confidered as ablolutely mira- 
culous, unlefs they fiiould hereafter acquire 

-ihat certainty* and authoritv, in confequence 
■»>f a more thorough and perfect inveftiga- 

lion and examination of the fafls. 

We have bclore mentitnicd tlic t\^o 
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tumours or fwelhngs which covertti Imv. 

the knees of the Servant of God : as !ii-.c- 

"wife the caufe from whence iholc fwelliius 
arofe: and the excruciating pituis which he 

muft neceffarilv have fuffered in conle- 
quence of thcfe f'AeHings. 

Gcd 
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God put it Into ibcir minds imoicdiatcT)' 
Lacxijinine iLefc fwtlJiiigs, in the knees ut 
Benedict, 'i'licy iuund tl;e iwo A\ filings 
were like two globes oi a conlidciahie fixe; 
but tlic llcih Was To flcxibic and ejailick, 
thcit wlicn any one l»ad j)U'ired ilitni wiili 
hii finger, he law liicni innnedlat-ely ie(um 
to their oiiginal form ot tlienifelvcs, and 
that by tlis mere action oi the muicles. 
This Phenomenon wa^ in every refpca like 
that which is oblerved in ])relhng the ilcfJi 
ot a hvnig man. A gieat nuuiLcr of per- 
luns were convinced of this by trying the 
experiment. And I njyfclf have mj own 
experience for my voucher^ becaufc I 
Hiany times tried the experiment; aud al* 

ways with equal fuccels. 
Another thing which we Lave to fpeak 

of, and which fcem^i no lefs extraordiiiary^ 

ias been attefted by man)- perfons, and 

particulaily by F. Francis Baguagatti one of 

the meinbcri oi the Congregatiou ot pious 

labourers. On Thurfday at night the body 
ot Benediii was all over iii a fueat, aud that 

ill fuch abundaiKe th?t bis face appeared 
It) be bathed and coveicd uiih it. iJrother 
Bagnagatd who related to uie this fact^ 
wiped the face of Benedict with the Capu- 
the with which hii> head was covered* 'i lie 
Capucbe was thorougiily wetted with tins 
Iwcat. '1 iiis Capucb<; I caicfidiy keep in 
Bjy potfeflion, aud it retains vciy plainly 
il:c Itaius made ni it l>) the quaniiu of 
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Jweat whicli it had imbibed and with winch 
it was intirdv ])enetrated. The fame Plie- 
nonienon hapjiened again on Saturda\* and 
has been certified by many cye-wuiicilcs, 
mUo more iuUv to convince ihemrdvcs 
applied their hands to his face. 

But now returning again to the fubjeft 
•f this narration, we fhall give an account 
of a third extraordinary tlung which is Itill 
jnore ailoniihingtJian the two former. Ami 
to obferve the moft exafl fidelity, we will 
do little more than tranfcribe the verbal 
Procefs drawn up by the CommiOkrv, of 
the Cardinal Vkrar at the very place, 
and at the very moment when it happened, 
in the prefence of a great number of per- 
fons who were eve-witneffes of the fact. 
Alter they had, by many obfcrvations 

and repeated experiments, examined and 
proved the Hate of incorruption, and flexi- 
bility of the limbs and flelh of the Ser\'ant 
uf God: they thought of changing his 

cJoaths, and putting on him a white habit, 
-which is the peculiar drefs of the meniben 
of the Society of S.Mary ad Nives, to 
which fociety they had aflbciated him after 
his death. And the body having till this 
time lain ftretched out upon two benches, 
which being placed clofe to each other 
lormed a kind of Table : in order to put on 

this habit, it was necefTary to lift fcim up, 

and place htm in a fitting pollure. i"- 
Jiancis Bagnagatti iiolding him in tl>is 

pofui^ 
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pofition by the ilu>ijl(]cr5, BenedifV flri^tch- 
tfl out l;;s Ich liaiul, iiiui liiitl liold oij \hc 
ho-AiA oF one ot tlitr hL-iuhcs, as it he waM- 
cd I:j iiJjjpoit his b<^)<!}' iioiii tallino jftcr its 
being in a natinii) and pu.pcr aniuiuc lor 
ihis purpuic. Uhc bod)' was iuiroundctl 
on all fides by a great number of fpccia- 

tors; 1 nivfeU was Handing at his icet, and 
tlicn had my c)es tnrncd towards a table 
where a uerfon was tranfcribinu a Note or 
Memorial in Latin which aiicivvav<!s was 
10 be encloied in a cafe of lead, and placed 
in the CulHn oF BenedicL 

At the noiie which I heard on all fide?;, 
and the figns of ^ftoniihnient which 1 per- 
ceived in every countenance, I turned my 
face towards Bcncditf, and was no icis 
furprifed than the other fpectators w^hen 1 
obferv'ed the attitude oi his body at that 
time. 

Some of the wltnefies being dcfirous of 
being fully allured whether what liad hap- 
pened, and which appeared marvellous, 
might not proceed from a natural caufe, or 
be the effect ot mere chance : they defired 
that the body fhould be inclined a little 
mote to the left fide. This experiment 
was tried accordingly. If tlie hand and 
fmgers had been no more than fimply 

applied to the bench; if the mufcles had 
not been in a ftate of tcnfion and real con- 

traQixjn.; then when the body was more 
iiiclirned to the left fide, the hand would 

jnaturally 
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naturallv follow t!ic nioiion and inclina- 
tiiwi oi the hodv, ami Lv iis own wciulit 
lix'lcn and fall ]o\\ei thaa the beiivh : but 

inlkad v\ iliis, which ^vas natural and iie- 

ciriltiiA', ilie liand remained fixed w iijc 
l)ua:Lt Of i::e beucli al the fame place, tiii 
liu h liiiit as the bv-ilaudcrs luofeiicd it. 

Tl:c\ <lid i.ot confine thenifelves to ihii 
hi{i t\peiinient; they repeated it over a- 
cain and aiX'^ln, and as olien as it was re- 
peatcd, ilie fame Phenomenon appeared. 
lor one ox ihc afliilants having required 
that ilic hand fliouJd be. loofened Iroui the 
bench, and tlie body placed again in its 
Joinier altitude : after that in confequente 
of this reqtiifition, it was again in a lilting 

poUure ; and the eyes of all the ipc^iatois 

i!\ ere fixed upon the body oi Benedict in 
expeclation of w^hat might happen, and 1 
invfelf was particularly attentive to that 
fame haiid : we faw the body BaturaJly flip- 
porting iifelf, in the fame manner as we 
had ieen it fupport itfelf before : and in 
like manner the hand holding fafl by and 
fqueezing the bench, in fuch manner that 
the thumb and palm of the hand prellcd 

upon the top of the bench ; and the 
fingers were clenched underneath ifc, tlic 

body performing and reprefcnting the 
action and attitude of a living man. 

Some time after this, tlicy loofed hi^ 
bandy and were coav^ed of the reality of 

the 



'the flexibility of his fingers, and of tlve ^2P- 
iciifion and play of tlie mufcles. 

I add that throuj^h tlie whole length oS 
the hand, of the left arm, and even to the 

niiddle of the breaft on the fame fide; 
the fame contractions, and the fame play- 
was obferved in all the mufcles, as migh^ 
have been obferved in any living p^rfon, 
wfio wanting to fuftain the weight of hi*^ 
body in the fame attitude, fhould fcize 
hold on any thing that was in his way to 
ferve him a< a prop. 

By a prudent precaution, the Notary a& 
this part cf his Verbal Procefs fet down tli» 
Names and Titles of the M'itnelfes : as like- 
wife the names, and titles, or conditions of 

the principal perfons who were Ipe^btors. 

The Verbal Procefs, formed in the very 
prefenceof the wltnefTes was immediately 
committed to tl^ Prefs, and upwards of 
eight thoufand Copies taken ofT, 

Some time after when ihey had fatisfied 
the pious turiofity of thofe who were pre- 
fent ; iliev took off his cloaths with all fuifc- 
able decency, and after cloathing hhn in a 
white habit, and wrappinj? him v»p in a pro- 
per and decent Ihecr, he was laid in a 

woodtn coiRn, Many perfons who were 

then without and wlio had climbed up to a 

futficient height to fee between the bars 

what was done in the Chapel, begged with 

trreat earneilncfs that ihev would litt up 

liidi part of the fhect which covered the 

head 



[ M2 ] 

liead of the Servant of God, and aHorrl 
them the confolation of taking a farewcl 
look at his face. 

Tills reqnefl -vvas granted, and at the 
fame time ihey placed in the foot of the 
Coffin neartlie feet, the leaden cai'e which 

coriiaintd il;e Memorandum or Elogiuin 
abovcinciitioned; and to which was affixed 
the Sciil of ibc Cardinal Vicar, 

Ttic Bodv of IScnedift was afterwards 
carried into tlie Church, and put under 
piround near tlie Higi) AJur, on the KpilHe 
ficlo. ^rhe\' choftr this place in the CijurcJi 

hv the coiiieiu and leave oi .the Caidiual 
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The putting the body under gronnd did 
j^oi in tiic leaft diminilh the concaurfe of 
people. They came -^vith the fame eager-, 
pefs lo render to him at his tomb the fame 
refpeft and veneration NV'hlch they had.* en- 
dercd to his body whilft it continued to be 
publickly cxpofed to the veneration of the 

iaiihfuh 

. On Eaftcr-Monday an immenfc muhl- 
tudc of people alTembled from every quar- 
ter of Rome, at the repon of the extraor- 
dijiary favours, which God, to honour his 
Sei-vant, liad bellowed on a. great number 
ot people who had implored his inicrcef- 
fion. The number of the Soldlcis that 

were appointed to keep good order, were 
encrealed, but ail to ntj purpofc. Tlie una- 
voidable tumult, occahoned by fnthagrL^t 

concduifo 
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(?<)i1c*oiirfe of people, obliged them fo giVfc' 
over celebra-ting the Ma/Fes arid Divine 

Offices. And alfo laid them under a ne- 
cefTity of removing the BlefTed Sacramenf, 

from the High Altar to an inner Chapel. 

Somedavs after when it \ras found (hat 
the Ttioft prudent precautions were infuf- 
ficient to re/frain the multitude: an Order 
came from the Superiors, tu lliut up the 
Church : and an 'cxprefs prohibition a- 
^ainil opening it for ^ny perfon whom- 
locver. And Soldiers were placed conri- 
mially on the ontfidc to guard the door; 
this new precaution was judged neccirary 
ro prevent tlie heat of ai\ indifcreefe 
leal. 

The Order of tVie Superiors was obevcd ; 
hvu the Church did not ccafc continually 
both by dav and by night to be furrounded 
by a great multitude of perfons : fume o/ 

U'hotft prayed on tlieir knees in the adja-* 
centilreets: and tliof« who could approach 
nenrer knelt down at the foot of the walls- 
The Church continued fhut for twa 
whole days; and it was thought they inigljt 

now take off t]>e prohibition, without dan- 
ger of any inconvenience refulting there-* 
horn. But as foon as ever the rumour wait 
Tprcad of the Church being opened again, 
crowds of people begart to re-affcmble, fo 
that it was acceffary to form an inclofure 
round the Tomb, and keep ofi* the people, 
I7 a balluftrade ; round wlwch a f^iificient' 

UUiIlU«]^ 
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number of Soldiers were placed to prevent 
any difturbance. This guard was judged 
JiecefFan', and continued by the Tomb of 

the Servant of God, for the fpace of two 
months. 

The news of his death, and tlie report of 
the circuraftances that accompanied it, aiul 
of the wonders which God had wrought at 
his Tomb, was fpread through every Pro- 
vince with an incredible rapidity. 

7 he devotion of Foreigners now began 
to unite with tliat of the inhabitants of 
Rome. And now a new concourfe of 
people arrived from all ])arts, and foiiie 
frojn the molt dlllant Provinces. Some 
came to petition for temporal or fpiritual 
favours through the irttercellion of this poor 
follower of Jefus Chrift: others to pay 
their veneration at his Tomb, or to renini 
thanks to God for miraculous cures wrought 
upon them, or for fome interior or exterior 
favours which they declared they had re- 
ceived from God by his merits and intcr- 
ceffion. 

If we confider well the extraordinan' 
fiiCts which preceded and accompanied 
ihefe miraculous cures, which fame has 
publifhed throughout all parts: if we con- 
fider the cures in themfelves, their num- 
ber, their different kinds, the variety and 
great diflance of the places where the\' were 
performed; and all the other circum Dan- 
ces which prove their truth and their an 

thcnticitv; 
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thenticliy: how incredulous foevcr a maa 
mav be, he will find it extremely difficult 
to refift that conviftion which naturally 
follows from the multitude, the authority, 
and combination of their proofs. 

It is true, that till the Church has pro- 
nounced its decifion, we ought to fufpend 
our judgment concerning them. Prudence 
ought to curb the hafte oi an indifcreet 
zeal. And the proofs not having yet been 
examined and approved by lawful Autho- 
rity, is a fufficient reafon lor us not to pub- 
lilh them as inconteftible miracles. But 
this at leaft we may affirm, and that without 
any fear of being charged with precipita- 
tion and rafhnefs, that the truth of a great 
number of extraordinary cures is founded 
upon the flrongell prefumptioa imagi- 
nable. 
For of what kind of cures do we now 

fpeak? Of cures which are as aftoniflilng- 
by their multitude, as by their variety : of 
cljres of diforders fpread through all the 
members of the liuman body, and all the 
organs of the fenfes; and in many inftan- 
ces, of long infirmities, of diforders of ten, 
twenty, and thirty years continuance,and to 
whicli iouiQ had been fubjeft even from 
their very birth. We here fpeak of difor- 
ders, whofe exiftence was unqueftionablc, 
and cure inftantaneous. We have thought 

proper here to fhew our reader how long a 

lift of them might be made out, if we were 
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to give a particular account of each of 
them. For we fee that cancers have been 
cured, fiftulas, epilepfies, gangrenes, mor- 
tifications, rickets, fchirrus, wens, iinpoft- 
liumc-i, dropflcs, apoplexies, ulcers, con- 
fumptions, afthmas, fcurvies, blindnels, 
deafnefj?, fraflures, and broken' limbs- 

^Ve fpeak moreover of wonderful cures, 
publifhed not only at Rome, but in a multi- 
tude of places far diftant both* from this 
Capital; and from each other: that is to 
f^y; at Naples, Genoa, Malta, Milan, 
Bcrgame, Capua, Peru^gia, Boulognia, in 
the County ofVenaiffin, inFrancCj and in 
a great number of other places which 

would be^too tedious -now- tovcnuroerate. * 

Wc 

• Tne difTeretit places whcrfe, fine? the monih 
of AuguU laft p^H, accounts ol miracuteus cures 
have been pobliChcd, wkhoui meniioning Rome, 
arc at Urbino, Perugia,- Pernio, Moceralo, Rcca- 
riato; Loteito," CameridO, Ccfcnne, Orvictic, 
Aticona, Tolig^o, VcHerrle Rtete, Mdnicfidf* 
cotine', Montc-Sahflo^, NSttti, Civitl-Vecchfa, 

Ge^?^, Tolcrrtiiio, F^iano Urbanio, Montsfl' 

bsnla -, in tbe DioCcfb of' ImOta{«Sdf::e»; in the 
Diocc^s oi Ricti, Sclci, Mibnie-'Li^rei in tht' 
Dioce& of Lofetto, MoDte-Rolondd^ MoDie- 
Perzior Monte-Tamco, Vitralla-; in ^he DioceiV 

ofViterbo} AiigwUaca^.Diocc& o£-Suttii Sturna 

cf 
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Wefpeak thirdly with regard to many of 
them, that thev are cures the accounts of 
which are accompanied with Certificates 
of-Phyficians, and other intelligent per- 
fons, wIjo atteft both the former naturally 
incurable (late of the patients, and the fird- 
<len tranfition from that ftate to a ftate of 
J>ealth, as likewife the permanency of the 
cure. And fome of which accounts are 

accompanied with the tellimony of the 
perfons themfelves on whom thofe miracu- 
lous cures were wrought, and who attribute 
-the recovery of their health to the inter- 
ccflion of 'Bencdiif, whom they had in- 
voked to intercede with God in their be- 
half. 

■In a word we here fpeak of cures tliat 
have been- performed, not fn<x*eflively in a 
long traft of time; but fuch as. have been 
pe'rlorraed in a very Ihort fpace : and lo 
ipeedily -that it cannot by any means bt* 
faid that the emhufiafm of one city his 
been produced by the enthufiafm of the 

Dloccfsof VdJrtri, Capo-di-MoBtc; DIpccfs of 
Monttf Siafrone. - And out of the Ecch/joiljcal 

State, at GcDCva,- MaUa^'MiJau, Bei.j»anje^>Jiif*lcs ; 
and HI ;hifc ddfeTcni^iateA, i/aii5,. (JapnaiiA* 

tfjuita, Mqiu Royal, Aiiidtiice, Avcz/anpo,. Pe* 

ticto, Sperlongay, Roccadi. iioties, Ja ij^uie 
Mdi'ity CapWirch'o, Atcc, in Fiance, Bolene/iu 
ihc County v\ Venailiin, at many place* in Ar 
rois ; ar Aix in Provence, Liiie, Cavaillt/»i, Inl 
mmy odicr places. 

N a oihftr 
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©rher places where thefe extraorJinaryfacli 

.have happeiicd- 

Accounts of cures were publiihed at 
Rome in the very week in wliich the Ser- 
vant of God departed out of this life. In 
all the other places, where finiilar cures 
have been performed, many of them have 
been performed immediately after the news 
arrived of what had been done at Rome. 

For the firlt three months after the death 
of Benedict, fcarce a week has pafTed, in 

which there has not been at Rome fome 
verbal procefTes of miraculous cures: or in 
which iome people on whom miraculous 
cures have been performed, have not ar- 
rived to pnblifh at the Tomb of this poor 
Sen'ant of Jcfus Chrift, both his Fame, and 

their own gratitude to God for the benefits 
Leftowed on them by his interceflion. 

Bv a fingular difpofiiion of divine Provi- 
dence, the particulars of his life, from his 
anfaucv to his death, have been known, 
publiflied, and proved in fo ready a n)an- 
ner, an<l at the fame time with fuch exa(:t- 
iiefs, that this itfelf may iuftlv be looked 
upon as a vei-y extraordinary thing. From 

hence thev pajled on from admiration at 
the wonders attributed to his intcrccfhon, 
to admiration at his virtues: andthcfctwo 

caufes united, confirmed, and more and 

more contributed to extend the reputation 
©f hisJiinftity, whichinnncdiately v,-as fprcaJ 

throughout 
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throughout all". Europe with an incredible 
-rapidity. 

As God was pleafed to-make the gloiy 

offBenodicl'fli-ine ev-ery day- by neV fa- 
vours : -the^lDar-diiwl-Vicarthotigli it a duty 
incumbent ort hirn to grvc.his orders to 
a>mm€FM:e the-preUniloary proceedings^ 
-which a}wav*fi*4-ve as an ratr^dacHoiV to 
the Procefs ^f '^hcBeatification awd Ca- 
aoniiiatiort of Saims. And therefore* he 
^publi (bed ■ W s- orders to bc^in- the foleiiin 
FormaJuies, p-efcr-ibed by tlie'PppeS Urbjiii 
• *h(J- Eighth a*id -In-nooent 4ke NbitlK 

The ArcJbbifhop of Neocefarea was-dele- 
gatedin-theflaowthof May 17-83, to-receive 
the luridicaJ Informations relative to thole- 
miracuJons^Gttres:- and-eHaini»ne-tlie vvit- 
aclfes who fhouLd appear for this purpoft-^ 
and w ho* -Av^rov to*- declare- Uj>on* ^oath- the- 
-.tEaih-oftke.'Fa^$ Avhkb they aiiert-iKl.. 
Th^Rev#4*\'^Pi4m*^Reftbr'Gf^he Church 
of St. Mary di Monti where- Benedittwas 
buficd was nominated to- do tlie bu-firi^Isof 

Solicitor in'*Jthe caufe. The Cajioa Co- 

'felli-AttoEney-Gen^ral of tbeVieariate ^i" 

'R'ome wafi-appolnted tO' do- the bufinefs -of 

Proftor: ■and'Alr^'Cfcc-oni/ ihat^oi- Secre- 

taiy- ^o the CtwftmA'fllo n . 

The inforina^ions taken- at Loretto-liv 
aiithorily of the-Holv Sct-^ and thofe taken 
in- France^ where the vSor\'.uu of God was 
h4drn, bv -ihe'SiiJiof) of Bonlop-ni', have 
b^eii- ivljcadv- rgiTwued to^ and- received b\- 
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the Congregation of Rites: and the Pro* 
cefs is now carrvlng on with the utmoll 
diUgence and fiiccefs. 

As obedient children of the Church, we 
ought to wait its decifion with refpetf. 
Every thing concurs to afford us hopes 
that thefe words of Solomon will be tuily 
verified in the perfon of this poor follower 
of Jcfus Chrift. Tfiere is a withered 7nan 
that wantclh hU(>, is very zoeak^ and /nil 

poverty. Yet the eye of God hath looked 

upon himfor good^ and hath raifed him up 

from his low coudiiion^ and hath exalted fus 

head : and many have WQndered at him^ and 

have glorified Gad , Ecclus. xi. 12, jj. 

THE VERBAL PROCESS 

BegHn on Eafter Sunday Jive days after the 

dtath oj i/ieS rvant of God, andijnmedi- 
ately before the Burial of his body^ 

AT tl>^ requell of Mr Cajetan Pahna, 
Superior of the Congregation called 

bv the Hame of Pious Labourers^ and Ret^or 

of the Church of S. Mary di Monti at 

Rome, I the underfigned Notary Publick, 
accompanying Mr. Luke Anthony Cofeili, 
Canon, Attori^ey General, and Secretary oi 
the Court of the Vicariate of Rome, went 
about four o'Clock in the afternooa to the 

faul Church of S. Mary di Monti, Avhei e 

hcing arrived, and liaving with great diffi- 

cuhy 



■ cultv entered into it bv the little fiJe door 
on account of a great njultitudc of people 
crowding on all fidc-s, I was conduced in- 
to a pailage adjoining to the Sacrill}-, and 
in: the middle of which I ioand a human 
coi*pfe laid out upon benches, and cloathed 
with a white Robe conformable to t!ie 

■ Cuilom of the members of the venerable 
Confraternity of S. Mary nd Nivcs, girded 
with a Cord proper to this habit, having 
liis hands placed in the ionu of a Ciofs up- 
on his bread, and not exhaling any fmell, 

• either pleafant or dllagreeablc. 

Then, the Canon, ^h^ Cofelit, afiing 
in virtue of the authority ^''^nted to )jim^ 
by his Eminence the Cardinal Mark 
Anthony Colonna, Vicar of Rome, order- 
ed, that to avoid the noife infeparablc from 

the prefencc of a multitude <>t people, tlie 
body fiiould be canve\*ed into the Sacrifl\\ 
contiguous to the faid paflage, which was 
immediately executed by the help of the 
Soldiers, 

Tlie door of the Sacrifty being after- 
ward fhut, they proceeded to identify the 
body, in the prefenceof feveral w^itneffes : 
viz Mr. Cajetan Palraa, Mr. Biagio PiciHo, 
the Fathers) Michatl Trifciito, Fran- 
cis Bagnagatti, and Camillns Simeoni, 
(all of them Religious of the faid Congre- 
gation of Pious Labourers.) Mr. Jofepli 

Marconi, M. Hannibal Albani, the mofl 

lllullrious Count, Mr* James Piccini, Mr. 

Paul 
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¥m\ Mancini, Mr. Francis Zaccarelli, and 
Mr. Peter Sentoli : ali of whom after hav- 
ing fecn and attexitively viewed the faid 

Corpfe, affirmed uponQath, that they knew 
it to be theCotpfe of the Servant of God 
Benedlft Jofeph Lahie, whom they all 
knew perfeSly well.while he was living: 
and whofe Soul tl>e)* now pioafly believe 
was received into themanfions of eternal 
reft, on Wcdnelday the fixtcenxh - day of 
April of the prefent year, which, was the 
day of his deaths and . which . happened 
in the firft hour after Sun-fet^ inJ^he houfe 

. of A^r. Zaccarelli, .wliich is.i>^r.to the 
aforefaid Church of S.-Mary de Monti. 
All which they affirm to he true and accord- 
ing to their perfeft knowledge : they having 
many times fpoken to, and faraiLiarlv coii- 
vcrfed with the faidfJBendifl Jofeph Labi e 
during liis life time. 7'a which Mr. Marconi 

. added, that he Iiad .heard hisSacranaental 
Confeflions fora-Gonfidejablelpaceof time. 

And Mr. Mancini added, that. he had for 
i a long, tune given him. a iodgLng at nighty 

in the hofpitium deflined for tJae poor* 

The proving the identity of the Body be- 
ing fimflied, and .performed laiuch aman- 
jier as to jreiMler it tmpoflifele hereafter to 

. call it in queftton : Mr* Cofelli conliderinJ 
tliat the -Sacrifty was filled with a great 
multitude of people,. _ ordexed llae body to 

: he wrapt up in a flicet,. and cai'ficd into a 

\ prijrate Chapel j^car.thQfaid Sacciily^wlierc 

beinj 



I 



'I ^S3 1 

being brought by the lielp of the Soldiers 
who cleared the way, the body was laid 
down at fall length upon two benches, 
which had been previoufly prepared for 
that purpofe : and which by being placed 
clofe to each other, formed a kind of table. 
The body was then meafured by a Joiner, 
who found it to be fix palms five Inches in 
length. After which Mr. Jofeph Chigi, a 
Surgeon, officially appointed for this pur- 
pofe, after many trials and experiments 
made by him ; found that the body was foft, 
flexiblie, and elaftick, in all its parts; and 

had not the leaft fign of corruption : which 
was alfo attefted by many other perfons who 
were prefent, and who convinced thejn- 
felves of the truth of this faft, by their own 

experiments. 

After they had flripped the corpfe of its 
garments with all proper decency ; when 
they came to change his fhirt, in order to 
do this, it was neceflary to raife up the 
his body; \vhich was dt)ne by the under- 
jnentioned Michael Trifcitto, Francis Bag- 
nagatti, and Camillus Simconi, who pla- 
ced the body of the dcccafed in fuch man- 
ner, that the lower part of his body re- 
mained extended upon tlie two united 
benches, and the upcr part of his body 
was raifed upright: fo that lie wai tlici*. 
placed in a fitting poflurc. At wliicii time 
it was remarked, that while F. Bagnatrattl 
was holding the corpfe by the Ihoulders, 

tlic 



the- body of the deceafed feemed to lay 
hold on the board of the bench, and in a 
kind of a natural manner ta fupport its own 
weight. 

-Thofe who were prefcnt having taken 
notice of this Phenomenon, were defiroiis 
of tn'ing whether this might not have hap- 
pened by cliance. For which purpofc, 

■ they incHned the hody a Httlemore to the 
left fide: - the hand neverthelefscontiniied 

•to hold iifelf faft to the bench, till fuch 

• time as it was loofened from it by one. of 
"the by-flanders. 

The hand being thus detached and re- 

-jnoved, ii.e-body was in like manner in- 

cHncd a little towards the -right, in order 

• to place it again in- a fitting- pofition, when 
thev faw that it a fecond time laid hold 6n 



the edge ofihebench, fothatit feemed to 
fupport itfelf, in the fame manner as it had 
done before : that is to fay, having tht' 
fingers clenched undiT the bench, and the 

thumb and palm of the hand rolling upon 
the top of the bench, and by this means, 
taking in every refpc^l, the attitude in 
which a living man would place himfelf. 

Some time after, they loofened and ii.'t- 
ed up the liand, and foiuid thatthe fni^cr.s 

were flexible, as has been mentioned a- 
bu^ e. 

This Phenomenon was taken notice of pv 
everv oiiowho was prefent ; among whyia 
wcic Mr.-Palma the ^Kcetor, -the brothers 

Michael 



\IicbaeI Trifcitto, . Francis Bagnagatti, 

Camillus Simeoni, as likcwife Mr. joi'tph 
Kxje! Dulpinogf the Order of S. Vincent 
otJPaul,Mr. Fidelis Relagliati Counfellor 
atLaw,Mr.Marconi,MrMancini.Mr.Mark' 
Aathony Colonna, Mr. Michael Angelus- 
Bbve, Mr. Pefer Paul de Luacl' de la- 
kovere, Mr. M-atthew Angeletti, andfeveral- 

others* 
They then cloathed the Corpfe with a ■ 

new Habit,. according to the manner of the- 

Brothers of the afure-inentioned Society of'- 
Sl Mary ad Nives, and likewife girded it 
it according to the cuftom of the faid bro- 
therhood, wkh a cord proper to this Habit* 

And then the body being. wrapped in ^' 
fheet^ was- laid at length in a CofBn made 
of Cheftnut-wood, which had been prepar- ■ 

cd for this purpofe, and which was eight' 
palms and eleven inches in lerlgth, two 
palms and five inches in breadth toward? 
the head, one palm and fix inches high to- 
wards the head ; and at the feet it* 
breadth was one palm two inches and a- 

half; and one palm and two inches : in' 
hei^t. 

At bis feet was placed a leaden cafci tied' 
fecurely all round with a green filk ribband, 
fealed with red fealing wax^ with the Seal' 
of his Eminence the Cardinal Vicar. TbiS' 
box containeda memorandtlmin form of a 
Eulpgium written. in Latin upon Parchi 
m«u, which- i& fubfcribed- both by Mr ' 

Cofclli* 
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Cofelli, and by myfelf : and is couched in 
thefe words. 

" In the year of our Lord 1783, beinrr 
*' in the ninth year of the Pontificate of our 



'* holy Father Pope Pius VI, Bkn edict 

** Joseph, fon of John Baptifl: Labrc, 

" and of Anna Barbara Grandfire, born in 
«* tlie Parifh of S. Sulpice d'Amette, in tl.e 

«' Diocefs of Boulogne in France, on the 
«*.-26th of March, 1748, after having fpent 
<* his youth in the conllant obfervance of a 
♦' very good conduft, under the inftruftion 
*' and direction of his Uncle bv the Fa- 
** thers fide, who was then Re6lor of the 
•'Parifh of Erin in the fame Diocefs; be- 
«• ing defirous of making a progrefs in 
«« the praftice of Chriflian virtues, and of 

«• embracing an auftere and penitent kind 

** of life: entered into the Abbey of Sept* 

'* Fonts of the ftriftell obfervance of the 

«* Order of the Ciflerfians, and was admitted 

'• to the exercifes of the Noviciate on the 

*« 28th of Oftober 1769. But finking un- 

«« der the auflcrities which he pra6Hfed 

•' in this Monaflery ; a ficknefs which lie 

** patiently endured for the fpace of two 

«* months, obliged him on the 2d. of June 

** to quit the Religious Habit which he had 

" worn with edification for the fpace of 
«• eightmonths. 

"After his departure from the Abbey, 

■• he undertook divers pilgrimages. His 

** devotion induced him particularly to vifit 

' ■' the 



" the Church 6f Loretro, and the T^^mbs 
*t of the Holy Martyrs S. Peter arid S. Pau!. 
" After many journeys of Piety, he fixed 
** his refidence at Rome, from whence he did 
" not depart, but only to make every 
•' year a Pilgrimage to Loretto* 

" In every place he gave greatexatHples 6f 
^* Chriftian Virtues, of EvangeUcal Poverty 
'* which he carried io the higheft degree 
" of perfeftion, living ortly on alms whick 
*' were voluntarily offered to hLm» without 
**a{king; receiving only in fmal! qudntt- 
** ties what was offered to him, and dillri- 
" btiting to other poor people patt of what 
** was given to him \ he was a man of 
*' a profound humility* entertaining a fo- 

*' vereing contempt, both for the world, 

"and for himfelf; performing rigorous 
'• penitential aufteritles ; and fpendingall 
*' his time from the morning till fun-fet, 
*' in the Churches of this city, where ht? 
" livedjin theexercifeof continual prayer. 
*' He made himfelf famous by the prac- 
" tice of all the other virtues ; wasefteem- 
" ed and beloved by all, although his gar- 
" ments and outward appearance were neg- 
*'lefted and -forbidding. A diftinguifhing 
" chaiafier of his virtue was, an entire dii- 
*' regard and forgetfulnefs oi himfelf, 
*' that he might make the love and fervice 

" of God his only occupation. 

" On the: i6th of April 1783, after hav- 
*' ing prayed for a very long time, accord- 

O inff 



*V.ing tttLls ciiftom^ he fell JoWrt- tljrouali 
"w-eaknefs, kt going out of th€ Ghurch of 

" S;:\4ary-di MomJ. • -Incoafequenceofa 
«' friendly offer \v^h}ch vvae made to him,- an 1 

*' which he acceptetl, he wasxapritd to the 
** hdufe of a reputable man, f V^ho lives ai 
»* a litfelft diftatice frotn the ia id Church. 



." His^ftrength gradually -decreaTmg, the 
•• Sacrament of Extreme^ Uiinftion -\vas- ad- 



and 
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affifted-by Priefts, 



"while thofewho Were pfefem were pray- 
* '^ing for. him, he calmly fefigned hisSouI 
"* intaitbe hands of bi« Creator-, in thefirft 

*s hour after Sun-fet, of the fame day or. 

*• which he- feltificki t. . .-- . r - . 

vi** On the jnornlijg I fotlowkigi 'Jiis body 
««^ was conveyed \*ith all ftiitabkdecency 

•siota the laid > GhurcWi and -a grfeat eon- 
V. courfe of people • i^rere- prefent ai hi': 
••rDiige, which *frasperformed--at the €.\- 
•*menco of certain, pious perfoiisj i^ho took 
^-tbat.charitable office upon -themfeWes. 
*? Iinmediafcely afterward&a-'ltina -of almof! 
•* nniverf al coimmption Gommui#icated itfelf 

•* throughout aU RomCi at the news -of his 
f^ilcath, which fpread itfelf fuddelily,- tege- 
" thcr with the fame, of hi& great- fanftity. 
♦^. Then, fuch agr^atconcourfeof pcopleof 
•* all ranks and cotjditions, began to c/ou*d 
** to'the^Gbureh». that the • Soldiers who 
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" a great deal of diH^cuIty to keep tlit^ 
" multitude in fubjeftion. - - 

"To fatlsfy the pietycof the Faithfuf 
*' whafe number encreafed more and more,; 
*' his Eminence the Cardinal Vicar gave. 
*' ieaveto defer th« laying the body nn- 
" der-ground till the evening of Eafter 
•' Sunday, which- in this year 178;^, falls on 
" the twentieth of April, ■ This fame d^iy,. 
'* by order of "his Eminence tlie body was,. 
'^ about the time of Sun-fet, laid under. 



'<HW__, 



'* place of this= Church. 
'- - ■ • ■ -Signed. 

Luke Anthony ■ Coseli.i, Auoni'^y 

' General of' I kt Vicariate of Ronu^ 

Francis^ Mar r. Notary^ at the rcqueft 
bf Mr. Joseph ClccoNi. . 

We think we ought here to add fonv.' fow 

iiitereftihg Anecdotes^ relative to tlielrle iA 

this Servant of God, which wc have ic- 

ceived-from Mr. Alcgiani, and which- uffoid 
us a great idea of his patience, hi> hutinJity,. 

aud tlie profound > rcQoHeitlou ol his Soui 
in prayer. - . . . , 

One dav as this Servant of C >d [>a(If'.} 
y the Hofpkal Colonna, whcicfomc boyr. 
where playing at Ouoits, ■ one of them 
flruck him with a done on the left leg near 
the aucle bone ; the blow was fo violent «s 
to'make a gi-eat quantity of. bloOil Ipout. 
cut-: nevertheleis iie did not difct>ver his 
pain by any ■ fign whatever; and what- is 
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fiiii more extraordinarj', is, that he did flot 
turn about to fee who had ftruck him ; but 
rontinued to walk on, with the fame peace 
and tranquilh'ty as before. 

Another day as he was crofling the Coll- 
fcum, feeing fome boys playing in an in- 
decent manner, lie went up to them, and 
•his zeal being enkindled, he gave them a 
^reprimand mixed with a good deal of fweet- 
•liefs: hut the boys took up Hones and be- 
gan lo throw them at their charitable moni- 
tor, as the reward of his zeal. A man who 
was a fpeftator of tlieir behaviour, ran up to 
defend Benedlft. But the Servant of God 
fa id to him : Lei them alonCy let them do zvhaC 
»hey pleafe : for if you knew who I am^ yon 

yourj'elj zvould throw Jlones at me ivith Jhll 
moft rage than theft boys. 

It was with the fame imalterable peace 
that he endured a cruel infuU from one of 
his benefaflors. This man had given him 
J Bajoco, or Italian penny, but perceiving 
ihat Benedict gave ittoanoiher poorperfon, 
lie looked upon this aftion in a bad light, ima- 
gining that Benedift difdained to accept fo 
fmallanAlms: and therefore came uptohi'n 
andllruckhim with his cane. Afrer the 
death of this poor Servant of Jefus Chrifl, 
he remembered the injury he had done 
him: and penetrated with the moll lively 
feniiments of repentance, he ran to the 
Church of St. Mary di Monti, to a(k his 
pardon, and as a token and memorial oi 
his forrow, he left in that Church, the 

giiilfy 
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guiliy inilrument with which he had ftruck 
lu'in. 

Mr. Ziili, whofe defpofitions will be ex- 
annncd in the Proccis oi CanonizaUon, 
^vas one- of the piuicipal witnelFes of- the 
relpect and reverence with which the Ser- 
vant God prayed in the Churches, He was 

in a manner annihilated in the pretence of 
God: having his eyes turned fometimes 

towards the adorable vj6Hm oF our iSalva- 
tion, and' Sometimes towards the earth, 
with a devotion that aflonilhcd every be- 
holder. Mr. Zitii declares, that on one 
day, he otifcrvcd hiin for iGveral hours, 
kneeling before the Blefled Sacrainent, in 
the Church of the Capuchins, and faw him 
all the time totally deliitute of motion : and 
abforpt in adoration aiid prayer to'fuch a 
dt'gr.ee, that he fufpetled he, was dead, and 
went to kirn" to jog him, and thereby .dif- 
covcr whether he. was. dead oralivc.^ 

Mr*. Zitii had been Trcauirer to Kouli, 

Chan, of Ferfia- lliis Prince having beea 
put to death by his Nephewv Vlr. Zitli fled 
to Alh^acafi: and bcinii aHerw^ircLi', b\' the 
Duine Mercy, brought into the bofom of 
die Catholic, Church;, and having bv his 
hberal Alms, and other good works^ flrippcd 
hiniielf of the immenle jiclies, which be 
had brought wiih him ; he is now, at niiiciy 
three } cars of age^ maintained out of chaii- 
U' in a Convent of the Capuchiiis at 

lio:ae. 
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REFLECTION. 

How great is the clifFercnce between the 

death of a good man. who. having lived 

in a ftate of contempt and obfcurity, leaves 
behind hini a bright and unfullicd reputd- 
tion : and the death of the unbehever fa- 
mous for his crimes and his impious publi- 
cations! The filft is approved by ReHgion, 
only becaufe he has faithfully difchargeJ 
every duty of the ftate in which he lived 
in the world, and is reveredor honoured by 
her only becaufe he was fo far from re- 
nouncing the fervice of God to fervc the 
world ; that whatfocver he did to ferve the 

world was all referred to the honour and 
glory of God, and done folelyfor his fake. 
The other acquires noihing more than an 
empty name, which is fpeedily forgotten 
when its author is no more. Great in the 
eyes of the world, he almoft difdained to 
number the jiill man among his flaves: 
while the juft man upon the dunghill blelfed 
h-s peaceable ubfeurity, and thought himfeli 
happy in having nothing to with for, no- 
thing to regret, and noihing to leave be- 
hind him on earth, becaufe he knew virtue 

a](me gives immortality. 

The infidel was only folicitous to make 
himfelf a name the prefent was his only 
ubje^^t, he forgot that every thing perifhcd 

\yiLli £ man except his righieoufncfs: his 

thoughi5 



ihouglits and aftcctions were conflamlv he- 
wiU'iicd by pn-'fciit ()l)jc^ts, lie \AastiMin- 
cti tu tlie caitli. as it lie thoiii^^lu lie was 
never to be fepjiatcd fjom it. 'J"iic juft 
nian penetrated with the i<l<ja of the giCt;t- 
iiefs of God wlrom he adoitd ; bccanre 
great Jiimfeif by the conihmt pra^Hcc irf 
truth, of cliariiy, o\' modefly and difiii- 
tcrelledncfs : tliat is, he became great in the 
r\es of Rehgioi], heint^ ennobled by Faith, 
But alas ; what is now become of FaitLI 
Is not all Europe overrun with books of in- 
fidelity and iiuuiotaliiy, which Hell has 
fent on purpofe to puilon, to- corrupt, aifd 

to deilroy it. To fruftraie this iniern;il 

fcheme we need only cail a glance on the 
charaiEter oFthe men who attack, this Faith. 
For while the ChriiLiaa can have no other 
interior motive for believing divine Reve- 
lation, than the love and defire of prafli- 
fiMg the virtues which it recommends: tlie 
incredulous can have no other real moii.\c 
for not believing ii^ than the love and de- 
fire of pi a6tifing the vices which it coji- 
demns. But, by what fatality could it 
happen, that what is the fource ofviiiiie 
Ihould bean impoilure, and that light and 

truth fhould flow Irom the (ink of vice. 
What can thefe Infidels who falfely affimie 
to themfelves the name of Piiilofophcis, 
oppofe to a Relji^ion fo fublime in Us doc- 
trines and fo perfetl in its Mo.ality, that 
if it was the work and invention of man 

we 



we might boldly" alTert tliat man has beea 
able perfectly to imitate the work of God ** 

What, 



( 
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* rbis fublimity of (be Gofpel and ilic purity 
and excellency of iis maxiais, and ot ihe ycifou 
ot Je'us Ci lifl^, of whofc life it is a Inmniary, r> 
Ctlciibtd by oik of the i;ieaic(i Iiifidcisoi thepre- 
fciita'j;c, John Jiiiics RouflTcdu, In ilie fuHouiug 
woids, "^ 1 :rai(l acknowUdjie thai iIic nujclly 
*" of the fc:ipuucs fiiU me wiib anouillimtDi : 

* [he fau^liiy of the Gofpel fpe.^ks to my iiearr. 

•■ Look at all tlic books ol'the FhUofophcis,wi h 
*' all ihelr pompi and you will findihc'm jiiile 

*' aud mean if compared with ibis. Is itpoffibfc 

** ibac a book at once fo lubHine, and fb fimple 
** can be ihe produdion of men ? L»ii pofCble 
*• that be wbofe hiliory is here given given (hould 

'* be noibing more than man ? Is -tbistbc-ioHe 
*'of an Enthufjft oraa ambiiioui Scilary ? Wh'it 
*^' iWecineG, what puiityiii his Morali! What 
'* luiftion in hli InlU unions 1 What dignity in 
** his Maxims 1 WImI pioiound wildoiii in his 
** Difcouifesl JWli.'i pulcnce ot liiind, vvliat 

*' ivarinc/s ^nd txaflneis in his aufvvcrs ! Add 
*^ u'hat cornmaad over his Paffions ! '\\'^ficie" is 

*' iht inan, iv'bere^is iKe Sage-, who knows hov; 
** 10 aA, to ftiffcr, and to "die, witliofat ehhcr 
** weaknefs brofltntaliott ? Whet^'Phtodtlctibes 
*' his imaginary julbmauloaden wiihall the ii;tlo- 
*' miuy ot guilt, though - really deiisivlng &11 ihe 
** honour and rewaids of virtue ; he draws Jtiiis 
** Chiill at every 'ftroke. The rcfcmblancc i>ij 



What, I fay can they oppofe to it, but fom6 

merely apparent contradiflions contained 

in 



•* ftiiking, ihaf all tlieFatlieis have taken notice 
" of it, and it is not polliblc for any one 
" to be deceived by it. How gicai uinil be tbc . 
*^ piejudice.*, how great the blindnefs, of tbc mail 
'* who duifi compare ihe Son ol Sophronifca with 
*» the Son of Mary ? How gicat a difference 

*' is there between ihc one and the other ! Socra- 
** tcs, dyiiiK without pain, and wiihont ignominy, 
** cafily inpoited )us cl)ara6ler to the laft : and if 
*' liiis Cdiy deatli had not crowned hia 
'' iifc, \vc might doubl wlieiiicr Socrates wiihall 
*' his wi(dom had b(en any thing more than a 
*' mete Sophlft. They fay, he invented ihe' 
" RuUs called Moial Phiioibphy. But othcis 
"had fir It reduced thofe rules to pradlice : he 
" did nothing more than fay whdi what they had 
'*donc: and turn their txamplcsinto Leflons. 
"■ Anftidcs had been jnfl bcfoie Socrates had faid 
** what Jufticc was, Leotiidas had died for his 

** Couniiy before Socrates had decJared It a duty 
** to love it. Sparta was fobcr befoic Socrates 
" praifcd fobiiciy : and beluie he liad defined 
** viaue, Gieece aboui»dtd in viiiuoiis men. 
** But from whom did Ji-fus leain that lublirriC 
and pni'C Mor.ihty, of w)ii' h lie alone ii'S 
given both ilif LrlfuuSuiid i/;c Examples ?— The 
'' lit-atli of Socraics pc-itt'fully Philolnpliing \ti 
** tlic midii of his I'licnd', is the carifU, <.ntr can 

'* d'Jiic ; lUaL ut J.:ui t.N['i.'ii.^ m toimem^, 

midft 



U 



[ i66 ] 

in the holy Scriptures which have been a 
tlioufand 'times cleared up and reconciled:' 
ahd old fophlfticarargumentB which have 
bpenconfutediTianyagcsago,andaVedeferv. 
ingtheronteniptofmcn,even of the mod or- 
dinary capacity. If then Faith fhould be 
bariifhed from amongft-us ; the great crime 

of our age will be to havesquilted Religion ; 

and the ^laAing reproach with all poflen'ty, 

■ - - will 

*' Jnfuhed, fcoffctl at, and bUfplicmed by a whole 
*' people, is the mofl horrible, one can fear. So- 
** crates taking ihe poifoncd cnp blcfTcs the man 
" who p efeni« it *o iiim with tears ! Jefus in the 
*• midflot the agonies of a mod cruc^ death. 
«' prkys fijr his liTage executioners'. Vcs, if llie 
*•- life zud death of Socrdics, be ihofeof a Sage : the 
•• lite and dcaih of Jefiis, 'arc thbfc of aGod 

*' Shalt wt then fay ikat the Cotpcl HKlory is a 
*» haion ? No, my fiicnds, this cannot bt; fur 
*' the fads of Socfdies, of which ro one doubts, 
-' 3ie not half h well aticfted -as thofc of Jchis 
*» Chiin. Andat Left ihi:, would be only cvad- 
•» ing the difficulty, not anfweirivg it- i*Oi it 
« would bt more difficult, to conceive that many 
'* fbouM combine to write fuch a book : than 
" that one fhould furnifh the matter. Jcwi'ii 
" Authors would never have been iiblc lo hit 
** upon eirhi-r this manner of cxpicinon cr tins 

'^ rubiiuie Mor.diiy: and the Gofpcl hantliiirac- 

*' icis oi truth., fo f^:eat, fo ftriliint:, fo pciic6iiy 

'* iniu.itable ; iliat ih- inventor would h:ivc bcui 

»' ni-:e afloiiiQ;'ii;4 ihmi the H-Jio.*' Roiilfcani 

as 
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= Wili be 'to have abaadbneiit withput atl^^ 
fhadowofreafoh^onrather without any other 
reafon than tliatofthe violence of guj^.p^f- 
fions. Dangerous Citizens, their zeal is 
as pernicious to publick probity as to Faith; 

and td the State, as to Rcligiort. Bafc 

and perfidious feducers, they cdnflitutc 
themlelves thfe Apoflles of impiety for 

ho other purpofe than to infpire 
the authors of their fortune and the oh- 
je£ls of their paffions with weaktiefTes of 

which they tnay afterAvards take advantage* 
They defire to extlnguifh the light of Faith^ 
only becaufe they fear the revival of reafon 
and the return of virtue. But their wicked 
nefs well undcrfiood, will never be able to 
deceive any but thofe who are willing to be 
deceived. And notwithflanding the un- 
re/lraincd licentioufnefs arid daring implciv 
tvith which they attack Religibn, it will 

always take ib much deeper root in virtu- 
bus Souls : aS It has ilever had arly other ene- 
mies than men in whom an audacious pride 

occupied the place of knowledge and lludy, 

and who wete difgraced; Vilified, and dif- 
honoured by their immoralities. 

Wretched ftupidity ! when wilt thbu aj 
wake out of thy lethargy. With a heart 
fo tender for creatures: when wilt thou 

ceafe to be fo hard and infenfible towards 
thy God ! We fee the world every mo- 
ment rufliing towards its diflblution, the 

carh 
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%artl) laid waflc by fatal accidents wliicb 
Itlireatert it with ruin, and we do net tlilnk 

on that moment which will cut our thread 

t)f life aTunder. 
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APPENDIX. 

T O T H E 

L I F E df the S E R V A N T of Cod. 
Benedict Joseph Labre. 

Gining an accounl of the Miracks /aid tt> 
have hetn wrought by the Almighty^ at 

the InterceJfioH. of tku his taithf^il Ser^ 
vant> 



WE read in the Unrteem]i Chapter of 
the fourth l^^ok of Kings, other- 
Xvife called thfc Second Book of Kings, that 
the Prophet Eliftus died, and they bur it i 
him. And the r overs from Moab came into 
the land the fame year, Andjome that were 
burying a man. Jaw the rovers^ and cajl the 
body into the Setndchrt of Elifius, And 

when it had touched the bones of Elifeus, the 
man came to life^ and flood upon his feet. 
Here we fee a miracle wrought by Almighty 
God, by the means of the Relicks of his 
l^rophet, and that, without any one's peti- 
tioning for, or even apprehending the like- 
lihood oi any fuch miracle being wrought 

P iH 
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in favour of the deceafed. After this In" 
ftance of the extraordinary goodnefs o^ 
Aliniirhty God, it is no wonder that the 
■woman ^nentioned in theCofpel, Matt. ix. 
20. who had been troubled with an ijfue of 
blood twelve years, fbould Uave fuch Fjith 
and cdnSdence in thegoodnefs ofGod, asio 
tkin kikat ijjliejliculd touch hut the hem of oin 
Savionr' s garment^JtieJJiouldbe healed. And 

in effect we find, that her Faith and con- 
fidence were commended, and rewarded 

by our Saviour, by the refloration of her 
heahh according to her wifh. 

We read again in the Afts of the Apo- 
■flles xix. i«. tiiat Aprons and Handhr- 
chiefs rchich had touched the body of S. Paul 
werr- carried to the fck^ and the difeajcs 

departed from t^em^and the wicked f pints 
ivtnt out of litem. 

Thefe inftanccs of favoufs received from 
Ahnijrhty God by touching the bones of 

the Prophet FJifcuS, and tfte Aprons and 
Handkerchiefs whic^i had touched the body 
-of S.Paul: induced the Chriftians in the 
firll Ages of Chriflianiiy, topay a particu- 
lar refpeft and veneration -tor t%e bodies, 
or Relicks of the holy Martyrs 1 not doubt* 
ing but thofe glorious Champions who had 
"Conquered the devil and the worW, by lay- 
ing down their lives for the Faith of Chrift, 
and were admitted into the -manfions of 
-eternal blifs; would obtain fimifarfaN'ours 

from God for them, or at deaJl prefent fhnr 

■ * Petitions 
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Pctitiens before the throne of God^ and folicit 
" for them lys fpiritual graces and bene- 
dictions- Hence we rc-d in the Afis of 
St. Ignatius Bilho]) of Anticch and Maitvr, 
that being devoured by the wildbcafls, no- 
thing Wits left of his l)od\', L-ut only fomt of 
ilu hones \ xrhicli jrete cuDud ta Antioch^ 
and given to (hat Chuch, fur tlie Martyr's 

fake, as an inftfiimahle treajwe. Ruinait's 
Afia fnicera Martyrunri, SeH. 5. p. 707. 

When the body oi St. Polycarp was 
burnt, the Chriftians coilcfled ^vhat re- 
mained of his bones, and carried ihem 
away : which they valued mare than Gtdd 

and Pitcicus Si.nes. Eufebius lib. 4. Mill, 
cap. 15. p. 134. 

When St. Andronicus fupcred Martyr- 
dom, llie Proconftjl MaximMS coiun^^uided 
his tongue and teeth to be pulled out and 

burnt to aflies, and the aflics ihrown iniu 

the wind, le//y faid he, any pitiful uQv.cn 
of the ChriJhanSy Jlwuld keep ihem Jor iX 

ireafure, Rninart p. 4S7 

St. Bafil fays, thai actordlng (o thejcwi(h 
Ri:es, all dead bodies arc aii abomindtiou : 
l;ut now, if any one di i jot the Kaine uf 
Ch rijl^ his Rtluks a re cfeemed py <i ic^is . 
Then^ the touch oj a d.ad body defiled a man : 
vow it almojl Janclifus him. St. B^fil in 

Pfil. 115. T. J. p. 1^74. 

St. Gregory Nylfcn fays, ihat a ChilJii- 

^n thinks him f If faiMificd and Idcjl t'j 
touching the ToirJ^ of a martyr : ana madi 

P a wcie 
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ynore if he he allowed to takeazvay any of the 
duft from the Sepulchre, Orat de St. 
Theodoro Mart. Tom. 3. p. 579, 580. 

St. Jcrom wrhin^r againft Vigilanlius, who 
pretended that Rencks zvere not to he ho- 
noured : oppofes againft him the Example 

of all the Bijliops in the world. Lib. con- 
tra Vigilantium. 

Again, fays he. We honour the Rdich of 
Hie Martyrs, that w^ may adore him whoft 
Martyrs they are. We honour the Servants, 
that the Majhr may be honoured, who /ays ; he 
that receives you, receives me, Ep-53. ad Ri- 
parium. And again, You writethat Vigilanti^ 
as vomits once more his poifon againft the Re- 
iicksof the Martyrs, calling ttjDuft-worfhip- 
pers and Idolaters, for reverencing Dead 
Mens Bones. Oh unhappy man tvho can 
never be fujfficiently pitied. Ibid. 

Dr. Burnet the Proteftant Bifhop of 
Salilbury fays." It is no zuonder that great 
tare zvas taken in the beginnings of Chrifi- 

anity, to fheiv allpo[Jible refpeO and tender nc^ 's 
even to the Bodies of the Martyrs^ Thereis fome- 
thing vf this planted fo deep in Human Nature, 
that though the Philofophy oj it cannot he fo 

ivell made out, yet it ferns to be fofnexvhat 

more than an uniJjerfal cufom. — ^Ve think 
that all decent honours are ind.ed due to the 

bodies of the Saints, zi'hick were once the 

Templrs of the Holy Ghofl, — And writing 

concerning the A6ts which give an account 

ol lbe,refpefi paid by the Priniitivc ChriHi- 

ans 
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to the Rclicks of St. Polycarp, he fays. 
This is one of the mojl valuable pieces ofirut 

and gfnuine Anfiquity : and itjhtzus us vety 

fully the fcnje of that .igf^ both concerning 

the Reliiku ^^d the xcorfhip of ike Saints. 

Burnets ExpoT. of the 39. Articles. Art. 

22. p. 3«3>3J^- 

And liifllv Eunapius a Pagan writer who 

livcfl in the fourth ccntur\\ fays. Tht^ 

Chrijttans^ oatherinp^ the heads and bones of 

fuch as the Mdgi/irates had rxecutrd. made 

them theif Gods, proflrated before them, and 

thought themf elves purer, by being defiled at 

iheir Tombs, 

This rcfpeft and veneration which was 
f/iewri to the Rclicks of the Martyrs, and 
which was referred to and redounded to 
the Glory of God, whofe Martyrs they 
are: was approved of by God himfcif; 
botli by miraculoufl)* levealing where the 
Rehcks of fome of his Martyrs were dc- 
pofited, and by the many Mirarlcs he wa5 
pleafed to work by their means. 

Concerning theMiracIes wrought by the 
Rehcks of the Martyrs, St. Gregory Na- 

J?ia'i?.en fan-s. " Did \<ni not fear the 
•* Martyrs and Saints, John, Peter, PauL 
** James, Stephen, Luke, An(h-cw,Thccla, 
*' and fo man)' others — to whom gieai ho- 
*' nour and Fe{livaIsare^j>[Mjimcd, /jj' r^'/zj/z^ 
''devils are cajl out, an J difecfh cured : 
'* ii'hoft very bod'eszohethf-r touched^ or Hon- 
'* ourcd^ cto the lame as thnr holy Sauls : and 

Pa ''a d) op 
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** a drop of their bloody or any liitk remnani 
" of ih-ir Paffion, as niuch as ihnr hodus, '* 
Orat 3. qii£e efl 1 cont. Juiianum l^om. 1. 
p. 76. Eg. Paris, 

St. Ambrofc fays. You hax)e k}ion'u^ nay 
yourj elves have Jeen tnanv dijpojfejjcd^ nuuiy 
delivtred Jrom their injxrmitus as /oon as 
they touched the Veil zchich covered the holy 
Bodies. The ancient Miracles of Chrijl are 
renexced. You fe-^ moJiy cured^ by the fliadow 
as It wre of the Saints Bodies. How jnany 
Handkerchiefs are they touched with ? Hazo 
many Veils^ by touching the Jacred R-lichs^ 

become inflruments oj the greatejl cures? 
Ev^ry one is glad to touch the mo/l diflant 
hem ; and if he .do^'S it, he will be healed, 
S. Ambrofe Ep. 22. 

S. Ifidore of Fclufium. If this off,nds 

you thatwe honour tie ajlies of the Maitys 
Bodies, becauft they loved God andfrved 

him conjlantly \ ajk tho/e zvho have been 

hc3.lcd by them, and enquire into the number 

cf diflcmpers from which tkey have beenjr,ed. 
if you do this^ycu xvill be /o far from laugh- 
lug at what we do, that you will be willing 
to join with us ia Jo innocent a praElice^ 

lib. 1. Kp. 55, 

St. Auftm in his Bookof the riV^f/C*?.'/, 
relates fcveral Matdclcs performed at the 
Shrines, or by the means of the Rcli<-ks of 
St, Stephen : viz. i. A blind woman rc» 
covertd her fight, by applying to her eyes 

loiue flowers which had touched his Re- 
lic ks . 
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licks. — 2 RiHiop Lucilius, by cany in c^ I he 

Rellcks oi' Si. Srcphcii, was tiiiL'd ox d 
riiluicu with wli'u li ho had Itui^ been 
lioublcil, and wjs ucvcr iroiihlt-.l w'uh it 
a^cr that dav. — 3 Kiichenus, a SpanliJi 
Pricfl, who dwck at Calanic, was cuu'd of 
the Stoiiehy part ul ihc (anie I^eJieks, which 
Bilhop Polhdiiis caiiicd liiiihcr: and be- 
ing aflcrwaids laid out fur dead in confe- 
qucnce ot another difoider ; by the help of 

the faid Mart) r, to whofc Shi me they car- 
ried hini, was rellored to I'.is h)rincr life 
and foundnefs. — 4. A child winch had been 
cruDied by a cart, was cai lied b\- its mother, 
and laid down before the Shrine of S:, 
Stephen, \\ liere it recovered both life, and 
iuli flrcngth, in an inilani. — 5. Ade\our 
woman at CafpaHdna, being fick and pall 
recovery, fent her garn:ent to the Shrjne; 
but before it came back, ihe was dead. 
However, her Parents covered her with it : 

Avhich done, Ihe piefcntly revived, and was 
i:i as good heath as ever. — 0. The like 

happened to the daughter of one Ballns, a 
Syrian who dwelt at Hippo: he covered 
his dead daughter with her garment which 
lie had carried to the Shrine, and flie pre- 
fently was rcHored to life. — y, Irenxus a 
Colleftor, having one of his Sons dead ; 
one advifed him to anoint him with fome 
of St. Stephen's oil : he did fo, and his foti 
was reflored to life. — After giving an ac;- 

count of thcfc Miracles, S:. Auflin goes' on 

a ad 
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and fays. If I Jliould write all (heMira^ 
clcs pet form, d on mtns bodies^ by the Alcmo- 
rials oj St. Stephen, only at CaUuna and 
Hippo, It would be a ivork of many volumes, 
and not be pfrftcf neither. — It is not yet two 

years fnice his Memory bej^an, (lljat is, his 
Rclicks were depofited) at Hippo^ and al- 
though zee ourfclves do know many Miracles 
done there fince, that are not recorded, yet 

there are i elation s given tn of almojl Seventy 
of thoje that have betn done /i nee that time to 

this, St. Aug. lib, 22. deCivit, Dei. cap, 8. 

Several other Miracles of the like nature 
are by St. Ambrofe, Sr. Augufline, and 
St. Paulinus, related to have been perform- 
ed at Milan, by means of the Relicks of 

SS. Gervafius and Protafius : and indeed 
S. Ambrofe in the place above quoted fays 
that liie veils which touched thofe Relicks 
had become injlruments of the great^/i cures. 
And for the truth of thofe miracles appeals 
to thofe who had been eye-witneffes of 

them. 

Theodoret mentions another praftice of 

the Faithful in his days : for he fays. That 

thofe who afh with Faith, obtain their requtfh 

as appears from the Donaries witneffing their 

cures* For fome hang up the rfemblances 

cf Fsts^ fome of Feet, others of Hands, 

made of Gold or Silver. — 77^^.? fJiczv the 
Martyr's Forcer^ and that the God whom 

they norfliiped, is the True God. ' Serm, 8. 

de 
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de curand Gracor Affeft. Tom, ^. p. 593, 

594; 
Since then Almighty God hasbecnpleafed 

frequently to work Miracles by the meana 
of the Relicks of the Martyrs, in Tcfti- 

mony of his Faith and of the Sanftity of 
liis Servants, in like manner as he had be- 
fore wrought the like miracles by the means 
of the Aprons and Handkerchiefs thai had 
touched the body of St. Paul, in teftimony 
of his Divine Comnitflion and Authority to 
preach the fame Faith to all the world : it 
is no wonder that the Chriflians fhould en- 
tertain a great veneration for thofc facred 
remains of thofe Servants of God, and pre- 
fcnt themfelves before the Tombs of the 

Martyrs, to beg of them to interceed with 
God in their behalf, to befeech him to de- 
liver them from their affliflions, and be^^ 
flow upon them all the fpiritual and tem- 
poral bleflings of which they flood in need : 

as the Holy Fathers in their writings affurc 
us they did. For St. Chryfoftom fays : 
He zuho zvears the Purplt comes to thtfe Tombs 
to kifs them ; and cafimg off his Prid^^ 
flandtk humbly^ invoking the Saints^ that 
they may dtjtnd him at the Tribunal oj God, 
And that the Ttnt-makcr^ and Fijhtrmany 
thous^h dead, ?nav be his Pattons, is the 
earnejl requcjl of him that n-eai s the Dia- 
dem, St. Chn foil. horn. 26. in £/;. 2. ad 
Cor, 

Ana 
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And in another place he exhorts the 
people to make this ihcir conllant praBice. 
Ltt us not tkcrjorc on (his day onl)\ but 
rvcry day vifii his Tornb^ that thereby we may 
obtain fpiritual blejjings from God, For if 
by touching the bones of Etijlia a dead body 
zvas rrpoied to ijje^ if a man approaches to 
the Tomb with Faith ^ he may with much 
more reafon hope for bUffing s at prejhxty 
Jince Graces Jiow with more abund- 
ance, God has given us the Relichs 
of his Saints^ that he might lead us by 
degrees to an emulation of their zeal, and 
that we might have a fccuriiy^ and comjori 
againjl the evils which J'urround us, Totn. i. 
Or 42. p. ^Q-j, 

And again. Ld us^ fays he, therefore^ 

not only on this day, but every day, vijtt their 
Tombs, (of Domnina, Berenice and Prof- 
doce whofe Shrines were in the City of 
Antioch where he preached this Sermon) 
that thereby we may obtain fpiritual bltjjiuf^s 
from Gcd, L^t us beftech them, let us be^ 
cf them to be our' Protectreffts. For their 
power was ^teat, net only when living, but is 
alfb, and much more ivlitn dead. For now they 

hear the ?7iarks of Chrifl. And when they 

fhew tkeff, thty may obtain all things from 
the Kinp^. St. Chr)foll. Tom. 1. Or^i. 

Ell. Ben. p. 570. 

Sr. Air.brofe fivs : Tf:e Martyrs are to 
he mvok-id, uhofc Patronage zee huve a claim 
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io^ hy poffejfuig their Relicku — Let us not hi 
^Jhamtato makeuje of them as Inter cejfors Jot 
OUT Lifirmity ; who knew the weahnejs of tht 
Body, at the fame tifiie tkaf ikey conquered 
it. Lib de Viduis. 

Mr. Thorndikea Proteilant writer fays. 

// it confeffed that the lights, both of the 
Vreei and Latin Churchy Ba/i/^ Nazianzen^ 
Nyfp-n, Amhrofe^ Jercm, Au^ujline^ Chry- 

fojiom, hotli Cyrih, Theodoret^ Ful<^entius^ 
Gregory the Great, Leo; more, or rather aU 
after that time^ have fpoktn to the Saints, and 

dfred their ajifance, Thorndike^s Epil* 
part 3. p. 358. 

And BiOiop Monntague in hisTreatife 

of the Invocation of Saints p. 97. fays. 7 
fee no abfurdity in nature^ no incongruity un- 
to Analogy of Faith, no repugnancy at aU 
to Sacred Scripture, much Ufs Impietv, for 
any man to fay. Holy Angel Guardian pray 
forvie, — And again in the fame Lretaife be 
fays of the Saints : Could I come at the?n, 
or certainly inform them of my fate i with- 
out any quefion or more ado, I would rea- 
dily and willingly fay^ Holy Peter, Bleffed 
Paul pray for ?ne ; recommend my cafe id 

C/niJi Jejn^ our Lord. W.ere they with me, 

by me, in my hearing^, I would run with open 

arms, and fall upon yny knees, and with 

iaJfeffio?i defire them to pTCiy for me* 

Hence then it appears, 1. That in the 

firft Ages of ChriRianity the Faithful pre- 

ferved the ReUcks of the Martyrs wi^h 

great 
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great cafe and Veneration : looking upon 
tnem as more valuable than gold and Pre- 
cious Stones. — 2. That God wrought many 
Miracles in favour of ihofe, who at the 
Tombs of the Martyrs touched their Re- 
licks, and with a lively Faith Implored 
their Iniercertion. — 3. That the Holy P'a- 
thel-s, the moft illuflrious Lights of Gods 
Church, bear teftimony to thefe Miracles 

beino- wrought. — And 4* the fame Holy 

Fathers exhort aiid encourage the Faithful 

to vifit the Relicks of the Martyrs, and to 

invoke the Martyrs whofe Relicks they 

vifit, that they may obtain by their Intcf- 

cefFion fpiritual and temporal bleflings from 

God, 

Venerable Bedfe in the fouJ-th Book of 

his Ecclefiaftical Hiftofy c'ap. 31 and 32. 

gives an account of a man who was in like 
manner cured of a Palfy at the Shrine ot* 
St. Cuthbert 1 and of another who was cu- 
red of a fwelling in his Eye-lid, by 
Wuching it with fome of the hair of the 
fame Saint. The fame Author relates in 
ihe life of St. Cuthbert, that another per- 
fon was alfo cured of a Palfy by having 
the (hoes in which St. Cuthbert had beeai 
at firft buried, upon his feet, cap, 45. 

St. Bernard fays that after the death of 
St. Malachias, " his funeral rites were per - 

formed : the Sacrifice and all things were 
done with the utmoji devotion. At the 

faf^e time a lad flood at a diflance whofe 

" withered 






" toiihcred arm hunf down by his fide, and 
*' was more troublejome than beneficial t3 
** Aim. Obferving which, 1 7nadc a ftgn te 
" him to come to me. And taking hold of his 
** withered arm, I apfdied it to the hand of 
" the Bi^iop ; and he reflored it to life. For 
'' the gift of healing flill remained in the 
** dead body : and his hand was to the wither- 
■' ed hand, what Elifcus was to the dead 
" maJi, Thai lad had come from a great 
" dif.ance: and the hand zvhich he had 
" brought hanging down ufelefs by his fde^ 
" he carried balk into his own covntry 
'" whoic and as capable of performing its 

'fuuclions as the other.'' St. Bernard in 
Vila St. Malathice cap. 3 1. 

In ever)' age God has been pleafed to 
work fimlbr Miracles by the Relicks of his 

Saints, both to open tlie eyes of ihe mere- ' 

dulousj tliat if they will, they may know 
which is his true Faith, and embrace it for 

the Salvation of their Souls : and likewife 
to bear teftimony totlic Sanftityof his Ser-' 
vants. A muliitude of fuch Miracles, after 
ihe moll rigorous examination, have been 
juridically proved to have been wrought 
by tile Relicks of St. Dominick, St. Fran- ' 
CIS, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Edmund 
Archbifhop of Canterbur}% St. Hugh of 
Lincoln, St, Richard of Chichefter, St. 

Thomas of Hereford, St. Vincent Ferrerius, 
St.Catharine of Sienna, St. Francis Xavier, 

O ' St. John 
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St. John Francis Regis and a mukitudc of 
QtTier Saints. 

Having now given a fufficient account 
from the teflimony of the mofl Illuftrious 

writers of the Church of God of the Mira- 
cles which the Almighty has been pleafed 
to work by the Relicks of his Saints, for 
the Confirmation of his Faith, the mani- 
feflation-of their Sanftity, and the relief 
of thofe who with a lively Faith folicited 
them to become their Patrons and Inter- 
cefTors before the Tlirone of God ; I come 
now to give an account of fome of the 
numerous Miracles, faid to have been per- 
formed at the Tomb of the Venerable 
Benedirt Jofeph Labre, in favour of feveral 

of thofe, who with the like lively Faith 

imploied his Interceflion. The earlicft 
account of which I find expreflcd in a 
Letter dated the 23d, of April 1783, that 
Is, only feven days after the deceafe of 
this Servant of God, and which was writ- 
Jlcn by the Vicar General of that Branch 
of the Order of Francifcans called the Re- 
collefls, to the Superior of the Convent of 
the fame Order at St, Omer's of which the 
following is an Extraft. 

" Reverend Father — I think it a duty 

incumbent on me to acquaint you that a 

young man, named Benedidi Jofeph 

Labre died at Rome on Wednejday iu 

Holy Week, in the Odour of Sanftity. 

*' The Miracles which he lUlI continues to 

work, 
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" work, <lraw to his Tomb an infinite num* 
*' her of people wlio publifh tliefe wonders. 
" The Blind fee, the Deaf hear, thcDurtib 
•* fpcak, the Lame walk, and the Para- 
" Jitrcks are healed : fuch arc the pr(>di^-o:> 

•* which our good God works c\erv day by 
" the Intcrceffion of this holy man. I 
" fhould be very glad to know whcfhcr the- 
" Father and Mother of this good man j:c 
•* fliU living." 

Another letrcr from ihc far'-.c p^'iI-H* 
dated the 3cih oF April i7^:;;, ;i''<''. 

"There has been fo gn.^it a ti.ir;wi: l:it:.f 
*• Church of S. Marv c!i M'.-nti, iii:*! th- / 
"* have been obliged to fhm it i^p. ' 

Copy of a Letter fic:n t!ic Abl'C '' '. 
LuncI direfcled to Mr. La'mo, R-:-^ i ^t 

Erin, whom the \v'ri:er tiiought to be iliil 
livlnjET, dated at Rome April •2'/rh, 17F3. 
Sir, — I think It my dufy to con)iTiani^ 
cate to yon the following; partiLtilai.-? 
*' which relate to your Nephew, who died 
" like a true Sumt : as he alw?.)s hvcil 
•* conformable 10 the iiillni^tions and 
** education which he rccei\ed from yon. 
" I affnre you on the word of a Pricft, that 
" on E.ifler Sunday, while they were put- 
" ting on him a kind of white Rochet 
" adorned with red ribbands, I was fnrpri- 
*"' zed with a fometluna, which I know not 
'* how to cxprcfs ; he wltli his Ich hand 
^' fupported himielf in a fittim^pofture, and 
•* feemed to me to be juft ready to fpeak. 

- Q 2 ** 1 then 
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" I llien began to think that he- had only- 
been in a tiijnce, E\e))oiJc criedout : 

** A Miniclc! Many of the inoftrcr|)etiabie 
*' pcifons have affurcd nie, ihat on Thurf- 
y^dv morning, the day nfu-r his death, 
they i'dw him fweat. 'His Confeiror has 
t»)id mc, and he fays the fame to eveiy 
hod\\ (hat one day obfciving his 
Pia}cr Book was in a very bad condi- 
tion, hethoutrlit of giving him another, 
!mt afterwards allcicd his mip.d, forrea- 
fons known to himfelf. The crood Peni- 
tent the next time he went to Confc/Tion, 
Taid to him: You had a mind io give vie 
a bock, and after wards you changed your 
7'nnd'^ you do well : and 1 Jubrnit, The 
'* ConfefTor who had never mentioned 
it to any body, Avas aflonifhed at his 
words. The fame thing happened to him 
concerning an Alms which he had a mind 
'* to bellow upon him. But aftei wards 
** leficfting that this might infpire liimwitli 
'' moiivis of gain he changed his mind. 

'' At the ne^^t Confefiion the Penitent faid 

'' to hiin in an innocent tone; You had a 
' mind to gncine an Alms : and a/Uruards 

** yen xiould not. 'J'he ConfcIIor (piite 

'' confufcd faid : Spimual Alms is Jar ba- 

*' tcr, Ttiat IS true, faid the Penitent. 

' And as the Confeffor faid it quite con- 

' fu fed, with his band in his ])Ockct: Jf 

" you have a mind. — No^ faid the Penitent, 

** never give ^he any thing, Towartis the 

** end 
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end of April laft year, he came all in a 
tremble, to look for his Confeffor, and 
faidtohim. O/i, Fafkcr, I f/ioiioht iknt 
I was dead; thai they had Imried mc at 
St. Alary ai Monti on thf. EpiJUc fide of 
** the Altar \ that there was a gieat tnuhi- 
" tude of p.ople round my wrvtehed bo<h^ 
" who made a great noi/t : and that Je/us 
"■ Ckrijl /aid to 7nc : 1 give Vou uy. 
" PLACE, And I GO away. In rc- 

" peating thefe worcb, I go aivay^ he burft 

" into tear^. The Confelfer comfoncd. 
** him, and toid him lArat vyas impaffibic,. 
** bat riiat he had not finned by tbiuking 
** fo. But as the Confcifor was itrucjt 



4« 



" with this revelation, and he, \n confe- 
" qucnceof what he heard fmm Bencditt;. 
" at that very moment formed ifi his oun 
" mind an imagination of \v1i»l he now 
fees : and as, after w^bat had paiied be- 
tween him and bis penitent concerning. 
"■ the book,, and. the alms, \Wiich L have 
" before mentioned, he looked upon tliis 

" man as a Saint: he went to tlxcaz of ihe 
moft refpefkible pcrfons in Rome, and 
begged they would write down. this. 

" revelation- made to on-e of his penitents, 
•* and that they would alfo attclt it aftei- 
'* wards, if occafion fhould fo require; ;jt 
** the fame time declariag that he himiclf 
*' did not know what it might mean. On 
*• Hblv Saturdav, when he dcfired me to 
*' read foHi« papers belonging to iiencditt,. 

0^3 - iiic 
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'* the contents of which he did not un- 

'' derftaiKl, he faid to nie : T/i?s is a holy 
Sou! \ he has told me wojl ajlomjhuig^ 
things\ but set thtitis fomething moi t than 
" this which I KUinot make out* 'I'liis lie 
•' told me in llie prefenceof the Superior 
" of the Monaflc'iy u'here he was, and of 
" another Religious man who alHilcd Bc- 

** nedifl at his death. 

•' On lafl Eafter Sunday, the Superior 

" faid to us : / have a mind to preJtiU a pe- 
tition to the Cardinal-Vicar^ and beg; of 
him to transjtr the Laus Perenne, or 
** Forty Hours Prayer to Jbfue other Church, 
becauje the people come in croivds all thi 
day long. The Princesy PielateSy and 
Cardinals, are /o hindered by the cromh 
" from cominjr^ during the day, that thi \ cmi 

" only come at tiro or three o\lock in lh& 

" rnorTiing, (This continued to be the caji 

^' till the Qjth of April 1783 ) All thi 

*' people come in fuch manner to pray to God 

"■ at his Tomb, that it Jeevis as ij they di/- 

'' regarded Jtfus ChriJL: I theitfore dfJiH 

'* htnceforxjcard to free my conjcitace in this 

*' matter." The Confeflur. the Father who 

'' alTifled at his death, and I, did all that 

was in our power to hinder him from 

prefenting this petition; alledging ihiit 

this vohiniarily poor man always wciU 

'' to the Churches where the Laus perenne 

*' or Forty Hours prayer was held: and 
" that this pratlice had contributed to the 

** fan^tifi- 
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" fanfiification of l:is foul. T'orw-itli— 

" flaruiintT winch, tuc Suj)i-iioi" i ii;Lii;t 'I 
" ail OrIct ijoM liic CaKlin(iI-\*u\ii t^v 
'* traiistcr the* Iaius p< rcnnf^ 10 a Cl.iin'i 

** oil ihc Fridav iolluwinii, 10 fuiil (Iu.l u-.c 
** Lam pt}cniid was not held at the (^hiii\-h 
*' of S. Mar>' th \ItJiiii, as a h^d I)ccn i:i 
*' former ) ears, Trie CoufeiJ'jr iubir.It- 
*' ting to the Orders oi his Siipei toi s, 

\\hcii he was faying ihat pare o! the 
'' OIIi( e called Nohc, and had coii;e to 
*' thofe words ot t!je Pfahn : Cive mc u/i- 

dcrjfa?id2n^j accofa'iiig to thy ztoiJ: he. 

pul.lickiy declares, that uil at tMice this 
thought ihuek into his nuiui : ' Heia 
is the exphea::.on of Benedia's ptcdic- 
'' tion. 1 liey ha\ e tour da) s a^^o removed 
*' the Blcifcd i>ae:ramentotuof the Church; 
'* and they have irai;sferrcd the Laus pe- 
'* Ttiine to anotiier Cluirch, to give hee 
*' fcopc to the devotion oi the people, and 

'' prevent any irreverences wliich other- 
wife might podibiy happen: this is w.hat 
was meant by thofe words of Jefus 
Chrift, I give yoa my place. That tliis is 
'* the inejining of th'tfe words, appears 
*' very evident to me; and indeed the 
" whole city is of the fame opinion. 1 Ids 
*' I was informed of by the Coiifelfor hin:- 
'* felf, who can have no interell in deceiv- 

** ing us ; and moreover by the precaution 
*' which he took, he lias proper witnefTes 

'* of 
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** of llic predirrion. I beg \'ou willgr!: an 
" cxjci jccnunt (ii tlic i\ii\ pan of this 

" );;.kii.':i hk ;ri:::lc our. To-morrow I 
"^ ih^iil ti,;:nia'ic <i!i ins paj-ers. I nm, Sac. 

'"' AL'lic cie Lu.VKi.. 
" P. S. Trc rlcvotio!! of the Tdirhfiil 

' Xcjiu*;. I nni info:TiK.rl lli^t tlje Siipc- 

'* n<jis ititcn! to trv thiS dt-votion ior foinc 

** (U\s, \>\ onli^nr.^ t!ie Cl'.urch-cfoois to 

^* be ihut iiD j'ijr cii'ilC cia^ 3; that thtn' niiv 

*' ice: \vhcii:cr tht.' pc()j)le wiH at the ex[i:- 
*' raiitin o:u:at time return witli tlie idw.c 

" fervour. None ;irc admitted at prcfcrit 
** but the fick. The SacriHv is full of 
** cnitclies and bandages,'"' 

Extra& of a Letter written by a Phy/:fian 
at Rome, to his Sijki , a Carmtlitt Nun tU 
CavailloH, clatai May i, 1.783- 

** A poor Frenchman, named Bcncdift 
" Jofeph Labrc, died on the i6rh of hid 
*' month in the houfe of a cbanruble pei- 

**^ fon who had taken liim in. On the fo!- 
" lowing morning thty were very murh 
" furpnred to find rbat his limbs were 

" fupple and flexible, as if he had been 
" only alleep. — The miraculous effcf^s of 

** his intercefTion^ bave been fo rapid and 
•* fonumcrauSr that to fatisfy the z-cnt oi' 

*' the 
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the people, "whom a flrong guard of foJ- 
diers is fcarce able to keep in goodordcr, 

they left the body expofed to public 
view for the fpace of four days. All 
which time the body prcfcrved the 
flexibility, and frefhnefs of a living man. 
-After his burial an extraordinary 
concourieof people alfemblcd from all 
parLs of Rome and the adjacent places, 
which ftill continues, and e\'en till this 
moment they viHt the tomb of this blcffed 
man, who inceffantly works miracles in 
favour of thofe who with faith invoke 
his interceflion. The dumb fpeak, the 
blind fee, and thofe who had loft the 
ufe of their limbs, walk freely, and re- 
turn to their own houfes without any 
afliftance, and dropfical people are cured 
inaninftant. Laft Sunday a poor wo- 
man who had the dropfy, was carried 
in the fight of all the people, and laid 
upon the flone which covers his tomb, 
when they immediately liiw a grtat 
quantity oi very ictid water come out of 

her feet, ar.d in a moment after, fhe 
found herfolf peifc6tlv cured. Broken 
limbs are rcflorcd, and in\': icriue ulcers 
healed in an rnlloT):. In i \\ oui, cripples 
pi oc Lire ihcinfcK cs rt> [ c: (varied and 
liiiJ on hi.uon'b. and n,<\ ic:urn full ef 
ih'enoih, uiul as uCuvc as i{ thc\' liad ne- 
ver bctn<nii of Older. Ibis Js a figlit 

^\ hieii is repeated cvcr\' day, and of 

*' which 
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wbicb the whole city of Rome are cve- 

witncfTes. I cannot defcribe to you how 
much this excites their furjjrize and ad- 
miration. The incredulous, as weli .u 
others, meh into tears on thefe occafions. 
I myfeif have heard fevcral make this 
acknowledgment, / could not belifvc 
zaliat zi-as faidcancermngimracUs : I h-avr. 
bten curious^ I have been to ftt them tuuh 
my oun eyes^ and 7tow I am convinctj, 

** \Vaat a triumph is this for Religion ! 

•* No one has ever feen fuch things as 

ihefe. There arc people who, without 

thinking of eating, froHi the morning 
** even till ni^ht, never quit tlie place they 
'* get poffeffion of as &>on as the Church 
*' doors are opened ; in order that they 

** may be ej^e-witnelfcs of the miracles 
*' vhich are performed every iafi:ant, 

** From the time of his death to tliis 
•* iJay, tbey reckon up fixty-threc miracles 
" of the fufi nuignitude. Anr'ong the reft, 
** th'i^e IS one ci a vouna woman of twenty 
•* twoveais of age, who m' as horn dumb, 
** and who all at once obtained the life ot 
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her tongue ; ihey ajc now leaching her 
the language, aiio i}ie pronounces Jtf- 
tin^ily everv tliins; thatthev v/aut ht^r to 
fav. ' 
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KxtraB of a Letter from theAbbt de J\HUrs% 

■ Gentleman to his Eyninence Cardinal An* 

driCorfiniy to Ins Friaid, dated May 3, 

1783. 

** I do not know whether the public 
papers at Paris have announced the 
death of a Pilgrim born in Picardy, who 
lately died in the Odour of Sanftity : 

his name is Benedift Jofeph Labre: 
he lived a very mortified and penitent 

life; he eat no more than five or lix 

ounces oi bread per day, to which he 
" added fume peelings or lemons and 
oranges which he picked up on the 
dunghills ; he drnnlc nothing hut water 
mixed with a lutle vineji^ar: his cloath* 
ing coa(iRed of an old gr^at coat, which 
'* was the fame that he wore when he left 
the Abbey of Sept-Fonts in the year 

1770, and a cord, which fervcd him for* 
a girdle; lie ne\-er would accept, either 

new fhocs^ or new ftockings: lie never 
afked alms, but he received what was 
freely ofTcred to him, provided it did 
not exceed a half fol, or half-penny : 
the Mifrer^ Pfalm was his favourite 
prayer; he had no fixed habitation, but 
he Ilept in an Hofpiiium of Pilgrims to 
** whom be diflributed tlie few alms hie 
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" received: be fpent the greateft part of 
** the day in the Church in prayer, and in 

" a kind 



<= a kind of extacy : he difcovered people s 
** jccret thoughts, of which his Confeilf)!- 
** is an incontcflible witnefs ; he foretold 
** the dav and hour of his death, as like- 

*' wife the place where he Ihould be bu- 
** ried, and feveral remarkable circum- 

" ftancefi wliich are now verified; and 
" which he declared to his Confedor un- 
" dcr the greateil fecret; his Confelfor's 
*' name is Mdrcom.'^ — Then tJiving an 
account of the manner of his death as is 
before mentioned, he goes on. — " Tlie Re- 
ligious of the Houfe wliere he firfl fell 
down in a fit, and who are a kind of 
MifTiortarics, carried his body to their 
Houfc, took " polFefTion ot his papers, 
and having learnt the motive of his re- 

fidintr at Rome, and rereivintr other in- 

' formations concerning the rcgularit\- 

■ and hohnefs of his life, ])ctinom'd to 

■ have his bodv in their Church, as beinir 

the ])lacc ^v'hcre he conunonly prayed, 
which was grantcfl to thetn. He was 
pbccd in a paffage leading to th.e 
Cfiuich, where he remained cxpofed till 
Ealtcr-Sunday in theatternoon, when he 
was buried in a feparaie place by order 
of tlic Cardinal-Vicar: who took the 

prccaniion to order that the coffin in 
which his body, which was then flexible, 
was cnciofed, IJionld be fealcd, thcv 
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were obliged to (cntf a guard of foldiers 
to guard the Church, and the body of 

"' the 
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die (Icccafcd, and to keep good oidei*. 
They formed a Juridical Verbal Procef*i 
of all that had happened, and they put 
an authentick copy ot it into the coHin 

with the body, 'fhc concourfe ot* peo* 
pie continues even to this very moment. 
The doors of* the Church, and the place 
wliere he is buried, is llill guarded by 
foldiers. It is ima£;incd they will begi 
the ordinary proceli concerning the vir- 
tues of the deccafed, as foon as poflible : 
tliat they may afterwards proceed to cx- 

*' amine the miraculous cuies which a r^* 
attributed to his interceilion ; and of 
which tliey arc now preparing the me'- 

" inoriuls. 

Exlran of a heller from an En^lz/h GentU- 

7nan at Rome^ to his Corrtfpondtiit in 
England; daled May lOj 1783. 

** Wc have lately loft here an extraor- 
*' dinary poor man: his name was Bene- 
** di6t Jofeph Labrc. — His fole patrimony 
** was the free unfolicited chatii\- of the 
wcII-difpo(cd. He never aiked alni^, 
and never would take any thing above a 
hajacco, which is little more thaii our 
half -penny. If more was offered, he in- 
variably retufe.l it. This wasfomctimea 
rafhly imputed to greedincfs of expec- 
tation, and impatience of difappoint- 

ment: and as raflily a Surgeon once 

R '* flruck 
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*' iliMck him v/Itli his cane for It. Hav- 
iwr j;ot his bajocco, he would accept 
' nc)thinf^ more that day; except it was a 
** htile broth at the door of foine Rehgious 
*' Honfe. Here he alwavs took the laft 
t^ ])Iace, and ilood behind all the reft of his 
<• Fraternity : and when the Alms-giver 
-=* called to him to come forward to receive 
<- an earlier portion, as he fometimes did 
*- out of regard to his peculiar gentJencfs 
'* of manners: he would excufe lujinfclf, 
«' bv a^ledirin<v that in cafe the Charity 
-''• could not he extended to all, he could 
** (io better without it than any of the reft. 

^ 

"** One day aitJ^e Convent of the Dbmini- 
-«* cans, the broth being exhaufted before 
»' Benedifl was ferved, the Lay-brother 

*' out of companion to liis emaciated 
**■ figure, infifl-ed upon his not -going awa}', 
»^ but remaining at the door till he Oiould 
return from <he kitch-en, when he 
brought him a bafon of frcfh foup, fuch 
■** as was going to the table of the Commu- 
«* nity,M'ith a pretty large piece of frefh 
•«* white bread, which he had thrown into 
** it. Benedicl took ;t with reluftance, 
thougli lye faid nothing, always carrying 
the filencc of La Trappc about with 
«* him. Bat the partiality fhewn to him 
• on thatoccafion, made fuch an impref- 
** fion on his mind, that he was nevermore 
'* feen at the door of that Convent. It is 
"^ fuppofed that hi^ bajocco, when Provi- 

** dencc 
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" ficncc fcnt if, was, laid ov.l in brrr;::!':- nn.l 
that this \\'itl] his broth, and (!;•.,■ i(;,f. cs 
of lettuce, and the pith ot"hri;'v)u ciiid 
t:ahba,(;"c-f}aiks, oaihcrcii from tl.v dinu;- 
ui;;, was his \\-holc iuHiUcnco. 
Ihcn, aM(.-r i^u'ii-u an avCt nv.t of ihe 

jnaiincr ol his ccath, and luiial, t-.s :.> It- 

iorc iclutcd in i!;cf!ill pan ui th.is L;{vO;\-; 

liC ^0C5 on. " Tor foir.c d.n s ;d:.-i i:-'' 
prci's Oi p-c(;plc^ \vas ^IcatL■l■ il^in t;. cj, 
inrdii'Lidcs :ii. niir.-.:)'.: injiji c\-ci\" n:-ut o-t" 
iLe i'o'.vn, an.! n;.;nv p.rMsof the Cijun- 
ivy : inanv t;rii!:;:;i;j Liicu" <:iflci^!r;': -d 
and (hiaiilcd jciatiuii^-j iii^r.^W. m vi-.W- 
drcn, to obtawi a ciiic, a.s i(.i;;t.' cd I'a-ni 

'* inoi[ cci tainlv (hch — i i^\.lt.-ii mu i:o\<- 
healing every day i'loiu ddierem tinar- 
tcrs, vl two pcifcns cured infiaiitaju'- 
ordly at Bcncdi<l;t's TornLi. i)iic of a 
moll paiiuid h.n:icners of abo\'c i;i)i>: 
years continHa;.co; ti;c other ct atot^l 
privalrou cf rucecii ior ;\vo years and.,i 
hdf. — Ti;e iiiii i;> m..v.- iccn. Wxiildiif' 
the fecond is now heard talking, wj j^.^ 
out any ];ain, diniculiy, or )lnpcili!^icn^ 
to the alLoniihnKnt vi all their iVirij:N-. 
and oi a great part of Ronie, lo uiii.. i» 
tiiey are both wtll known. Snch v\ij^ 
dencc nuifl be irrcfiilabie to anv ^\u}i_^ 
bnt the nioft ilubborn inercciuiiiv; 
joined ty tlie ino/l confuinmaic efin;:}.. 

*' ler)-. And we mufl either adndt tl.cic 

*' fiitiSj or we ixinfl bc];evc nothinr araiu 

11 2 '• lur 
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•• for thf future, upon tlic teflliriony of 
** iTian, or any number or crccliMlitv of 



'< 



men/' 



i£ 



Xcilher did (liis conflux of per.ple con- 
" fill (.-ntirti'ly of tlie lov.cr cl'ifles : foir.e 
" of ilic fiiif fiualiiv minulcd Aviih liiC 
'* crowd to vifit I'le iepnichre uf the once 
" (iefpifcd Benedict. To fay nolliing oi 
io n'!an\' other great names. Cardinal de 
Eeinis went to S. Mary di Monti to in- 

foim IniT.ielf on ihe fpot of the merit of 

his departed coiiii:r\ man, and pay his 

" refpccr> to his memory; and heiore he 

^' leit ih.c ('hurch, ga\ e orders lor the bo- 
•' dv to ho cncioied in a leaden coffin- 
•* 'I'l.iis Iras God huv.fclf exalted the huir- 
hle Benedi^^, and at t!ie fame time his 
Ci:inrh, in one, feemingly the niofl con- 
temptible of her cliildicn." 
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Exlratl r/ another Letter f rem ihe fame En g^ 
i^fh CytJtiUman, to thtjamc Coiiejpcndchty 
dated May 2J, 1783. 

*' I'he Tomb of the Venerable Bene- 
dict, which is vet inieloled, and covered 
onl\- witii loofe i)oar(is, iinarded by two 
Soliiers, is Itul rcforttd to by an imex* 
amplcd concourfc ol people. 'J h.eie is 
an encreafing cc>nLuenec of all laiiks 
" and more coacl.es than ever. C^icit 
'* nimiuersof cnios arc cnrremlv, and crc- 

•• Jibiy reported 10 be obtained, nor only at 

'■ the 
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the vault wliere his remains are depo- 

' iilcd, but alfo in other cities oF Italy, bv 
*■ fuch as ha\'c rccoin mended theml'elvcs to 

' his inicrccfrion. — I have no looin to [;ivc 
' the particulars of liieie cures, winch are 
' generdliy deemed in:r.ieuluus ; thougii 
' not \ et decd-ircd lueh bv author*: v. 
' And indeed I iuive wo iuelinaliua to do 
* u without thiJt far;ttlon. 



ExtraB of the {i:cond I^lUr zvhich Mr. Fon- 
taine oj' the. Congr> nation oj S, Vincr'tU of 
Paul Toole to ihc Bijliop of Boulogne^ 
daftd Junt 4, 1783. 

Mv Lord, 

Benedict continues to make a ^rcnt 

" deal of noife every day; — it is fdicl t!iat 
" an innumerable multitude of miracles are 
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** wrought at his Tomb. It will take a 
'* great deal of time to examine them all; 
'* but I have readfeveral moll alK)niIlnntr 
'* accounts of fome, which 1 wt>nltl do 
myfelf the honour of fending U) you if 
they did not make too orcat a bulk. The 
** Tomb is every day Mliied as it was on: 
** the firft day, and witli ihc fame fuceels. 
" One thing which has happened, and 
" which may be lo(jked upon as the greateit. 
" and moft eftimable oi all thcfe miracles, 
*' is the conveifion of an i'.ni'liQi Preacher 

** from Bofton, wbofc eini(;(iiy iiavij'jTcx- 

cited him nan'owlv u> (..\atiune the |, ik .:s 
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of many of t}ic cures pcrfurmcJ by -tlic 
' interceffion of tlie Servant of God, is 
fully convinced of tlie reality of miny of 
them : and in confequence of this con- 

viHion, defired to be inftrucied in the 
Catholick Faiih, and lafl Sunday made 

his abjuration of the errors in which he 

* had been edutat; d. It iswonhy of noiice^ 

* that this Ensiiihman is a man of as 

great learning and penetration, as can 
be expctted vy be found in a u.nii edu- 
cated in error. 
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C:'py of a Lelter from the Abbe de Luncl, 

to tlu Bjhop of Bculo^ne. 

My Lordy 
'' 1 was as incredulous with rccrard to 

what was leportcd concerning Benedict 
Jofeph Labre, as St. Thomas was con- 
cerning thcRefnrrection of Jcfus ChrilL 
Neverthelels, three days after his deatli, 
I went out of curiofny to fee him. I 
iound him frefh, flexible, and witliout 
any fign q\ coiiupiion. Providence 
Old lined that at ihc hght of my band, 

(which in this country is pccidiar to 
French AbbesJ his ConferTor, the Friclt 
wlio afiiiled liim at his death, and the 

Superior of the Monailery where he is, 
fhould defire me to read his papers 
^which ihey did not underflandj and ex- 
plain thcra to ihcm in Itahan, which I 

** jeadjJy 
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" readily untlcrtook to (it) : anJ \\-I]ic:i has 
funuihed nic uith an .opporuniif\' of be- 
ing many times witncii to njai)v uoji- 
derUil ihingj;,.ai]d fucli as arc thorouohly: 
capable ot curing my iiicieduliiy. TLis 
15 one ot }.our Flock, llie liulmcfs u£ 
*' whofe life pnbhlhes ilie praifes of hia 
" Pallor. — It no oilici: pcrfon undcitakcs 
'■* t!ic work, I ni\icif wili gi\c tiie Public); 

" an cxdti abridgment uF hii; Hie 1 liav<i 

** the hoaout to be, &.c,'' 



it 



ThcBiniopof Boulogne, M'ho is a Pre- 
late higl;ly dilhngiuflied butli for his great 
Icainnig, and ciiiincni viiiues, in cuiilc- 
quence (jf fueh. autiientick ptoofs ot the 
virtues ajid miracles ut Benediu, who wa^ 
born in hisDioce/:), thouglit it hii duty tu 
make his people Iharers ui bis joy : and 
llicretbre in a Pail oral Letter wi.icli be 
publifhed,. Ipcaks oi the Servant ui God 

in tiicfc words. 

'' For the edification of. t]ie Publici 
** we now take occalion to publiili the exr 
** traordinajy joy which is dfforded to u.% 
" bythejull: motives wc ha\'c to believe, 
^^ or at IcaR liigbly to prefume that tht; 
" iiuinber of (lie blcIFcd inliabitanfs of 
*' PIcaveu have been lately cncreafed by 
*' one ol otir fubjctts, who in April lait, 
died at Rome in ihc Odour of ijancriiy^ 
where by Hvinij a life vtry auJlere and 
hidden with Jefus Chrill in God, he 
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" able 









able to fav with S.Paul, whofe glorious 
ronib he frcquenily went, to revere, iht 
iiafld IS crucified io ?ne, and I iotluworld. 
*' .\Ithough his oiuward appearance was 
vcr\- iibjcCr, gha(l:!\-, and forbidding to 

t'.c c\ cs of n:cn ; \ ct his fignal piet)-, 
•lis pii-lound humllitv, his great love of 
j;ovcrt\-, joined to his qencrufiiy to tlie 
po T, to wlioin he diilrihuted the un- 

** alkcJ ahii> he received, had attra6ied the 

*• ^itccin. ihc cood-wMll, and the vcnera- 

'* tion o^ all tlioie who kiiow the true \'a- 

^ luc of thofe o^cclIcnL virtues; but abo\'c 

** all hits afhduous and continual prayer; 

" wiiich ^ ou, O vou faHe Sages of this 

•* 2£;e ; cndca\oi;i- fo nuich to decry, to 
" i-!ic!crvalne, a:ul to dcflrov, as if it was 






'• o:i!v the conte'iiptille practice of pcr- 
** funs niclcfs to Socie:y : but cannot be 

*- too irtitii dcfcHticd, loo much praifed, or 
** too much extolled- For according to a 
Divine Oiacle, againft which the crafty 

rcafonings t)f human wifdoiTi can oppoie 
nothing but v_ain and fophiftical argu- 
ments, it is very prevalent in the fight of 
him, who ib the Sovereign Lord of times, 
** of hearts, and the difpoier of events. 

•* Such is in fithllance the account which 
'• the Latin Elogium gives of this vene- 
*• rable nian ; ■winch, with the approba- 
** lion of the Hoi)- Sec, was put into his 
" (ofhn: which Elogium has been con- 

*' liimcd hv a nuinbci of ktters fent from 

*' tbf 
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*■' tbe fame Citv : two of which were di- 
'* rcficfl to us bv NTr. Fontaine, ^vho hav- 
*' in^ been for main' \cavs PobHck Piolef- 
for oi Di\iriit)' in our J:cn)inar\*, is at 
prcfcnt at Rome, tranfafting the Lufincfs 
of the Congregation of S. \''inccnt ok 
" Pauh" 

" Fraife anr! tjlorv he for ever rendered 

lo the goocincfs of God, who to Hem ///<? 
torrent oj tmquiiy^ with which the world 

isatprcicnt overflowed, and to provl'de 

'• antiaotcii to th.c venom of incredulity 
•* \vilh winch it is infe/*}cd, has ordered 
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that Iiis fupernatnral figns a^d wonders 

** fliould manifcflly appear in the Capital 
*' of the Chriilian ^^■orld ; to tlie end that 
the general and lively fenlation which 
they have produced, lliould be more 
eafiiy fpread ijito all parts, even to tljQ 
** molt diilant regions of the woild: and 
*' lhf>uld moreo\er ferve for the triumph 
of Religion, the confufion of impiety, 
*' the confirmation of tlieir Fjith, and the 
*' encouragement of Fctxour. But let 
praife and gi^ry be rendered to hiir, 
parricula] Iv in iliis D'occfs, which is hap- 
n\- in havino Given bii tlj to ti:is Jlli:Ilriou5 
Penitent, n:oi chappy in having him lor 
•' its loecii;] Patron in Heaven: but fiil| 
** more hapjA W tlic reiaiion or remein- 
" brMice ot his hcioiLk virtues {hall cci- 
'* tribute la make a great ni.mber of per- 

"■ fons imitatorii oi Ins afiiduous pra} er ; 

"'af.id 
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**^ and of Ills coufiant enncavoiirs to Iium- 
'' ble Ijimfclf, arul fliall excite them to fiib- 
'' Gi;c ilicir pafTions, t- crucify th^irJI-JJi^ to 
" nfc rcfolutc cfiorts to bring it into fub- 

" jc'Clicn. .ind /,- Icar .'^'y.'y /^' violence the 

•' A'7.7 (/.\Vt cf IlLi^vcfi. where he ra^w oc- 
*' ciip^:s .1 'riiroijc To ::"ich the rriLiC cx- 
ahc'.l, r-Tifi cnj'.^ys ;j -iegrec of hnpjj.ricrs 
fo i"ni;ch the more fvtjUi^itc; by how: 
*' mu-'h nvM'c lie hinnbletl iiiinfcli' wLcti 
'* on t'7.!th. ^v.i\ bv how inucli n:ore eon- 
** ra^-?oully he bore ah( ut the fojft^fif^f.s 
•* of Tf^'u^ Chrifl in his body extenuated 
•* with fans and auilei ities. He may now, 
" like S. Peter of Alcantara, fay : happy 
** pziuUfitiui anjkrities u hich have condutltd 

** me to J'uch^ and Jo gf'tal gloy. M<\y 
*' we net alfo appropriate to him tliofe 

** bt-atiiiful texts ot the Hob/ Scripture, as 
•' b'ving verified in liis pcjfon. J he bUI- 

^' Jtrig cif God muhuh i.ajic to itzra^d ike 
** Jujl^ and in a faijt hour his hkjjing 
" h^.areth fiuit. — Ihae is anina[iiveman 
" that zcanlcth help^ nho is loy retake and 
^'' fullcf pjvtrty. Yet the eye vj God hcuji. 
" loil'M upon hi7f^Jur ^coily a?, a hath I:jtt:d 

** hi.iiupjf'cm hrs luic Lcndit.on,, uhdhvUk 
** excited his head\ and muhy l-^ic u-cndcied 

'* ut hz.'.n, and haz'c ujofipicd God. — !//*f 

" L,. id hath laif.d ihe i.cedyjroi.-t the cauk^ 
^' and /if ted the peer J}om the dii!i^Lill\ 



that he mvy place him ivith the Viinces of 
his Heavenly Court, 

'* Given at Boulogne, July 3, I'j'^^^ 



*' Signed, 



Francis Joskph, Bijli'^p of Boulogne, 

•* By Order of his Lordfhip, 

*' Clement, Sccretar>'.' 

tMUr of his Eminence Cardinal de Bernis i0 
Mr, I'inctnt Labre, Reclor of La Pfjfe, 
Uncle of Bcntdid, Jofeph Lahre. 

" liome^Jfune <j^ 1783* 
- Sir, 

** 1 have received tlie letter you was 

*' pleafed to write to nie of the 26th of 

«* May, defiring me to give you an account 

*' of the young Frenchman, known by the 

** name of BenediS. Jofpk Lahre^ who 

•* died at Rom^ the i6'th of April, and 

■«' whom )'ou lay is your nephew. I wifli 
** it ^vas in my power to give you a de- 
«* fcripiion of wXvax. happened here at his 
•' death ; bnt the wonders which are fald 
••' to be every day performed by his inter-* 
■*' ceffion, and which continue till tliis ve- 
•* ry time, have attratlcd tlic attention of 
** his Eminence the Cardinal Vicar, who 

••* has ordered an account of them to be 

*' carefully collected, in order to examine 
into their authenticity, and the degrees 
of credit which they may defervc. As 
your affinity with Bcnedid Jofeph Labrt 
has put you in a condition of being per- 

•* fonally 
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«'* fonally acqiialiitefl witli him; or at 1 call 
" of having a fufficieiit and continual 
^ knowledge of every thin^ which has 
" been particularly remarkable in him dur- 
\' liiifT his life. I (hall be greatly obliged 
*' to \'ou, if you will give me a particular 
'' account of what you have been able to 
'* colletl concerning him, while he re- 
*• niained in I'rance ; as likewifc all tlut 
'* \oa know of his travel.^, of his defires of 
«* tntcrin(T into a Religious flate; and of 
*^ even/ thinj^ clfe rclaiing to him, from his 
«' birth till his arrival inltalv»and even till 

*' his death. I (hould be Hill more ob- 
'' liged to you, if you could lend me fome 
** of his letters. 1 beg you will not leave 

^' 'any means untried of procuring fomc 

«' of them. One at lead is necelfary to 

'* prove the papers that were found about 

«' him after his death to be his liand- 

«' writiniT : that thereby we may know 

*' wliat he himfeU has written. I beg you 

'*'■ will alfo give me an account of his fa- 

mUv, lheiroccupatioa^, theii reputation, 
and ihc rank they hold in Boulogne, 
wheie it is faid they arc cftablilhed. I 
am veiy liappy in having this opportu- 
nity of alFuringyou, that I am, with the 
moil perfect eileein, yours, 

" Cardinal de Bern IS," 
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Exlra& of another LetUr from tht before- 
mentioned Englijh Gentleman at liome^ 
dated June 11, 1783. 

" Benedift's Miracles are now- going 
" through the fiery trial of Canonical Exa- 
mination: there are not lefs than eighty- 
two upon the lift: many more might be 
" added: but none but the indubitable will 

" ever be admitted, or approved by the 
** Inqucft: and on the other hand a falfe 
modefty hinders many from fpeaking 
and giving glory to God as they ought : 
/ myelf knoxv a perjhn cured of a diforder^ 
zohtch a Surgeon of thefirjl charaBer pa- 

" Jitively affirmed io be incurable^ though not 
" mortal, by only once vifuins the Church 
•* wJiere his remains lay, and heg^^ing his 
** prayers. And yet this cure, and many 
more, if not more extraordinary, will 
never be fubjefted to dilcufTion. On 
" Saturday I read the declaration of a 
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" Phyfician of Perugia, atteftJng the pre- 
" ternatural cure of a Nun in the Bene- 
diftine Monaftery of that city, and de- 
fcribing many circumftances attending 
it, both before, and after it was obtained. 
•' It was in Ihort thus, 

" The Gentlewoman had been crooked 
*' and infirm from a child, but for the two 
** laft: years crippled and bed-ridden to fuch 

*' a degree, that flie could not fo much as 

S turm 
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^' turn hcrfclf in her bed, nor move an\ 

** pait without diflocating fome joint or 

«' other. Nothing but didolution was now 
cxnecled, and flie had prepared ibr.it, 

nav wilhed for it. At this junflure the 

«' report of Bcnedift's death, holineftt and 

'' miracles, reached Perugia : and footi af* 
*' ter fome of the many prints of him 

»' which are daily pablilhed in this City* 
** The Abbefs of the Monaftery procured 
«' one of them, aiKl going in fomc form 
«' with her Nun5 to vifit the Sifler, told 
«' her ihe had brought her the beggar of 
** Rome to C4>ie her; as none of her Doc- 
" tors could. The poor Nun laughed at 

*' firft, and then anfwcred, that ihe had fo 
•* long and fo often lecomraendcd her cafe 

to the Ble/fed. Mother of God without 
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any benefit to the body, that fhe looked 

•' upon it to be God^s will (lie (hould be as 

•• {he was, and that fiic neitlier cxpc£ted> 

•' nor defrrcd a miracle. The Abbefs 

•' however held the print Lo her ta Lifs : 

*' tbea applied it to her head, next to her 

<* flioulder, and was going on, when the 

*' patient ftiddenly called out, / am well, 

<* / am perj^ly zueii: reach my^ haijit^ 

«' Betng habited, ihe weat before them 

•* without help or fupport to the Cbok: 

continued fome time in prayer and 
thaak^ivin^ upon herkHcesi.then heard 

Mafs, and at lait joined; in fingiirg the 

7i i3<i««:wah tbe CamxBUniiy ; every 

'^ one 
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one fliedding abundance of tears of jo\* 
*•' and exultation. — This is tlie fuhflancc of 
** the Do6ior's narrative, hut divcfled of 
" many remarkable circumftances and par- 
^* ticnlars by him fpecified. as wc]\ ns 

*' technical terms by him ufeA : he declares 

tiie cure to be in cvcr\' refpe^t a perfect 
one, except it be of tlie ,!^ibbofily and 
" erookedtiefs w-hich fxrew with her from 
'■' her clnldhoot!, and Hill remains : and he 
^ concludes by uffuringusof his re-i-imcis 
'* and defire io atteft the truth of evciv 
thing here faid, upon oath funlefs it i e 
the mode of cure, wliieh not bciu^ an 
eyc-witneis to, he can onlv know U<)u\ 
** t<?fti-mony. In effcM:, the Bilbop of 
** Perugia is now infirtutin;;? an enqnirv 
** intctiicfc mati-ers, aiKi w^^'lbcill fotvi f;'e 
the DoHors Depofitir'Ti Jii f;ir:n. — ji 
his pref"nt ■dL'd;iration neci'.d <.:;■/ ii:i- 
iher ronfinr:nti.-)n, 1 r.ur/n .'mIm. tl;;-.; \!r. 
Fcnnor oMiiis pj.ire has a iilioi \n rl.t- 
lame Nunnery, frt^m whom wn h.ul ,1 
'* ready ie;;nit the- r:i?-Me. jmrl Umu- r.imr 

'■* dons iranfci^u\()a. 

'' 1 mull give \o;; tMV? litrV; hiffory move. 
•* and I h:ivc done. A cliild o'f nt^'.-r iovi.r 
" y^arsuid, three ^\-cck<i wqo, by an un- 

*' luckv iii'K cut its toi^mie v.-it-lj hs tee^h, 

'' in fuch iiMnnpr, that a iarg-ri^fl (;f Ir, 
** and part or" oii.e f-ii- hwna; oi?t /n ir*: 
** niouLiJ, ami fe^i^med to h^!!g trMy -tr.- ^; 

S.2 *^ t^:La^. 
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thread. The poor mother almoft (lif- 

trafted. ran with it in her arms to the 
Hofpital of our LaJy of ('on/blaUon^ 
imagining the Surgeons might he able to 
few it tip; but they llrongly affcrted it 

to be impoifihlc : and faid, rhey coukl 
only cut awavthe loofe part, leaving tiie 
other to heal of iifelf, and that the child 
niuR remain dumb. From tliencc ihc 
ran to the Hofpital of St. Galla, and re- 
ceived the fame anAver. Then return- 
ing home, and pafling by the Church of 
S. Mary di Alonti, near which /he lived; 
ihe, for the firft time, bethought hcrfcif 
ofBcneditl; and ruflung through the 
guazds, called upon him aloud to afliil: 
'* her and her child. She left the Church 
** as precipitately as flic entered it, and 
*' was no fooncr within her own doors, 
"' than fhc took up a print reprcfcnting 
•• Benedict at Iiis prayers, with it touched 
"* tlie extremity^ of the Child's tongue, and 
" replaced it in the mouth : then lulling it 
to flccp, which after fome time ihe ei- 
fe6ted, and flipping the print under its 
cheek, fhe retired to grieve and to pray. 
After about two Houis, as near as llie can 
guefs, the child awoke, and culled for 
iVIama, and for fomething to eat. The 
mouth being infpefted, the tongue was 
found perfe([:tly cicatrized; exhibiting 
no mark of any injury it had received, 
excepting a fcam of a livid puipliiii call, 

*• running 
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running partly acrofs it, and partly a- 

long, in the fame d!re61ion jvjrh -ilie 
*' wound before. Tiiey are near neigh- 

'* 'hours of Mr, ^ *^^** ; and not. only 
♦* (hat neighbourhood, but *d great part of 
.Rome, is daily feeing with its o\vn ^V^rs, 
a iiving proot of ^Benedi6t's acceptable- 
^'^ nofs to Keaven. — I think ]l>honias and 
** niyfelf b^pp)' in being in ;Konic; -bnr 
*'*■ more happy liiil in being liere at i*o dii- 
^' <tingL]iiheci a perio<i. . 
•*' -W-c have fuii now. before- us a con- 

" 'Verfion which has made a great npife 

"• amongfl-our countrymen in 'this city. 

*'• The Convert v/as a Prelbyterian Teacher. 
'* at Bofton in New-Engtand, was fent 
" over upon forne errand to Doftor Frank- 
" Jin, and though young, has travelled 

'* over a confiderabic part of Europe, 
*' .fludying the modern languages with a 
**■ view to qualify hinifelf as a Profeffor of 
*' the famein one ofourUniverfitles. At 
'* Rome (where he has not been long) 
'* without neglefting the language ot inc 
" country, he turned his thoughts to Rcli- 
** gion, lludied it in books, capvailcd it in 
" Gonverfation with the Italians, and 
■' oftener with our Enoljfh and Scotch 

" Priefts, and viewed it in all its pra6lict:s 
** (of which this City exiiibit.^ all its va- 
'•^ rteties) from the Pope's Chapel, dovvn to 
" the Vaultof Benedict. The confequence 
**■ is, that his former views -arc now fruf- 

S 3 '' tratedj 



" trated, and he thinks no more of fettling 
*» at Cambridge. — On Sunday the twentv- 
■' fifth of May, be made his profcffion of 
*' the Catbolick. Faiih in form. — Since 
** that be has made a Spiritual Retreat of 
•' forae days, and on Sunday the firft in- 
*' ftant, h€ made his Firll Communion. 
«* It IS remarkable that what firli (under 
•' God) made him begin (o judge better of 
•* Cathohcks, than he had been taught or 
•* taught others to do, was the behaviour 
•*^ of the Trench Sailors and Soldiers (not 
•' ahvays the mod exemplary) at BoUon; 
** having never before feen a Cathalick to 
•* his knowledge. — He feems to be under 
*• very particular obligations to the Fieucb; 
for what was begun by their Military, 
one of their Mendicants has compleated 
•• by the Odour of his Sanftity, by the 
** lullre of his Miracles (which were exa- 

" mined by our enquirer on the fpot:] and. 
*• by the influence of his prayers.'* 

ExtraB of a Ltttir from the Albi de Lunei^ 

dated Romc^ July 16, 1783- 
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•' Such things as thefe, liave never 

'* been feen at Rome even in the moll ho- 
'* ]y times. The Englifh and others cry 
** out loudly, // mujt be, oiknoivUdued he 
'* was a good maiu With rej^rard to Ins 

JVIiiaclcs, the Solicitor for theProcefs of 

his BeaiifiCiiion, has Ihewed niea lift of 
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•^ near two hundred cures of all kinds ot 
" iheTJioft inveterate atid incurable dif- 
'* orders, that have been fucrcffivcly pci- 
" fbrmed ;. and which have been wtdl 
** proved.. Accounts of Miracles- are feat 
" from all pans: and people came from 
«* tlie moftdilUnt placcsj. both to give ju- 
" .ridical telliniony of, and, to retuiii 
*' thanks for their cureJ.' 

LxtraQ of a Letter from the Rev. My, Jo^ 
J'f.ph Marconi to Mr. John Rapiijl Labre^ 
the Father of Beneditl Jpjepji Labae^ 
dated Sept. 2'^, 1783.. 

Speaking of the fick pcrfon at Fabrioflo, 
■whom Bcneditf vifiied.and exhorted to 
bear her ficknefs. with patience ;. he fays* 
" This fanicperfojny liaviug, by the advice 
" oi her ConfcfTor, invoked the Servant of 
»* God for thvec. da)S. fucccHively: ihe 
«' each dav. diilinfllv heard his voice f^v^ 
" ing to her: // is ihe will vf God. thai \oti 
*■* fhoidd conhiiut io chJit/e your yaZ-^jr/i,, 

" with patience" 
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A COLLECT I ON'* 

Of divert Mnaculons Curef, obtained by the 

Intci-iCJji.n of iht I'tnerabk Servant of 

God, Benedict JoTeph Lnbrc : extraBed 
from th''. db'gijter •pre/-^ vi'd in the Chujch 
cf S. Mar)- tli Monti: x.dnch in the ichole 
amount to the Numbct of One Hundred 
and rhinx-jix : xojfich have been ccrtrfied 
til this Day, July 6, 1783, xuiihaut 
tcvhonifi^{ many others^ vhtch liave not yet 
l*&cn onl'red itdo the Rfgijlers, on .account 
oj trlie^r_ JWlli^y2>fig been yet fujip,ently at- 

hfcd.. 

'AfxU 19. Angelica Canlellinr, agpd 
Uv'cniy-iour )*ears, of tjie Parifh of 'S, 
Francis of -Paula di Monti, Iiaving been to 

vifit the Cocp.fc of the Servant of God, by 
his imerceflion was imniediately healefl of 
a lancruor, and ahuoft continual fever, and 
of a dilated vein in her breafl, which occa- 

fiooed violent conviilfions : and at the 
iame time Ibc recovered her voice, which 
flic had loll fur the fpac^ of eighteen 

months. 

On the Qcth of tlie fame month, Ange- 
lica Ranra, W^idow, about Sixtv years of 
acre, of the Parilh ot S. Mark, having been 
brought to the Tomb of the Ser\'ant of 
God in a Chair, by th: help of four Por- 
• cr'^, hv hi* mterccflion recovered the ufe 

of 
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of all her limbs, of which fhe had been 

deprived by two Apopleflick Fits, from 
which time fhe had remained unable to 

move herfelf on her bed for ihe Ipace of 

fourteen months. She left her Chair in 
the Church as a memorial of her cure: and 

walked home to her own houfe upon hes 

feet. 

Marv Quercionnie, forty-eight years oi 
^ge, daughter oi Nicholas, born in the ter- 
ritory of Malilart, in the Marche of An- 
cona, in the Diocefs of Fermo, was for 

twenty years aliliOed with a fchirrous Tu- 
mour of an extraordinary hzc on hcr }lip» 

with a great flow of blood, wluch fome- 

times reduced her to fuch extremity, that 
the laft Sacraments were adminiflercd to 
her; being carried, on the ficih of April, 
to the Tomb of tiie Seivant of God, fhe 
obtained a perfect cure of her fchirrous 
Tumour; and all her other ailments cca- 

fed in a moment. 

On the third of May, Jofeph Bonne- 
inain of ihc City of Civiua-Vecchia, com- 
ing to the Tomb of the Servant of God, 

was immediately cured of a tiflula in his 

right eye, wiih which he had been afflifted 
for the fpaceof five years, and which de- 
prived him of light. He recovered his 

Cght perfcfcily. 
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• On the. fifth of May, Palma Sacrlpantf^ 
of -the City of Fcrmo, aged twenty ycar^, 
bad a cancer in her breafi, and a coniinuril 
flux of blood, accompanied with continual 
pains. She was moreover agitated witli 
moil violent convulfions, and vomited up 
ail the nouriihment fhe took, T!.c three 
lall days fhe was rcdLiced to Ak h cxtrc- 

mitv, that fhe could take notliinir: was 
entirciv criven over bv the Phvficians, anti 

being almoft ready to breatlie out her latt, 
ihc invfij;ed the ■Ser\'ant (if God. Then 
ialiingafleen for a moment, he appeared to 
ber anti faid, y4/?/e, and eat : which fhe 
imme{liate]\- did with a great appetite. Af- 
ter tJiis lavinjr down in her bed, andifalliuff 
ailoep -agair, the Servaut of God appeared 
to her a fecond lime, and with a diflin^l 

voice faid, Arifc^ thou art fuiakd, Slie 
then fat up, and perceived that the Cancer 

ivhich had confumed Iier \\'as gone : and 
w-ith the grcateft aflonifhuKut found th»t 
fhe was in a Ib.te c fuch pe-iJe6t health ^s 
fhe had never before enjoyed, 

<On ^^e-ni-ryth of" Mav, IVIadom 'Felicia 
JRuzzi, of the countr\- of Rupi^ir-e bciong- 
ing to Cnke MatfiCo, iiavine^ recoude to 
the Servant of God, and havi;ng oi>e of his 
pitiures applit;! to lier,.. was cujed of a 
chronic complaint, with wliich fh^ had 

been tormented fur the fpace of -eig^hteen 

years, and which had cpnfincd her to her 

bed 
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hed for the fpacc of a year and a fialf, hav- 
ing her body fwclled ill an extraordinary^ 
manner, and being full of ulcerous rounds 
in bcr mouth and throat. 

On the fame d»v, Mrs. Rofa Lebcau, 
wife of Mr. Lebeau, Aide-Major of the 
Caftleof S. Angeio of the Parifli beyond 
the Bridge, havin*^ recommended herfel^ 
to the Servant of God, by the apphcatioij 
of one of hi5 piftures, was in an inftant 
perfeftly cured of a painfuf fwelling which 
fhe had had for the fpace of two years in 
one of her knees. 

On the loth of May, Mrs. Ann Pellc- 
vini, a Nun in a Monallery of the City of 
Perugia, aged twenty-fix years, being ma- 
ny years afflifledwith a fchin'ous humour^ 

and a continual ferer, and opprcfTed with 
the Rickets, which jointly with the Schir- 
fus had diftorted her whole body, and 
made her right leg- eight fingers breadth 
fliorter than the left ; fo that fhe could not 
turn in her bed without being helped by 

the other Nuns, and at every time fhe was 
tumoi^fbtne joint or other wafs difloeated- 
Being reduced to this miferable condition, 
tlTcy had recourfe to this good Servant of 
God, and by applying one of bis pifturod 
to her, (be recovered a ftate of perleft 
health- 

On 



Oyi tlie 1,5th of May, Dominick Falla- 

Vini, of the country* called The liuU-Poflr^ 
in the Manor of the Marquis of Zelloni, 
made a Vow to God, that he would vifit 
the Tomb of Benedift. And in confe- 
quence of ihis Vow, felling out on his 
journey: at his firft departure found him- 
felf delivered from a gangrenous wound 
which covered his whole leg, accompa* 
nied with exquifite pains, and which by 
the Surgeons had been declared to be in- 
curable and mortal. Scarce had he ar- 
rived at the Tomb, but he found himfelf 
entirely cured. 

, On the 2 2d of May, Michael Goaca, 

a Porter of the Parifli of S. Laurence at 
Ripetle, having been brought in the arms 
of other Porters, and laid upon the Tomb 

of the Servant of God, by his intercefTion, 
in a moment recovered the iife of all his 
limbs, and likewife the ufe of his tongue; 

and returned home to his own houfe witTi- 
oui any ailiitance. 

On the twenty-third of May, Terefa 
Spoletta of the Parifh of S. Nicholas-the- 
Crowned, having been blind for the fpace 
of nine years, by vifiting the Tomb of the 
Sers'ant of God^ recovered her fight in an 
ijailant. 



Sifter 
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Siflef "Mary Brunne, alias Maty du 
Cruz, of the Convent of S. Apollonia at 



Roa>e, being greatly wafted away by a 
^otivultive cough, accttnapauicd with (harp 
pains and a flow fever which fl>e had bad 
ior the fpace of foiirtee-n months: and 
being alfo unable to letaie her food: hav- 
ing recommea€kd herf<?W' to the Servant 
of God, aad being touched with a part of 
one of his garroeaus: was inAantly cured: 
and at the fame tinie freed from a languor 
to which fbe had Jbcen ,fubje6t eigbteoH 
years. 

On the twenty-fouKh of May, Domi- 
nica Conty, wife of Mr. Conty, a Mailer 
Mafdn of the City of Bauni, had been 
let blood in the right arm in the year 
1782, by an unikilful Surgeon who in the 
operation wounded one of the Tendons: 
in t>oiifcqi>enice of which her arm was fo 
fwcJlcd, aiid at the fame time fo contrafted» 
that all the Faculiy had refolved to proceed 



mputation, as the evil had madefuch a 

progrefs that (he could not move her joints, 
and her fourth finger had loil all fenfation. 
In this condition (he had recourfe to the 
Servant of God, and when fhe lay down to 
fleep put a little bit of his linen upon her 
arm. In the morning when flie got up, 
Oic found that flie was perfeftly cured. 

T Maria 
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Maria I^aurcntia Spaclonine, forty-fevcn 
years of age, wife of Francis Tcdefguinl of 
Civitta-Vecchia,- having been overturned 
in a cart on the 13th of September 1782, 
had her left arm broke, and a wound madQ 
in the right arm which cut through one of 
the veins and reached to the bone. Her 
left arm was fo maimed and ufelefs, that 
fhe could not move either her hand, or her 
fingers. Her right arm was likewife much 
maimed, though (he could make fome little 

ufe of it. On the 26th of May, after hav- 
ing prayed, and applied to her arms a fmall 
bit of the fhirt of the Servant of God, fhe 
was immediately and pcrfeftly cured. 

On the twenty-feventh of May, 061a- 
viaVergaree, a native of Viterbo, living 
in the Square de Morganne at Rome, 
aged Forty-fix years, having with a great 
deal of difficulty been carried in a Coach 
to the Tomb of the Ser\'ant of God, wa^ 
•entirely cured of a Chronoguinee which had 
-confined her to her bed eight years. 



AiCourJ 
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Acronnt of a Miracle xcrau^\ld thrcugh the 
Intercejjion of the Savant if GoJ, Bene- 
dict Jofcph Labie, on a Nun (f the 
Couxfcnt of Boienc, in the Dincr'/a cf St. 
Paul Trois-Chaitaus: f'Jit h\ M.E\marf!, 
Archdeacon cf the J aid Diocifs, dated 

A Nun of tlie Convent of the Holy Sa- 
crament at Bolene, a few days aiier her 
Profcnion, fell ill of a niofl cxtraordliKirv 
conipKnnt. For three \ear.s and a hull, 
which her difoidcrs have coiifuicd her to 
her bed, the habit ual llaie oi her botlv' 
made Iier fui>je^t to violent pains, cholicks, 
frequent convullions, and faintings, fo that 
fhe fonietinies remained as if ihe was dead; 
s likewife to vomiting-^, fplttingof blood, 

and an ablolute loathing of all kiad of 
food, I o thefe accumulated and conti- 

juied complaints, w^s added a great paia 
ifi her fide, wliich made everyone fear for 
her life : but God refcrved her to make 
his goodnefs and his power fliinc at a time- 
when miracles appear to be fo necclfary. 
After each paroxifm, this good Nun was in 
a moil j)itiful ftate : fhe fVe(iuently feic 
mofl violent pains, which fhe faid feenied 
to iier as if (he had melted lead in her 
bowels. After about fix weeks, her con- 
dition grew flill worfe: /lie voided her ex- 
ciements by her mouth, which ordindrllv 

T 2 hiippeaed 






happened once in two days. And they 
were fo hard, and occafioned fuch vioFcnt 
efforts that (he was almoft clioakcd, and 

lould fcarcely ptdl them out with her 

fingers. The Phyfican of Bolene who con- 
^lantiy attended her, declares he never 
faw any complaint Hke to hers, and that 
-if it cotild be in any cafe lawful to ihorten 
si^y perfons days, in order to deliver them 
irom their affliftions, it would have been 
lawful fo have done it to this Nun, on ac- 
count of her exce/Tive fufferings. 

The other Religious, who did every 
ihmg for her which Charity could fuggeft, 
perforrred a Novena to implore the inler- 
ceffion of Benedift, for her cure, and ex- 
horted her to recommend herfelf to his 
prayers for that purpofe. She replied fhe 
did not want to be cured : but only that 
God would give her grace to fuffer with 
patience whaifoever he fhould be pleafed 
to ordain. She perfevered in thefe fcnti- 
ments till two days before (lie was cured : 
when fhe began to entertain a great deflre 
of recovering her health, that ihe niiglit be 
able to perform the exercifes prcfcribed bv 
the Rule of her Order; and above all thiit 
file might vifit and adore Jefus Chrift in the 
Ble/Ted Sacrament. 

On the twenty ninth of June, which was 
the laft day of the Novena, this pious defne 
was greatly encreafed ; and fhe exprellcd 

an came fl Vt'ifti lo have a pictme of the 

Venerable 
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T'^ncrablc Benedift, as Ihe heard ihatfome 

of them were in ihe CiU'. She (exeial 

uines begged oi tlic Nuns to piocure one 
for her. At length they biouoht her 

one ot them. Her cotJuience was ikjw 

greater than ever; Ihe in\ok.ed luis \cner<j- 

ble man ; and at the fame tunc: delned ot 

die Superior that the Nuns ilicuki !i:;:<>in-*. 

uiend iier to God m the Velpeis uiiicU 

they vveie going to (ay lu the Ciiuir, J3c- 

hoJd now trie wondcriul woik ot God. 

Whiie they were laying Velpeis this 

Nua who had loli the ule oi hei liiiibs, who 

could fcarce hit her head iruni hei pillow, 
who had loil her light througli extreme 
weaknels, and was ahnoll at tlie point oi' 
death, (as has been atleiled bv the Pli)'hciau 

and the Religious ol that houie , all ai once 

perceived herfeif well. / am I'urcc/, laid 
ihe to the Infirmarian, who cv.ry iiiomcnt 
expctted lier Lo expire : ^f^o nud Jcuk m\ 
habit that i may get up, i3ut ciui you lee, 
laid the Infinuanan. Vti : veiy xcdl:. faicl 
the" lick perlon. And is iiotyour llomatli 
out of order ? Look at it^ .[aid tht (uk ijtr- 
Jon, It IS come to its natutal jldic- The 

Infirmarian overjoyed, ran^ to fetch her 
habit: and. at her icturn tound her fitting 
upiight in her bed. Being cluaihed, Ihe 
got upon her feet, and loitered a liule. 
Gouiage, my dear. SiHer, laid the Infnma- 
rian, ledoublc you.r cuiihdcnte in God : ^:\<X 
at the iiXirx tiuje ihe ki.clt down, and cried 
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©ut : My God, perfect ifie work sou Jiave. 

b^gUH' Immediately after this, the iick per- 
fon went out of the Infirmary, to go and 
return thanks to God. Bein^ come to the 
flairs, fhe did not walk, but in a manner 
flewdown. The Infirmarian beingfrightcn- 
cd fcreamed out. All the Communitv irna- 
fining that the fick perfon had expired, 
fbme of the 'Religious, and the Boarders, 

came immediately out of the Choir, and 

thev met the fick Nun, who was now per- 

feBIy cured. At this inftant they were be- 
ginning Complin ; and that fhc might not 
interrupt the Divine Office ftie went to the 
tipper Choir, to prollrate hcrfelf before the 
BlefTed Sacrament. When Complin was 
Anifhed fhe went down to the lower Choir, 
and again proArated herfelf before the 
BJeffed Sacrament, and then before her 
-'Superior. And immediately after, all thi.; 

Community overjoyed, fung the Te Beum. 
1 leave it to you to think what pafled among 
thefe holy perfoiw on fucha marvellous oc- 
cafion. After all the dcmonftratiun&of -joy 
they offered her fome Broth, Oh! faid ftc, 
/ would rather eat for I find J have an appe- 
tiie. She eat: Ihe affifted at the Rofary 
with the Community, and at Jiipper time, 
went to the Refe3ory and eat with a good 
appetite. After having finiihed her fuj^er, 
at which Ihe eat more than any of the 

others, fhe defired to relieve the reader : 
and read with a flrong voice; although 

before 



before, (he had loft her voice. From that 
time ihe has every day regularly allifled at 
all llie duties oi the Cuinaiuniiy ; and has 
ahray* been perictliy well. 
' Notiiing can be mare ialfe than the re- 
port which wa&fpread of her rclapfe. For 
from the moment of hei miraculous cure, 
fhe hai Without aiiy iiKerruptiun enjoyed 4 

ftatc of the moll perleit health. Hex voice, 
her "Tight, her flelh, her pulic, her- ftrength 
was all reftored at once. She has not fail- 
ed, nor does Ihe fail to obferve all the Rules- 
of the Comiuuiiiiy : being the firft at every 
exercife, both by day and by night, as if ihe 
had never been fubjccf to the leak com- 
plaint. 

The Phyfician of Bolcne, being convinced 
that this cure is ntiraculouss intends to ma-k^ 
hii report of it to the Biihop: who waits 
for his teilimony in order to tranhnit tlicf 
Proccfs to the Holv See. > 

Signed, 

. . E Y M A R D, 

Arclwleacon of the Dioceis of St. Paul- 

Trois Chateaux. 

Since the Publication of the French 

Jpiditian of the Life of Bencdiol Jofcph 
I^bj^e, from which this is tranflated, tlie 
following account has been received froni 
France, viz. that ** Mary Bayard, called 
•* alfo Mary Raymond, fifty one years of 
*' age, wife of Perer Derlate, Laboijref of 
•• the Parifti of Ilrfc/irncuiy in ibc Diocefs 

<• of 
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" .of Arras, haH about fifteen years a^o beeni 
" feized with a llrokc t>t ihe PjHv, irom 
" -which lime the was not able to move iicr 

" leg or ih'gh^ bui they appeared as if they 

*' were dead, and were alfo dettilute of 

•* fenfation. Nor wa> /he able lu move her- 

*' (ch fn.m one place to another, but only 

*' by draguinsj heifelf upon her bands and 

•* knee?;. And for thefc lafl. five years her 

•' limbs were ia contrailed that ihe was- 
^ not able to fit upon a thair; but was- 

" obliged to have a particular kind of ilooL 
" made on purpofe ior her. This poor but 
•' Virtuous \vornan hoping to put an end to- 

" her afiliC:norj, iurined apiousdelign ofgo- 
** ingtothe Churchof St.fJuJpice deAir^ette, 
** the Church uf the plate where fie ucditt 
** was bum, to implore relief Irom God, by 
" the interceflion uf hi* Servant. *In vain 
'* did her friends repiefent to her^ that the 

** joltuig of a cairiage migbt put her iu 
'* da!iger of dying ou ihcroad: for fo great 
'* was her confidence in the mercy of God, 
and in the powerful interceflion of Jiis 
Servant, that /he wasjrefoivcd to fet out 
** for that place. In confequence of this 
" refotution, (he on the twenty eighth of 
** June 178^, received die Sacraments of 
** Penance and the Euehaiiil, and on the 
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•* fame day, being accompanied by nine pcr- 
** fons, fei out from Hcfdigncui to ^o to 
•* Ameitc. Beiflg arrived at the Church 
•* Yard of Amettc^ ihe was taken down 

' ' '' from 
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from the carriage, carried into the 
Church, and placed near the Baptifmal 
Font; where (he remained in the moft 

" decent pofture her fituation vould per- 
** niit. Scarce had flie faid a few prayers, 
" but fhe perceived a violent agitation 
•* throughout her whole body, and a 
•' profufe fweat from head to foot, but 
" principally at her knees, where fhe aifo' 
*' perceived a moft violent pain, whrch 
*' made her give a fudden ftart. Her eye-' 
'' fight then failed her, and fhe alraoft fainN 
*' eu away : but coming to herfelf in a few 
*• moments after, fhe all at once raifed her-* 
** felf up on her feet and cried om^MjGod^ 

*'' lam cured: Let us return thank s to God; 
•• and acknowledge the kindnefs of his Ser^ 

'• As (he had before ordered one of her 

•* Sons who accompanied her to light up 
•' fome Cand'es in honour of Benedi6i 
'• Jofeph Labre ; he returned to tell her thirt 
<* he had no money \eh to put into the Plate ' 
" for the Poor. Hc/o me, faid (he, and I 
** Will do it my/llf. And accoidingly fhe 
'< went, being I'upported by her Son. After 
** which (he walked round the Church, be- 
'• ing afTilled by her two Sons, who fuppoii- 
** ed her on each fule holfilng her utidei 
'* the arms : and fhe walked quick, takin^tj 
'* fhort ileps like a clnld who is learning to 
'* waik. After tins fhe went to reft herielf 
•' at the \'iccirtigc houfc, \vljcrc fhe eat 

• *' fc>!j:c 
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*'fome milk-foup, and declared all the 
" abovementioned circumftances of her 
cure in prefence f f a great number of tlie 
inhabitants of Amette, who had afTemblcd 
tocrethcr in confequence of the report, of 
this miracle : and of the perfons who had 
come with her from Hcfdigneui. She 
then returned to Plefdigneul in ihefanie 
carriage which bad conveyed her to 
Amette, where being arrived, all the 

inhabitants, were aflonifhed at the news 
of her being cured. Tiie Bells were runa^, 
*• and a Solemn 7e De:u?/i was fnng^ lo re- 
'* turn ihanks to God for fo fignal a fa- 
" vour." 

. " The weaknefs which the faid Mary 
** Helena Bayard perceived after Ijer cure 
*' was ti;e ncceffary confequence of her* 
'* formerly inatiive ihite, and the poor and 
*' little nourifhment which (he took, tor, 
fome days after her arrival at Hefdigneul, 
having taken fomc good nourilhment, with 

*' Avhich fhe was fupplied by fome rich 
and pious perfons of that place, and of 
Bcthune, the faid Mary Helena Bayard 
'* walked on foot, both lo ihe Chnrch, and 
" to Bethunc e\cn without the help of a 
'■ flick : and ever fmcc that time lias done 
'* the ordinary bufiiicfs of lierflatlon. She- 
has alfo been vihicd bv fcveral Phyhcians 
' and Surgeons who attcli her cure to be 

'' compleat and perfctt, 

** This 
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" This day the tu-enty fifth of Augufl, 

" the faid Marv Helena Bavanl, came, ac- 

" commpanied bv feveral other perfons, 

'* from Hefdigneul to this place of Amette, 

which isnearfourleagucs, in orderto thank 

God for his mercy, and Benedift Jofeph 

Labre for his interteflion in her behalf. 

And after having breakfafted with me * 

with a good appetite, rcfled about two, 

** hours, and declared to me that flie does 

'* not now perceive any remains of her 

** former complaint ; fhe is now going to 

** return on foot to Hefdigneul; which we 

" whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, 

" certify to be true. In wiinefs whereof 
'* we have hereunto fet our hands at 

** Amette this twenty fifth dayof Augufl, 



it 
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Signed, 

Playoult. ReBor of Amttte, 
Bourgeois. Vicar of Amette. 
Duhameaux. Redor of Hfdigneui* 

N. B. The Reader is defircd to obfer\'e, 
that though 1 have here related the accounts 
of thofe cures according as they have been 
fent from Rome in feveral letters from 
feveral different perfons who are worthy 

* Playonlr, Rcl^ot of Amcttc, and one of the 
CommifTaiics appointed by rhc bifliop of Bou- 
logne to lake iulormatxoni couccming Bcncdid 

jefeph Labre. 

cf 
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6i aH credit ; yet the relation of thife fa^ts 
depends only on the teflimony and vera- 
city of the private perfons who fent tliofe 
accoants. The Church has oot yet exa- 
mined and given its folemn decifion arid 
fentence concerning any one of them* They 
are indeed at prefeat under examination : 

and the greJrteft care will be, as it always 
is, taJocs»*o iov-eftigate the authenticity of 
ever)' one in particular. So that no doubt 
may ever after Tcmain of the dmne int^r- 
potttion in thofe which it fhaU pronounce 
to be cures truly tniraccilous. This will he 

a work of time : becaufc fevecal fteps are 
nccc&TytDfac tabcn with each «neof the 
cures &id to have been performed: as, ifl. 
The prevkxM eKilteiKre of the complaint 
muft be proved by the teflimony of the per- 

fon cured, of the. Pbi'^fiiians and others of 
the Faculty who attended him: and of 
other pcrfons who knew him V/'hile in his 
fuSering ilatc. — 2. The cure itf<5if, or a 
tranfition from n ftaie of infirmity to 3 ftatc 
of health as hkewife the permanency of the 
cure xnxiii be proved by the Tefiimony of 
tdie perfon caced, of Pii^'ficians and others 
0f the Faculty, afld of ot=her pcrfons who 
knew tlie perfon cured both in die flate of 

ficknefs and in a ftate of health. — 3- It muft 

be proved, thatthecare itfelf wasnot-eflfe6i^d 

by tfee means of medicines or otljer ordinary 

applications, aceordii>^ to the prefcriptions 

©f Phyficians or Surgeons. — 4. It muft be 

provec]. 
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proved that the cure was eflefted not irt 
any long traft of time, but either abfb-f 
lately or almoft inllantaneouny, in fuch 
manner as to fhew ther impoffibility of its 

having been effefled eichcr by art or na- 
ture. — ^5. It muft be proved that the in* 
ftantaneous cure or fudden tranfitioa 
from a ftate of infirmity to a ftate pf 
Iiealthfc Was effefled either in confequence 

of an Invocation of the Servant of God for 
that purpofe, or by the application of fome* 
thing which Jiad formerly belonged 
to him. — 6. Thefe inftantaneou* 
cures muft be proved not only by the 
tcftimony of the perfons themfelves who 

Jiavc been cured : but alfo by the tefti- 
mony of other perfons who wer^ eye- 
witnefTcs of the mode of curc.-^ — 7, No per- 
fons will be admitted to give evidence 
to any of thefe things, but thofe who 
arc of mature age, found judgment, 
intcIHgcnt in their profcfFion of Phyfick or 

Surgery, and of Ihift probity and undoubt- 
ed veracity. — 8. Every thing that they le* 
flify muflbcupon Oaili. — 9. and laftly, A!I 
thefe things being conmiitted to writing 
and properly attclled by thofe who are 

duly authorized to receive the depofitions 

of the witncfi'cs : mult be delivered to the 
Advocate 01 the Faith to undergo a moft 
fevcrc fcrutiny betore ilie Congregation of 
Cardinals who conflitute the Rota, 

U Jt 
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It is therefore evident that the examina- 
tion of thefe miraclulous cures which a^e 
faicrto haN-e been performed at the Tomb 
of this Servant of God and in other places 
will take up a confiderable time. And al- 
fhough they are now under examination : 
we have not heard that the Church has as yet 
pronounced its folemn fentence concerning 
any one of them. • The only ground there- 
fore on which they ftand at prefent, is the 

credit and veracity of the private thougJi 
numerous witnefles who relate them as 

from their own knowledge and ocular de- 

monflration. Let us not therefore prefume 
to foreftall the judgment of the Churchy 
b}' publilhing them as Inconteftible mira- 
cles : but wait the event of the prefent in- 

veftigation, not doubting but that God wili, 
according to his promife,bvhis Holy Spirit 
guide his Church into all Truth, and con- 
tinue With it even to the end of the 
world. 
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